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Director sets completion date
of UNL rec center at 1987
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By Janet Ste&nski

The proposed multi-millio- n dollar recreation cen-
ter for the city campus is an idea that current UNL
students will not likely see realized in the near
future.

Currently, the Coliseum, Mabel Lee Hall, the Men's
Physical Education Building, Schulte Fieldhouse
and the East Campus Activities Building, are the
only indoor facilities available to students for open
recreation and intramural use. Since space in each
of those is shared with university classes and
becomes crowded when indoor intramural seasons
begin, the need for a new center is obvious, Stan
Campbell, director of UNL recreation, said.

"We had the proposal on the ASUN ballot in March
of 1931," Campbell said-- "We've been working on the
program statement ever since."

Campbell said the UNL Central Planning Commit-
tee advised the recreation office in August to submit
a needs statement to the NU Board of Regents. UNL
Chancellor Martin Massengale would need to
approve that statement, which would include a
request for funds to hire an architect to design the
center.

A student need for such a recreation center has
been apparent for more than 10 years, Campbell
said. "In terms of schools in the Big Eight, we have
the lowest hours of (open and competitive) recrea-
tion facility available to students," he said.

Campbell said that at Kansas State, where many
students see their physical fltncas as a priority, stu-
dents schedule classes coordinating with their use

of the recreation center.
The other campuses dont share their major

recreation centers with physical education classes
either, and most are open from approximately 6
am. to 11 p.m. for student use, Campbell said.

Ifa new recreation center is to be build, Campbell
said he hopes to receive private contributions from
local, national or regional foundations as a funding
source. Student fees would help in the areaofmain-
tenance, he said. Renovation possibilities of the
existing facilities are another option, he said.

A possible location for a new center is a three-bloc-k

area running from 17th to 20th streets and
Vine to S streets. However, that area has railroad
track lines, which were owned by Rock Island Rail-
road until it went bankrupt, and it may not be
available.

Although the Coliseum and Mabel Lee Hall would
still be used for intramurals, the new recreation
building would house five basketball courts which
could be utilized for other sports such a3 volleyball
A suspended jogging track, weight room, swimming
pool and 14 handball and racquetball areas would be
added, as well as golf putting greens and areas for
table tennis and pooL A martial arts area would be
built for judo, karate and aerobics classes. The new
complex would also house recreation departmentoffices.

The center would cost $11 to $12 million and
could be completed by 1C37, Campbell said. But that
may be pushed back, he said, depending on how
quickly plans are drawn and money is provided Co
1C37 b a "very rpuh" estimate, Campbell said.


