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News from Grenada: ‘It don’t come easy’

By Christo Burbach
and Mike s

The media is the message, as Marshall McLuhan
asserted so often. Since much of what we know
about the world is told to us by television, it is inter-
esting to note the coverage the recent invasion of
Grenada received.

From the moment the pre-dawn attack was
announced, TV was there in its traditional role as
world commentator.

First mention of the event came around 8 am,,
when President Ronald Reagan and Dominican
Prime Minister Eugenia Charles addressed the

Television
Review

nation. Ironically, Lincoln's channel 10 had to inter-
rupt it's tape-delayed showing of “The CBS Morning
News,” in order to air the new news.

The network’s first big chance to tell the nation of
the day’s events came during the evening newscast
at 5:30 p.m.

The day’s events were still sketchy, although the
White House had alre begun its campaign to
rationalize the incident. One of the more amusing
attempts at this was aired on ABC's “World News
Tonight.” The White House relesed pictures of a ded-
icated President Reagan, hard at work on the Gren-
ada situation Sunday morning. The idea here was to
prove the decision to invade wasn't a hasty one. To

prove that it was indeed 4 am., the ent was

shown in his jammies and slippers conferring with a
fully dressed George Schuitz.

In direct contrast to the network's commercial
filled synopses was the ever-professional and
insightful “MacNeil-Lehrer NewsHour." They had
simultaneous interviews with a number of people
from both the critics’ and aum:amps, they
delivered an objective and iv report on

* Grenada's history and the invasion and they gave

equal air time to leaders of nations that
and others who condemned the US. action. They

Robert MacNeil (left) and Jim Lehrer:
“Neither sensationalistic nor even slightly
yellow.” ‘

also spoke with editors of small-town to
get "girom roots America's” (my cliche, not tﬁeir‘u X
reaction.

And, there were no commercials. MacNeil and
Lehrer were neither sensationalistic nor even
slightly yellow. Their thought-pmwm interviews
provided the flash needed to gain lis-
tener attention. Perhaps commercial n
should take some lessons from class acts like

mml;;rlne-m of the
' ' cover events was
on the Cable News Network. " as
called it, was a Voice of America broadcast
pictures, OK, that's a bit of an exaggeration, but the
show did fail to even attempt approaching both
sides of the issue on several key ts.

Although they told the story of the invasion itself
as well as possible without actually having someone
on the island, CNN's anchorpersons and
leaned quite noticeably toward a bu:
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up wo :

A reporter gave a short history of Grenada from
colonial times to the present. Innocuous enough so
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- Jackson Browne (right) will appear in the
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Soviet news building lu
nous and doun-lnsplrh; stone TACC. (Them durn
Russkies, can't even write an S).
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looked a Marine com-

mercial. Their reporter inuMe
recruiter in Los Angeles about an increase in en-
listments since the t explosion. A new enlistee
was quoted as saying he-was “inspired about
to protect American " The reporter
the with the Marine Corps ditty, “the few, the
P the Marines." Gee.

The three commercial networks an&gmud
late-night summaries of the day’s event. melo-

dramatic “A at Dawn” was a dmrm
oy AT
seemed to be holdovers froni the evening broad-

the ineffective (th of Gren-
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wound up this sentimental fluff with a glum mono-

if a sharp CBS advertising executive y went

around to companies trying to sell the special news

bulletin. Perhaps because of the frequent commer-

cial breaks, Rather was cutting short his
ststogotoa mercia

“news spe

‘Albee pair double treat
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