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Without & doubt, the pk for blues music in
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a constant supply of good,

th out the blues for many reasons,”
I -md-nwtdefrouporllum have
ter o : e

nusic until the summer of 1973, Boehmer sald. Live
music became a regular feature the following

and the establishment booked its first national act
in September 1974. At first the entertainment con-
sisted mostly of local performers, he said.

Later, as Lincoln became a viable market for
national acts, the Zoo worked towards a steady mix
of both local and national acts, Boehmer said,

Today the Zoo is well-known internationally as a
blues club and Boehmer said the goal has been to
perpetuate the blues music as it was during its peak
in the "50s.

He said there has been no attempt to alter the
decor or atmosphere of the Zoo. He said the smal-
Iness of the club creates ideal setting for listening to
music. The Lincoln community also has proven to be
a healthy environment for this particular genre of
musie, he said. :
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ues its basic blues tradition

“I guess I'm continually amazed that we can run
as much blues as we can in this small of a city,”

Boehmer said. _

A 1969 UNL _ said he became
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“I started down here, putting songs on the
Jukebox, bringing in to sit aro hear

college-age crowd, Boehmer said.

than the usu
The club doesn't aim exclusively for student
business and Boehmer said that his ment is

there for anyone who has the desire to listen to

. blues, as well as '50s-'60s roots type rock 'n’ roll. The

Zoo experiences very little drop-off of business dur-
ing the summer months, and on the whole serves a
wide age group.

These days the Zoo's reputation makes it very easy
to schedule popular bands and performers, and
Boehmer he & number of calls from various
acts, but admits he's rather choosy when he goes
through the process of booking bands. Boehmer
said he works hard to treat bands fairly and that
most acts enjoy working in Lincoln's receptive
atmosphere.

Boehmer's other business interests have included
Larry's Showcase, which is now for sale due to

‘more than just a bar. “I can't

‘Lavender Moonlight™
A Mannequin Romance

By Pat Clark

Last week: In an unprecedented
flurry of activity, April May June and
Walker Treadmill made it all the way
from the hotel elevator to the taxi in
only one episode. The reason for this
breakneck pace was April's slowly

realization that she

growing
enjoyed the company of Walker
‘Treadmill

The beach at Cape Town sprawled
as big and uniformly white as the
government employees who frolicked
%ere.t‘!‘?osh.it looks just like Cream of

ea April in delight, as
aheﬁud Walhfer e:ii;d the mi.wﬂk

“No time for tseeing,” er
halting AP/t easimuriag s 0 hor
halting April ] to her
still more. “If we're going to find Mr.
Lavender's yacht, we've got to start
looking now. They won't be docked
long." ;

hundreds of ships of every size and
description. ‘There are so many. What
if the one we want isn't here?””.

“z“hen it's somewhere else,” Walker
" “Oh yeah, I suppose so," April said,
her voice off into a little

pointing along what to April looked
like a row of nearly indistinguishable
pleasure yachts. “And isthat Mr. Hitler
about to go aboard”" April squinted to
get a better look. She couldn't say for
sure, but — yes, that had to be him.
Nobody else had that endearing, char-
acteristic goose-step. “That'’s him!™

With that exclamation, they were
off, sprinting like thoroughbreds for
the wire. April could see Randall on
the deck of the yacht, and a person she
presumed to be a crew member pre-
paring to pull the yacht out of port.

She did not know yet how she felt
about Walker Treadmill, but she knew
she wanted to see Randall. Yes, Ran-
dall would set everything right again,
just as he did whenever life got confus-
ing. Life got confusing so frequently
these days, too.

Even as she ran, though, she started
to sense she could not run fast enough.
We're not going to make it, she thought
to herself. Sure enough, the yacht was
already pulling out of the dock when
April and Walker were still yards away.

Standing at the dock, April waved at
the ship. No one waved back. Suddenly
she felt so very foolish; for wanting to

come to South Africa, for deciding to.

find Randall, for gettlng Walker in-
volved and maybe him his job; it
was enough to make a girl cry. As ifon
cue, the tear dropped from her

onlyto be lost in the salt water of
e harte gt

Walker stopped at her side, “It's not
that bad," he said, with s_urprmng
cheer. “We where he is anyway.

April couldn’t stand that he was so
cheerful, so helpful. Not now. Why
couldn't he be a jerk? Just enough of &
{ei‘rkthatahemuldcetﬂdorﬂlﬂe...

oughts.
. “I wish I were Iphigenia," she said
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financial difficulties, he said. Although the Show-
case lost money, an effort is being made to recoup
the losses and go from there, he said. Boehmer said
the present situation won't affect the Zoo in any
way, unless the Showcase isn't sold.

Boehmer is now in the midst of working on his
newest venture, Blue "‘h"’“""‘ lhﬁ‘ﬂn. &
regular at the recorded a live album
at the & year which was recently released
on the new record L. The new company has also

m:ﬂm;g;&-mmmm

The first video of Slim will be released Nov.

* 19, Boehmer said, and is expected to be shown

across the United States and most of Europe.
Boehmer said he intends to have Blue Dog Records
produce several reco at the Zoo and said he
later hopes to go into and managing.
Last spring, the Zoo was pulled into the s

when People ere mdthuﬂov.m
rey took actress Kl to the club. Boehmer
said he thought the article was “rather amusing”
The Zoo has been a favorite of Kerrey's for several
years, he said.

.For many, the Zoo is an important source of the

type of music they enjoy. For Boehmer, it's defin
very long at

without hearing blues,” he said. “It's like bread and
butter, and I'd really miss it."

Piekup as Verdi,

' ,__ radio is all

3
five hours of
ic? The show,

erd],” which is

shown as mmf t,.he PBS “Great
erformances” narrated

Bart Lancaster and stars Roﬁalbg

alternative




