Thursday, January 26, 1984

The business of “mis-education” of
this nation's athletes, especially black

is no laughing matter. Re-
M-Wmd
our nation's dormitories are

full of evidence that this mis-education
exists and further, that little is being
doneto prevent this disease from spread-

m%ndellin;ﬂthlnhne,thepmvl-

gsion of pmtotvmx:mmm is im-
portant. In this , the controv-
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Mis-education a

Since the advent of affirmative action

and other such pro 8, “disadvan-
taged” students historically have been
made seapegoats for the inadequacies
or shortcomings of these programs. In
Kevin Ross' case, former Creighton
Coach Tom Apke said, “One of Kevin's
biggest problems was are disabil-
ity, not lack of intelligence . . . he had
aver grades at an average high
school in Kansas " Apke went on
to state that Ross 't do well on
college entrance examinations.

“The rationale was that we had to
have Kevin playing and happy to have
a chance to reach him educationally,”
Apke said.

Since when does a student's “happi-
ness” come before telling him or her
the truth about his or her academic
potential or life's chances? And while
college entrance tests do, indeed, have
cultural biases, that does not excuse
Creighton or Apke from recruiting a
student who they knew full well had
reading disabilities.

The fact of the matter is Creighton
recruiters saw a tall black kid who
could dunk the ball, and they wanted
him to perform on the court, not in the
classroom. As a matter of fact, %
ton officials were able to get the N
to pay for tutorial ces for Ross
after his sophomore year, a time when
they found that when Ross would
read, his eye inadvertently skipped
two or three lines. But theytold no one,
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year, athletic director Dan Offen-
conceded that yes, he indeed

had given Ross an easier course load.
So now t.he.:roblem is exacerbated:
Ross has reading problems, he cannot
do college-level work, he is reading at
the second-grade level even as a junior

in college, but the university to
e&ndﬂd on a brokmoa;;b&

courses to pad his GPA and thereby
remain eligible,

Now, if this happened to an athlete
who, in four years of ball at
Creighton, started only 10 games and
averaged a scant six points per con-
mt, what will such institutions ;lo Wﬁ

p star-caliber players eligible?
these institutions suspend a player
who brings in poor grades or will they
“work things out"” where somehow,
mystically and magically, this athlete
does “extra homework™ and therefore
remains eligible? In either case, we
have the student athlete being treated
primarily (and oftentimes solely) as an
athlete. His or her status as a “student”
becomes secondary, yet it is the stu-
dent aspect of his or her developement
on which their future prospects are
built or buried!

There is yet another dimension many
“experts” are intentionally overlook-
ing: the fact that the bulk of the blue-
chip athletes come from lower-income
areas. That includes the ghetto, the
barrio and even predominantly white
rural communities (e.g Dean Stein-
kuhler). What we find then, is that in
these areas, the level of education is
not comparable to private or subur-
ban institutions. The recruiters who go
to these areas, then, are well aware of
this fact. This, then, seems to be the
reason why there are discussions of
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roundabout discussion (when
mentioned at all) about the student’s
chances of getting his or her degree,

We know educational attainment .

and income, in most cases, are related.
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$2 .00 minimam
vidual student
tion ada,
Students must pay for the ad at the
tima it is i

FOUND ads may be submitted free of
charge. "
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Large fvebedmom, two &
bath, house lor renl. Fireplace,
plus jos plus doposil. 28th and
STEREQ-AUDIO-VIDED PMENT "
ERe - EQul grea. 475-4353 sfter 5:00
Mark — 474-1296
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mis-educated and are not
: that enhance

After all, it is the athletic program that
is taking over their student
status; it thedhluﬂ:mnthlth
taking up time that be used
studying; and it is the athletic

that circulates and

the term “student athiete.” So if mis-
education is to continue (and it will),

punished

their backs four years and
empty-handed, then it is the role and

of the institution to at
least guarantee that athlete a job the
Job, in turn, would enable the athlete
to: 1) accomplish a highly-held goal in
life; 2) support his or her return to the
campus to complete the degree that he
or she did not recieve; 3) receive pay-
memtor{onryursofkeeshvehbor
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s a.mong*_. athlstes

for which reeive crumbs, and
4) benefit from the millions of dollars
the university made during that par-
ticular athiete's tenure. .
It has been said that “you can'
teach what you dont know and you
can't lead where you won't go." The
universities across this nation that are
guiity of mis-education cannot over-
turn their own inadequacies any more
than a robber who has successfully
gotten away with his money would
return that money because of a “crisis

- of conscience.” The institutions of higher

learning in this country have to be
made accountable for what they are
doing to those who, because of skin
color or academic dificiencies, already
will have a rough enough time in the
world of the 1

A guaranteed job for these athletes
would be a necessary beginning an
economic security blanket in lieu of
having to foolishly make moral appeals
to institutional power barons who, in
fsct, have no morals.

SKISALE!

Coats, Sweaters, Skis & Bindings, Poles . . .

All 30% OFF

Boots & Bibs
20% OFF

Name brands you love! Gerry,
Obermeyer, Lido, Dynastar, K-2,
Scott, Salomon, Look, Tyrolia, Scott.

78 Mazda GL.C; Clean; Runs Grast, NO
Aust; No Accidents. Baltery, Brakes &
Shocks are new. Must sse. $2.000.00.
Call 474-4280 atter 4 p.m.

YRCANCHes for sec-
New 3 Bdrm, — Cuslom Decorated samaster, room and board for $780-
— Giood Centr, & Pricad Right! m semaster. Near campus at 705
all Kim Wi " No. ,UNW%I
a]“ man, Call 474-9 for Mac

It doesn’t have to
be confusing.

Just drop in and see how you can add up to $100 a month to your
bank account. When you add plasma donation to your schedule.

We're close to campus and open 60 hours a week so you can
donate between classes.

Even though we're filled with students — new ones are always
welcome! If you've never signed up with us before we'll give you

T, et gy o, Doy Univarsity & an additional $2 for your first donation if you bring this ad.
ore, Coll T appmert GRSES - BO01080 8. WF So drop in today and see how plasma donation really adds up!

$10 is paid for each donation and you can donate twice a
week. Call now for an appointment

University
Plasma Center
1442 O Street  475-8645

OPEN: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 8:00 am. to 7:00 p.m.
‘Wed., Sat. 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

federally inspected




