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Arts & Entertainment

Dancer teaches meaning of movement

By Terry Field

-

To most people dancing is a career only for the elite,
but to modern dancer Robin Johnson, such a statement
doesn’t hold true.

Johnson, an assistant professor from California State
College at Fullerton, just completed one week’s resi-
dency on the UNL campus. Besides being busy with

. Personality

dancers here, Johnson also has been involved as an artist-
in-schools in many of Lincoln’s elementary schools.

Johnson is 2 dance movement specialist for the Artist-
in-Schools Program of the National Endowment for the
Arts. The dance movement specialist explained how
children benefited from his classes. It helps children
to discover skills like leadership and cooperation by
having to deal with partners and in larger groups. Building
trust, sharing group ideas and getting involved can all be
achieved through creative movement, he said.

On campus, Johnson has been working with a group
of 10 dancers. The group will perform later this fall in
many Lincoln schools.

Lori May, a senior dance major in Teachers College,
is one group member. May describes the training as having
two parts.
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“Basically, it is an introduction to all the many ways Robin Johnson
one can see and experience movement,” she said. “Using
the elements of time, space and energy, the group demon-
strates the many different ways a person can walk —either Prior to becoming an assistant professor at California
fast, slow or in between. We also continue on that idea  State, Johnson was on tour for six years with the Ririe-
with running, skipping and rolling.” Woodbury Dance Company of Salt Lake City, Utah,

Johnson joined this company after receiving a master of
Eventually, the dancers will show the kids some  fine arts in dance from the University of Utah. Johnson
real dancing, relating most of what they had been talking  also has worked with the reperfory of many other dance
about to movements in the dance. companies that already have visited and performed at
UNL,_mcluding Murray Louis, Alwin Nikolai, Bill Evans

Johnson is also this year’s guest choreogrpher for  and Pilobolus.
the Nebraska Dance Ensemble, a dance company made
up of university dancers. The dance piece by Johnson i 2 . ;
titleld “Common Denominators” is the most recent in To anyone in the fine arts, when lq?kmg S - Job
his repertiore. Six dancers will perform “Common De-  YOU should try to keep it to your craft,” he said. “That

nominators” in the Nebraska Dance Ensemble concert W2Y» You won't be too overcome ang exhauste.d being
i February. a waiter or waitress, which leaves little to no time left

for staying prepared with your craft.”

is heard in the heawma

“Dancing in Robin Johnson’s piece is exciting,” May o4 though it’s not heard here on Earth.
said. “Each movement doesn’t seem to have an ending, Johnson took his first dance class in a junior college hat which | call “Father”
and it is this constant flow of energy that makes the  jn California when he was 18. Now, at 31, Johnson has rotect me from death to birth,
dance what it is.” become a driving force in the field of dance. e Lty o
Johnson describes himself as a “dancer of exception.” science mwm 'l:‘azlfit:: :
“In this world where dancers come a dime a dozen, The reason why Johnson has become so successful | weskly fowturs  Originel Work. UNL  students
the job market in our career seems bleak,” he said. “But  possibly is because he is a male in a field where there . intertsted in W« ert, cartoons,
I have a career where my full-time job is to be a dancer.”  are so few males, yet many negded. Also, Johnson lives m ""'"m. "':' "'_"""I " i "ﬁu :‘::
his life the way he teaches the children - never stop closs name, phone number, ﬁdﬂl . ul‘ vesr in
exploring. school

Live, from Lincoln,
it’s a radio marathon

KZUM, Lincoln’s listener-sponsored, community-
access radio station, will broadcast live performances
during its fall marathon membership drive, today
through Oct. 24. Some free tickets for the studio
audience are available at KZUM and Dirt Cheap.

The performances are:

“Venczuelan Style,” today, 7:30 p.m.
“Ken Winston Trio,” Saturday, 7:30 p.m.
“Table for One,” Saturday, 7:30 p.m.

“Peter Salter and Jonathan Brodie” Sunday,
| p.m.

“The Click™ and “Pogrom,” Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.
“Children’s Story Time with Sharon Grady,™
Wednesday | p.m.

“Sean Benjamin and Friends,” Wednesday,

Moofluvy’nm 7:30 p.m. ommyomeunr

John Hammond, perhaps the foremost solo blues artist . . ' i
- - - ’ “Salt Creek String Band,” Thursday, 7:30 p.m. . “ :
Saturday o g o ﬂmﬂ‘m‘ ceiod wodcion o “Open Stage,” Friday, 7:30 p.m. thana Ross, * the leading lady of the rock era," per-
20 s & ol to his creds “Dennis Taylor,” Oct. 23, | p.m. b ftomght at the Bob Devaney Sports Center as
s tmymphyed ﬁthmﬂch yumbu bums mlohli “Cost of Living,” Oct. 23, 7:30 p.m. gm of Homecoming Week. As the lead singer of the
M‘y‘l R . R Bl WM mndmut. “The Unseen," Oct. 24' 1 p.m. eiudp:‘e“lesu 'R?b“hd-lsl.!No 'l albums. She has had

, Robbie Robertson, Y= - ichael . ms in career Mmure
Bloomfield. George Thorogood has said, “Hammond “Joni Mitchell Stole Your What!?” an original singles than any artist be:id‘:soflvh l’r:':;y and I‘::
got me going as a guitar player. radio play, Oct. 24, 7:30 p.m. Beatles.




