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Here’s a story with no sex
but a lot of violets

Whac Celeste, Otis and Harley get
tans and votes in historic New Hamp-
shire, Mike and Chris have cheerfully
volunteered to fill in.

Unfortunately, they couldn't think
qfanmh‘::f to write. So they dug
Y oy

a paper they wrote for a 10th-
grade class, It {s with a certain
sense of and nausea, then, that
we present:

Mike Frost &
Chris Burbach

Bill “Duke"” Ernst
The Father of

Bill “Duke” Ernst was born to foster
parents in the year 1877. Even asa tot,
young Bill had an insatiable curiosity
about how plants got their food.

“How do plants get their food, Dad?"
young Bill asked his father, the Honor-
able P.J. “Filler Up” Ernst. P.J. sternly
replied, “None of your business, kid,"
and duked him. That day, Bill Ernst
not only earned a nickname, but gain-
ed an obsession.

At the age of 12, Bill stuffed his
mother’s African violet in his under-
wear drawer, where it died. When his
mother found the plant, she duked
him, not understanding that the boy
was a budding biologist.

Having found the rigors of experi-
mentation at home too painful, Bill ran
away in search of a more liberal atmos-
phere.

Bill found out quickly that independ-
ence takes its toll, so he signedonas a
printer's apprentice in Milwaukee,

“What'd you do, kid, run away from
home?" the printer asked.

“Yes, I'm looking for a liberal..."

The printer duked him, as he would
many times during Bill's employment.

“You say liberal again, kid, and I'll
wash your mouth out with ink. Ya' got
it?"

When he was 17, young Bill bought
his own African violet. He spread ink
over all its leaves, and the plant died.

“Hmmmm — underwear and jnk.
gl}lat’s the connection?" mused young

The progress he had made spurred
Bill to continue experimenting and
studying. He spent two years alone in
his one-room laboratory/apartment.

Finally, one rainy February night in
1901, Bill decided to leave his one-
room hovel. As he was walking down a
rain-swept street, the answer
occurred to him. “Photosynthesis™ he
cried. “Gesundheit,” responded a pas-
ser-by, as he duked Bill

Rons mouniain bike, § months old, less anlu

Soon, Bill's theory appeared in top
acienuﬁe joumah.watwell as Oreem

magnh\a. However, the public didn't
understand Bill and his crazy theory of
photosynthesis,

“Photosynthesis is the work of the
devil" an angry detractor cried.

“What do you mean?" Bill asked, abit

too naively.
“The sun doesnt need to provide
plants with nourishment. God pro-
vides them with nourishment. The sun
is hot. Hell is hot. Photosynthesis is a
tool of the devil"

Bill duked him. “Two can play this
game,” he said, a bit too naively.

Years of controversy followed. The
famous Scopes-Plant trial, with its sen-
sationalistic newspaper headlines of
“Well I'll Be a Sun of a Plant” took its
toll on Bill's spirit. In a desperate
attempt to draw attention to his
cause, he rented a room on the 12th
floor of a Milwaukee hotel. He opened
the window and stepped out on the
ledge.

A crowd soon gnthered. Cries of
“Don't jump!” and “Save him!" could be
heard in the streets of the city.

A minister stood in the hotel room
and tried to talk the frantic biologist
out of his death mission.

“My son, wait, I'll believe you.”

Bill tumed and grasped the kind
man's hand. “You'll believe in my life’s
work, the theory 1 left my home and
foster parents to discover, the only
reason ['ve gotten up from the dukes of
fate and kept living”"

“Sure son, what is it™

Bill spread his arms and smiled for
the first time in 17 years, He inhaled
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On top of everything else, Gloria Loring, of Days of
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Mariln & Kellem Associates
Our Lives fame will

appear Saturday atJ & L Lee Booksellers in East Park Plaza from noon to
1:30 p.m. She will be signing coples of a cookbook for diabetics she

authored.

Television

¢ Ratings season is in the air, and as
usual the networks are pre-empting
their usual schlock p with first-
run movies and specials. The worst (or
best, depending on how many VCRs
you own) night will be Sunday. NBC
(Channel 3) will show the first net-

work airing of Star Wars, CBS, the

network debut of Urban Cow-
boy and ABC will broadcast the first of

a two part mini-series, Lace. All shows

KZUM, 89.5 and 99.3 FM.
At the Kimball y

e Agnes of God, starring Peggy Cass
and Susan Strasberg will be presented
8 p.m. Saturday. Unfortunately, the
play which has received impressive
reviews during its Broadway run, is
sold out.
At the Sheldon

* The Draughtsman's Contract will
run through Saturday, with screenings
at 7 and 9 p.m., with a 3 p.m. matinee
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