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‘Stagestruck’: new twist on old story

Review by Eric Peterson _
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Australian film, shows tonight at 7 and 9 p.m. inthe

Sheldon Film Theatre as part of UPC's Foreign Film

Series.

The lively (thoug not overly exciting) sound-
track, colorful New Wave collages, handwritten song
lyrics and cut-out profiles of Elvis (hundreds of
'em) tt;ll:r us right lth the mrth nmyb/mt:'e thinf too
seriously; we overhear a schoo schoolgir] con-
versation, see their mwm — and the 14-year-
old boy, Angus (Ross novan) turns out to
have blue hair, while Jacqueline (Jo Kennedy) looks
like Pebbles from the Flintstones — orange hair and
a witty large bone stuck it it.

Allthat hqm a deliberate unreality, Danc-
ing is never but an exaggerated choreo-
graphed group activity; we can hear a dozen other
movies in every turn of the dialogue; and we know
Angus and Jacqueline will each find their swee-
thearts in the end. They can’t be each others’ swee-
thearts, because they are cousins and (we amused
and omniscient film viewers learn) ly siblings.

The film has prepared us fairly quickly not to
expect any serious look at the punk movement; we
quickly learn that though the boy has blue hair
(which his mother makes him wash back to black)
and the girl is determined to shock, they are basi-
cally nice, ordinary kids on the make. The fun of
Starstruck is in seeing how the old pattern works
out with a punk setting — though certainly not a
New Wave film sensibility — and in recognizing the
e waewhon.

en go by a store ow, Jacqueline is
filled with & dream — of having ali that stuff — and
Angus tells her that if you want something, you're
sure to get it eventually. The familiar reach for a star
idealism is replaced naive materialism in this
version of the old Hollywood success story. They
steal & great red kangaroo suit and go to a club
where Jacqueline wants to be discovered. The club
crowd use the same motions, have the same reac-
tions and in indication of their conformity form a
human chain which becomes one big caterpiller-like
bein; .

Sh&e sings a song called “Temper, Temper." Of
course everybody gets into it and of course she is a
big success. Although her performance is a little
mediocre, in this picture guts count for
and we'canboth enter into, &
that if you're wholesome and have high hopes, no
one could deny you your dreams.

Our picture of Jacqueline as a clean-cut kid may
alter a little when we see her and the lead guitarist
of the band she played with at the Lizard Lounge in
bed together — we see them through gauze curtains

- Don’t Put Your Decision to
Buy Health Ir_lsurance'on Ice.

Are you willing to gamble that
school year?

Why not Buy Student Health Insurance and decrease your odds for financial disaster to

illness or accident?

After Febraury 15, 1884 all enrollments are FINALI
Office, Room 203 at the Health Center by Wednesday,
Representative is svailabie 1o answer your ques
information call 472-6000.

— but our perceptions of their relation are similarly

distanced so that we realize this is young and first =

love, and they are probably going to get married or
at least live together fomgr nndgem?t

Everything Jagueline and Angus do is as ure,
an attempt to be daring — but their sense of fun is so
big that none of the other characters can repress a
smile. Though they conquered the Lizard Lounge, all
of Sydney and Australia remain unmoved.

That's why Angus has to come up with something
so.big that everybody has to notice. This turns out to
be Jacqueline's tightrope walk between two tall
buildings while she wears a suit with large and
exposed fake breasts. Everything happens that they
could desire — the police and firefighters and
reporters arrive a crowd gathers, she has a dramatic
near fall and all the television coverage has made
them celebrities and hot property. No one is offended
by any of this, not even the kids' family — who are
pleased at all the deserved attention Jaqueline is
getting. :

This gives Jacqueline and Angus a shot at the Big
Chance, which is a rock concert at the Sydney Opera
House hosted by local teenybopper personality
Terry Lambert. It features a $25,000 grand prize for
the best new band. Lambert to put her in the
program, but shuts out her friends and insists on
using the studio band.

This is the first big moral choice in the film, Will
Jacqueline do the right thing? Will she stick by her
pals despite a temporary obstacle? Not this rising
star! “You need all the people in your life (meaning
Terry),” she says. “It's called healthy.” The rejected
band and brother-cofsin leave singing a cute number
about her greed — “I want to live in a house with my
own little box!" — and smirk when they see Jacque-
line give an insipid and awkward performance, with
Solid Gold sex dancers, on Terry Lambert's Wow!

am.

Jacqueline is still intrigued with Terry and goes to
his apartment full of wholesome desire only to dis-
cover Terry and a good friend in the pool, gay, witha
whole lot of male swimmers and a few plastic
sharks. What follows is a pretty nice camp imitation
of the old Esther Williams water ballet routines,
which is no more interesting now than it was when
Esther Williams did it. Her hopes for Terry dashed,
Jacqueline returns to her intended and to her friend
Angus, Her moral crisis resolved for her, Jacqueline
is free to bring things to a smashing conclusion —
the clever young things sneak into the opera house
through a stratagem, displace one of the bands on
the program, and — you know the rest.

at, the idea
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yﬁu won't have any medical bills during the remaining

Visit the Student Health insurance
February 15th. A Student Insurance
tions Monday through Friday. For more

P.0. Box 809 827
Dallas, Texas 75380
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Tinted Soft Lenses

Hard Lenses

eineken (light or dark) :
head
Dos Equis .y
¢ THURSDAYS .
6-9 p.m.

Friday February 3, McGuffin

Lower Level Atrium
1200 N St.
475-1407

»

: g
LIGHT UP YOUR LIFE
FOR ‘1

We'll treat you to a Highlight Frosting for just $1
with your purchase of a regularly priced haircut,
;l}gmpoo and styling. A S.g value, yours for just
Stop by today or give us a call at 477-6921 or 477-
9211. Appointments not always necessary.
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Third Floor Doumtown

means Perm Special. Our deluxe salon perm,
?5 indua‘mg !}c;i‘rg shampoo and styling, reg. 34.50,

now on

| S

A A o

-
-

@ Free in-office consultations to discuss my eyes and contact lensies o

© A thorough examination of eye function and eye health by my doctor

e Individual selective fitting considering the following contact lenses that the doctors use:
— Regular Soft Lenses (aver 30 different lens types) \
— Soft Lenses for Astigmatism- '
— Extended Wear Soft Lenses |3 types — can be worn while sleeping)

Gas Permeable (3 types)

— Bifocal Soft and Hard Lenses

Full fime availability of doctors and staif

Close supervision of all contact lens fittings

Individual private instruction on care and handling of any lens type

. Four to six weeks follow-up care with the office that includes trial program for:
1. Close observation of comiort and eye health

2 Lens strength or fitting modification if indicated :

3. No charge for damaged lenses — minimum charge for lost lenses

This follow-up care is, of course, included in the

o Immediate replacement of most lenses i
® A continuing care program — future upgrading of lens care and of contact lenses as
scientific progress is made = ) :

Special 24 Hour Contact Lens Information Service — 475-4040
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Trent Bauer
Student — University of Nebraska
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¢ Nolnterest .
*  No Carrying Charge

$20/month
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