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Artist Billy Shaffer
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paints on Hefty bags,
t, ' ' t ft"-

sings about Nebraska
By Jeff Goodwin

Local artist Billy Shaffer didn't always want to be
an artist.
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"I wanted to be a fireman up until last week," he said.
A display of his paintings is currently on exhibition in

"'

the Nebraska Union main lounge.
The paintings are somewhat unusual in" that they are

painted on plastic-Heft- y bags, inflatable life rafts and Go
Big Red ponchos - rather than canvas.

"I couldn't afford canvas anymore, and I had these
Big Red ponchos lying around, so I decided to use them."
he said. "I think I'll use them for awhile. Canvas would
cost 18 times more than an inflatable air mattress."

Shaffer received his bachelor of fine arts degree from
, .UNL in 1978. For the past three years he has lived in

Seattle, where he had a one-ma- n show. He is currently
working on his master s degree at UNL. wmmmm

"A lot of people work with plastic in this plastic age,
he said. "But I've never seen anyone use Hefty bags or
beach balls before as canvas.

Shaffer, a veritable Renaissance man, is also involved
in other creative fields.

He is a musician and plans to release an EP in the
near future. One of the songs is entitled I m from Ne
braska."

"I wrote it before Springsteen came out with his new
album," Shaffer said.

The album will be recorded with help of local musi
cians Sean Benjamin, Jim Jacobi and Dave Robelhe said

Benjamin was formerly a member of the Heartmur

Musical revue

features songs
by Sondheim

For anyone with an affection for
Broadway music and the songs of
Stephen Sondheim, the UNL Opera
Theatre is presenting the musical
revue "Side by Side by Sondheim"
at Kimball Hall at 8 p.m. Thursday
through Saturday and at 3 p.m. Sun-

day.
The revue will spotlight an assort--,

ment ofNnore than 30 songs from
Sondheim's Broadway musicals like
"A Funny Thing Happened on the
Way to the Forum," "Gypsy," "A
Little Night Music," "Follies" and
"West Side Story." Each song is
made into a small vignette that il-

luminates the wit and sophistication
of the spngwriter's music.

The seven-memb- er cast includes
Eric Boardsen, who is also the choreo-

grapher. Gregg Tallman, one of the
two pianists, is the director. The
commentator is Rex McGraw, chair-

man of the UNL theatre arts depart-
ment.

New York Magazine has described
Sondheim as "the man who restored

quality and self-respe- ct to the Ameri-

can musical theater."

Sondheim began banging out tunes
on the piano when he was 4 and

taking lessons when he was 5. When
he was 15, he moved to a farm in

Pennsylvania, where he was the next-doo- r

neighbor of Oscar Hammerstein
II. He met Hammerstein after writing
his first musical, "By George ."

Hammerstein said, "It's the worst

thing I've ever read and, if you want
to know why, I'll tell you," and that
cemented their relationship. Sondheim
became Hammerstein's apprentice for
the rehearsals: of "South' Pacific"
and The Kuw antf

When he 'was '25, Sondheim met
librettist Arthur Laurents, who was

working with Jerome Robbins and
Leonard Bernstein on an updated
version of "Romeo and Juliet" called
"West Side Story." Sondheim became
its lyricist, and his career took off
from there.

He was lyricist for the 1951 musical

"Gypsy." He wrote both words and
music for "A Funny Thing Happened
on the Way to the Forum," which

won the Tony Award for Best Musi-

cal in 1962. With the 1970 musical

"Company," Sondheim was named the
season's best composer and lyricist.
He won two more Tony Awards for
words and music with "Follies" and
"A Little Night Music."

Tallman will present "informances"
a half hour before each performance
in the Westbrook Music Building 119.

murs and currently is the head of his own band. Jacobi is Staff photos by Craig Andresen

'Arch Enemies (Best Friends)"the lead singer of the Crap Detectors and Robel is the
drummer for Charlie Burton and the Cutouts.

Hours:
Mon.-We- 8-- 7

Thur. & Fri. 8-- 9

Saturday 9:30-- 9

If THE
PUMMEL

13th & Q
Gunny's Bldg.

SHOP inc. 1

Why wait for the State Fair to come around.
You can have that taste you crave year round.

STRAIGHT EDGE BARBERS
206 S. 13th

INTRODUCING
2GENETTE GIBSON JS HAIRCUT $5.50

STYLE $11.00
Perms & Straighting
Shoe Shine Service
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WE OFFER ALL
THE LATEST
FALLSTYLES

FOR BOTH MEN
& WOMEN AT
REASONABLE

PRICES.

476-176-7
To our professional styling staff
Dick Olson & Genette Gibson

Am enrse Annwc tub rcct"Flinjoca Are Colorblind
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COSTIMCONTEST
Dru up aiid 4et stupid twice In one month!

Put your fiscal, management and business courses to

work building a professional career as a US Navy Supply Officer.

BSBA; MBA 21-3- 4 yrs. old

CALL

or write: OPO, NRD Omaha, 6310 Pacific St, Omaha, Ne. 68106


