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Texas pair stays in shadows of Husker stars '
By Scott Ahlstrand |

For seniors Nate Mason and Ricky Simmons, the
wﬂﬂehrnhfootblnhtooht.nem
prefer the satisfaction of doing their jobs to the

that Cornhusker football generates.

A ty example of Simmon's was the 54-
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Riggins hel fo down.
But Summons flore s Lo, were oershadowed

“The coaches call the plays, so there's no reason
for me to worry about cv\nirﬁu more passes
than I do," Simmons said. “All | care about is us
wmmtmdwedothnwhenhvm;mtchu passes.
I think it would be pretty childish to be mad because
heﬁmhlnl more.” m g

urday’s game was typical for Mason. He
came off the bench in the third quarter and led the
Huskers to two touchdowns. his r-
mance, the local press said little about Mason's

PW

don't like a lot of attention, so it (the publicity
that Gill récelves) doesn't bother me at ali,” Mason
said. “We're both trying to help the team win. When
he does something good, I'm happy for him.*

Mason and Simmons came to Nebraska from
Greenville, Texas, in 1979. Both started for the
freshman team year and were projected as
future Husker stars. In 1880, Fryar and Gill arrived
on campus and Mason and Simmons have been in
their shadows ever since.

“I've learned a lot at Nebraska," Simmons said.
“When [ first came here, | wasn't too motivated to
block. The coaches were really patient with me,
especially Gene Huey, and now I think blocking is
one of my strengths.”

Homecoming hyped-up weekend ritual

What If the Huskers sucked canal water?

Another Week (or homecoming week,
depending on how enthusiastic you are about the

occasion) has slipped out of town, leaving behind
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damental is wrong with the way we
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This is not a windy diatribe against Homecoming.
With the exception of the parade on Friday, the
evente of Homecoming Week were magnificently

anned, in the sense that they were as easy for
the to ignore as they were for the
invoived to find and enjoy. Homecoming Week is
only important here to the point that it is a capital-
ized and double-underscored version of every week;
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For Mason, the Nebraska experience has been  alot from it."
similar. While both are considering careers as profes-

: sional football .fhwn. the{:gwmnhm at

“Il always remember my at Nebraska. | Istheir top goal now, They they’ll help Nebraska
think they've helped me d pinto aman, and a anyway theycan, whether it's with ablock, a catch,a
good n," the senior quarterback said. “Every- ~ pass or a run. But Nebraska fans know little about
thing hasn't always been roses here, but I'velearned  the two. Life is quiet in the shadows.

TURNABOUT — Nebraska reserve running back Jeff Smith corrals Colorado safety Jeff Donaldson
as the latter attempts to return a fourth quarter punt. Assisting Smith on the tackle is fullback Tom
Rathman,

aseries of carefully planned activities to fiil the time
between football games.

Now at two locations
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The accent here is on the “carefully rmm' ' 1321 O St. "" '
Somewhere along the way, Husker football stopped ,-’g' / 477-9567 -
being an occasion and turned into a ritual, asjoyful ey} East Park Plaza Al
and spontaneous as a contract. Homecoming Week | !{ Food Village R \ !
ritual , ' A=k 3=
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the season, looks terribly exc

ing to the game. overriding look on J)eople's
Eeq is one of grim importance, perhaps duty. It’s
Sat , time to go ¢cheer on the Huskers. It'slike a
second and a complex one at that. It's not
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enough to grab a ticket and go the stadium; one —
must prepare onesélf. Mission Control has a shorter —
eheckﬂl:h?or “:hhe Space Shuttle m aox;:n lmker } ;_ [
fans go on Sat mornings. dsome |
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underwear? Radio tuned in to Lyell Bremser?
C!uckeckﬂowmlmwbuyfoodinmmn?
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