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‘Terms’ chamcters .t'rue heart-grab bers

By Steve Abariotes

Is there a word that most accurately
describes the feeling of happiness and
sadness at the same time? Get the
hankerchiefs ready, anyway. The anx-
iously awaited “Terms of Endearment”
is here and it does indeed live up to all
its excellent expectations. It is a film

that relies heavily on the power and

range of all its actors.
James Brooks is responsible for the

precise first-time direction and the

humoreusly lyrical screenplay, which
Film
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is based on the novel of the same name,
by Larry Macmurtry. Brooks’ prior ex-
perience is in television. He has worked
on the “Mary Tyler Moore Show" and
many other prime-time comedies.
“Terms Of Endearment” is a senti-
mental film about family interdepend-
ence and twirling emotion that comes

dangerously close to being cute. Itis a
dark, cyclical “comedy,” and I use the
term comedy loosely
unique blend of different styles, genres
and moods. It is about ordinary people
encountering the “big chill* and con-
fronting all the terms of personal com-

because it is a

mitment that go along with it.

Aurora Greenway (Shirley Mac-
Laine) is a tough-widow who lives in
Houston and resides in a well-to-do
house that is sprinkied with all the
expensive little knick-knacks that
make a house a home. She cares for
her daughter Emma (Debra Winger) in
:h paranoid way, and confides in heras

e
phone constantly when they are #1
and tell each other everything
conversations revolve around the
weird men in their lives.

“Terms” takes place over roughly30
years, hi all the important
slices of Emma’s life. We move f

randomly from oné point to another.
Fl?:d the most part, there is no fore- .
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of things to come, nor does
that it is necessary to add
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Debra Winger and John Lithgow in “Terms of Endearment”: “Happiness

and sadness at the same time.”

transitions. It works strongly the way
is.

Emma grows up and gets married
right off — against her mother's
wishes, (Aurora doesn't like the idea of
being a grandmother at the age of 50.)
Emma weds, then beds, Flap Horton

(Jeff Daniels), a rather dim-witted col-
lege professor, Flap is selfish and
simple-minded, but he thinks he's soph-
isticated. You can't hardlx fault the
all?r though. He is unaware of his indif-
ence,.and his self-devotion. And
Toves Flap because he is cuté.

Aurora hates Flap. She can barely
tolerate him. She also tolerates her
mngmg and single next-door neigh
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" intrinsically good-natured and n\&

even lion-hearted and you can't
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buit like him a whole lot. He is the right
stuff, only turned on its head and twice
as interesting.

As Breedlove, Nicholson maintains
his psychopathic presence. He is in
control and you can see the wheels
turning. His character is the film's
most refreshing.

To Aurora, Breedlove isboth
ing and apalling, but he is h
tails above the rest of her suttors.
MacLaine is vibrant and sparkling, pul-
ling eut all the stops when it is
for-As Aurora her affection for Breed-
love grows stronger and stronger; but
her rehﬂnump with Exnm h nru

priority. -

Win'ﬂ'bEnmahM m:.ng
an
her mhreﬁm at the end of every
sentence: She seems to plead = lot.
Even though she bears three children,
her childlike charm and stick
with her. Winger lets fly with real emo-

tional intensity while reaching effort-

into h m.a-.mor
tosthod acting tricks, She’'e

spends at school
sort of withdrawn naivete,
b back with some of the but
lines of the movie. It is & good charac-
ter and a good job from him.

Many familiar local faces appear,
including Troy Bishop as one of
Emma's kids. In fact, he breaks a few
hearts and nearly steals some scenes
in the process,

The photogn:lphyh soft and lush. It
radiates a kin that

. contrasta picely to the to

which the film initially aspires. If it is

- true that every reaction has an oppo-

site reaction, then chances are that
“Terms of Endearment” will cause you
to feel sad, but
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Everybody loves dogs. Whateonldbebeuu'!or
your son/daughter, little sister/brother, niece/ne-
phew, than a Shar-Pei puppy?

These rare dogs (they come from China) sell for
only $2,000, if you buy them from a Neiman-Marcus
store. will hand deliver in the continental Uni-
tedofsutu,butthere:m added fee.
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