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Assistant head coach Marion Latimore said many
of the Wildcat problems can be traced to an abun-
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Cross country team hopes to end losing tradition

By Jeff Browne

UNL's cross country team is badly in
need of some good traditions, its coach
said, and Saturday’s Big Eight meet in
Lawrence, Kan., just might be the place
to begin.

“We have not been areal good team,”
first-year Coach Jay Dirksen said. “But
this year we've run well. I hope we can
finish third or fourth in the Big Eight.
There's no reason why we shouldn't.”

In the past nine years, Nebraska's
team has finished eight in the confer-
ence six times. It has finished seventh
each of the last two years and its high-
est finish in the past nine years was
fourth in 1977, So, Dirksen is predict-
ing history in the making.

“lowa State was picked by the coach-
es towin,” Dirksen said, “and Colorado
has great tradition, so they’ll be hard
to beat. Every team will have to run
well to beat us.”

Dirksen said he expects Nebraska
and Kansas State to battle for the
third spot in the meet because the
Huskers have consistently beaten other
teams in the conference this year.

Nebraska's top individual performer
is Wally Duffy, a senior from Shenan-
doah, lowa. -

“I look for Wally to finish in the top
five,” Dirksen said.

The runners to watch out for, Dirk-
sen said, are ‘Yobes Ondeicki and

Joseph Kipsang of lowa State. Dirksen
said they have a realistic shot at plac-
ing high in the national champion-
ships later this year.

Nebraska's cross country probm
in the past have been caused by a lack
of emphasis on the sport, Dirksen said.
He said that the athletic department
wasn't sure it could have both a good
track program and a good cross coun-
try program. UNL now intends to do
well in both, Dirksen said.
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its balance, Dirksen said.

“We have a couple of who can
run close to Duffy,” he “All of the
g: ys will have to run their best

r us to finish high in the con-

'rerence, but I think they can enlly do

u.'

UNL's second runner is Gerard
O'Callaghan, a sophomore from Cork,
Ireland.

“Gerry used to be a shorter distance
runner,” Dirksen said, “but he'udiut
ed and now is a good runner.”

Other runners who Dirksen said he
will need good meets from are Tom
Hoffman, Kurt Russell, Marc Adam,
Mark Gokie and Dave Cudmore.

“Hoffman has really come around
sincethesurtot‘theyear, Dirksen
said, “and Russell was the 1981 junior

champion. Dave Cud-
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a thing as an Aggie Joke, Peru State
College students and alumni just
might be willing and able to write a
bookﬁﬂedwthsnchbarh.

es on the “Campus of a
Thousand Oaks.” Peru State’s
athletic teams are also, then, a great
source of entertainment and sense
of community if not a source of con-
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Happiness, fun fill air
as Peru plays football
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Peru and the winners in the high
school and junior high divisions
were announced at the half of the
football game.
“Looks like Peru " said one
student, who said was from

)

never-harrowing 51-7 to
asuntil theeudoftlwme

success, wasn't |
outcome or the

'ldnn‘thw he told his team,
m-nu‘twunwthem‘
of our 80 you guys can go out

Etﬂﬁ‘mr‘"“"e




