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Today marks the end of the fourth week ol the semes-
ter; 1 1 to go. By the time you read this column. 1 will be
sweating through my fourth hour exam of the week.
And with those hour exams come dreaded letters called
grades, which accumulate to form grade reports.

There are several tilings that I despise about the grad-
ing process here. Hie first is the fact that they send the
report cards to my parents instead of me. That's a cheap
shot. 1 then end up racing the mailman hundreds of miles
home to the mailbox before Mom or Dad get the first
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To solve some of these problems, I've developed a
new grade report for college students. It consists of
two parts; a report to the student and a separate report
to the parents. No letter grades or numbers are used in
either report. The report to the student calls it like it
is. without messing around. It is sent straight to the stu-

dent and is either a Pass or a No Pass. What makes it

unique is that it allows the instructor to check off one
of 15 comments that most appropriately explains the
grade. For example, my grade report for last semester
would have the following comments:

- You were lucky. No one guesses that many ans-

wers right.
-- Congratulations! Your sweet talking and groveling

worked.
-- The only reason you passed this course was so that

you could graduate and leave us alone. Now go graduate
and leave us alone.

The report to the parents is sent out much later. Like
the other report, it has just Pass or No Pass options. But
here the student gets to fill out the comments column.
Most students have to come up with reasons (not ex-

cuses; there is a difference) for their parents anyway, so

putting comments on the grade reports saves everyone
time and hassles. Some of these comments are:

- All of the brains were in my section - they destroyed
the curve.

-- I didn't need the class to graduate anyway.
-- Most of the grade was from a group project - and

the people in my group were the dumbest . . .
-- Grades really don't matter.
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peek. 1 am very disappointed in UNL for not trusting in
me to truthfully report my grades to my parents. I really
would tell them.

The other procedure that bothers me is the grade
point itself. I feel so cheap when they identify me as a
3.143. That's just not my idea of a complimentary adjec-
tive.

So what am I getting at? The present grading system
is worthless. It puts unnecessary stress on the student.
It seems that learning is no longer the primary reason
for taking a class; earning a high grade is. It just doesn't
make sense to worry and develop an A- - or
in some course like nutrition when that grade doesn't
reflect your knowledge.

Grades haven't always been worthless. Remember
the good old days in kindergarten? Miss Wood (kin-

dergarten teachers - are always single and always have
one-syllab- le last names) would write, "Brian is doing
very well, colors beautifully, and mixes well with the
other children!!!" Short, sweet, and positive comments
with three exclamation points and two smile faces.
There was no D-pl- for coloring outside the lines, no
F's for failing to sleep during naps and no big outcry
over spilled milk. That's the way grades are supposed to
be reported.
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Executive positions are available now to collegeI

seniors and graduates as Pilots or Navigators. Your college
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The Daily Nebraskan en-

courages brief letters to the
editor from all readers and
interested others.

Letters will be selected
for publication on the basis
of clarity, originality, time-
liness and space available
in the newspaper.

Letters sent to the news-

paper for publication be-

come the property of the
Daily Nebraskan and cannot
be returned.

Submit all material to
the Daily Nebraskan, Room
34, Nebraska Union, 1400
R St., Lincoln, Neb. 68588.

degree makes Air Force flight careers a reality. Goal

oriented? Qualify for Officer Training School and become
an officer in the world's finest flight program. Excellent pay,
benefits and prestige. Only a limited number of these
special opportunities remain. For more information, call:
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402-471-55- 01

(Collect) Highlander Fun At
the Denver-We- st

A grwrweyofife.Freshmen & Sophomores: See AFROTC

Holiday Inn. $15
inclusive, per ifyf. H

TAME
FUITION
COSTS

person, per night. Special
package price based on
four persons per room,
per night. Wake up to an
"eye opening" skier's
breakfast before a day
on the slopes. Return to
enjoy one of our spacious
guest rooms and all the All less than an hour's

drive from the Denver-We- st

Holiday Inn Holidome
in Golden! Offer valid Jan-

uary 24 through April 3,
1983 7 days a week.
Advance reservations
suggested. Dial direct
303279-761- 1 or toll free
(800) 238-800- 0.
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Pay For Your Credit Hours
With A Few Of Your Spare Ones

Become a plasma donor! Each donation takes only about VA hours

and earns you $10. You can donate twice weekly (but please wait

72 hours between donations).

Which could easily pay for a semester- - if.You can earn up to $95 a month
in a semester.

amenities of our Holidome
Indoor Recreation Center:

Whirlpool
Sauna
Tanning Center
Billiards
Table Tennis
Miniature Golf
Gamefield Fitness
Course
Exercise Equipment
Electronic Games

Ski Dillon, Keystone, Cop-

per Mountain, Brecken-ridg- e

& Arapaho Basin

INDOOR RECREATION CENTER

Fight the costs of higher educationl Call today for an appointment.

University Plasma Center
1442 O Street 475-864- 5 Denver-We- st

14707 West Colfax
Golden, Colorado 80401

Exit 262 off 1-- 70

Open Tues.-Wed.-Fr- i. and Sat. 8 a.m.-- 6 p.m.
Mon and Thurs. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Licensed by the FDA

Present this ad at check-i- n

UN No. 44


