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Until that moment of diagnosis, Tsongas, like

most of us, had carried hb ambivalence through his
political career the way he carried his child between
cities that winter afternoon. Tsongas never forgotthe older colleague who stopped by his table when
h3 v.T.3 a freshman congressman and said, "Let me
tell you one thing, I was in your shoes. I was here and
I really devoted myself to my job and I ignored my
kid3 and they grew up and I never knew them. It
makes me very sad. Whatever you do, don't do that."

Last spring, when a New York reporter asked him
hb major accomplishment as a senator, he said
spontaneously, 'Keeping my family together." As his
wife, Nikki Tsongas, a former social worker and law
student, campaign partner and now full-tim-e par-
ent, said, "What is the point of a life that is profes-
sionally successful if 20 years from now you have
unhappy children who can't cope?"

He had to hear the words "not benign" to finally
focus on priorities, on mortality, time itself. "I used
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to ache when I had to leave them," said the senator.
"Now that won't be a problem. The illness forced me
to do thinking that would not have taken place."

What of the rest of us who suffer, as the senator
did, from mid-lif- e bulge, the years of small children
and big career plans? Tsongas lived at the outer
edge of ambition and expectations where it's harder
to keep any sort of juggling act in shape.

But there are times when we all end up complet-
ing a day or a week or a month, as if it were a task to
be crossed off the list with a sigh. In the effort to
make it all work, it can become all work. We become
one-minu- te managers, mothers, husbands. We end
up spending our time on the fly.

"If you care about your children and you care
about your job and you take it very seriously, some-

thing gives eventually," said the senator. Sometimes,
what gives is pleasure. Not all of us are forced to
confront our own deadlines, the reality that we are,
as Tsongas put it, "all terminal"

It's not that we should all live urgently under
some threat of execution. It's not that we should go
home and play Chutes and Ladders with our child-
ren for 48 hours. But it's worth paying attention
from time to time to the way we drift, function, fill

time, spend time, lose time.
Tsongas now talks about eight years or more. In

eight years, a newborn become a third-grade- r, a
first-grad- er becomes an adolescent, a 10-year--

becomes In an inattentive life that stakes
time for granted, those eight years can slip down as
easily as Jello.

By this time next year, Nikki Tsongas will be back
in law school and Paul in a new job. Their lives will
have slowed to the normal hectic level ofthe average
two-care- er family. The peculiar thing is that theyVe
gained some real time.
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Get your career off the ground with an Air

Force commission. Graduates of Masters
programs in Health, Business, or Public
Administration may apply for openings in
our worldwide health care system. We offer
an excellent starting salary and many other
outstanding benefits, such as:

A direct commission as an officer in the
U.S. Air Force Medical Service Corps
30 days of vacation with pay each year
Advanced education opportunities
Complete medical and dentaf care:

Capt. CcrrJe!l Eullis 432221-431- 9 Call Collect

A great way of life.
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Sympathyundeserved
In response to Pat Clark's editorial on the preli-

minary hearing of John Joubert for the alleged
murders of two Sarpy County youths (Daily Nebras-
kan, Jan: 19):

I was left with mixed feelings. Yes, I could see the
point of worrying about a fair trial after such state-
wide media coverage. At times, the media can
divulge too much information about a case prema-
turely. But I would hope that ajury would be chosen
fairly and that this jury would listen to the evidence
in the case and make their decision based only on
what is presented at the trial, and to make this
decision honestly.

But in the editorial, I detected a sympathetic feel-

ing for Joubert. This left me angry (if Joubert is

proven guilty) not because Daniel Eberle and Chris-

topher Walden are dead, but because I imagine how
the two boys must have felt once the realization hit
that theywere going to be killed and would never see
their families or friends again. The thought of their
emotional desperation in the time before they were
murdered haunts me and drains me of any' sym-

pathy for their killer.
Sheri Packwood

freshman
broadcasting

Residents shun image
This is yet another contribution to the long line of

letters written by those who have been offended by
Bill Allen's "humor" column. This is in reference to
the column is which Allen refers to Abel Hall as "the
Zoo" (Daily Nebraskan, Jan. 19).

As residents of Abel, we feel that Mr. Allen's com-
ment are insulting and innaccurate to say the least.
The term "Zoo" came about in the mid 1970s in
reference to the loud noise and disturbances that
existed in the hall during those years. There is little
evidence that lifestyle exists at Abel anymore. Today
in 1984 Abel-Sando- z is a pleasant and enjoyable
place to live. Many people who have lived in other
residence halls on campus have been satisfied with
Abel Hall as a place to sleep and study without being
disturbed. The residence directors, student assist-

ants, and other housing personnel have worked
hard to improve living conditions in Abel since the
70s. Mr. Allen has insulted these people and proba-
bly a large" number of the 1 100 residents who live in
Abel Hall.

The Daily Nebraskan should hire writers who are
more in tune with what is happening on campus
today, instead of employing columnists that live in

the past and confuse the campus with sterotypical
inaccuracies of today's campus life.

Jim Mueksch
senior

engineering
and 17 other students
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MBG Offers Students
Two Banli-In-The-B- ox Locations and a

Campus Money Center in the Nebraska Union.

With two Bank-In-The-Bo- x machines
and the NBC Campus Money Center, the
Nebraska Union is the perfect place to
get cash, make deposits, transfer funds
or cash checks. In fact, you can use your
Bank-In-The-B- ox card 24 hours a day at
the south entrance of the Nebraska
Union. If you need any other banking
services, NBC's main bank is just a few
blocks away.

Apply for your own Bank-In-The-Bo- x card at the
NBC Campus Money Center or at any NBC bank

location. It makes 24-ho- banking
easy as NBC
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The Daily Nebraskan (USPS 144-CS- 0) is published by the
UNL Publications Board Monday through Friday in the fall
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ments to the Daily Nebraskan by phoning 472-258- 3 between
9 am, and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. The public also
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Carta Johnson, 477-570- 3.
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