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Artist’s work on exhibit

By C. Scott Thompson

Continuing a tradition of regional
art showings at the Haymarket Art Gallery,
119 S. Ninth St., are the watercolors
of Connie Strohmyer Her exhibit, which
will continue through Sept. 19, djsplays
a wide span of stylistic development
that has occurred over a short span of
time.

The exhibit is a rarity among art shows,
because the viewer can see the distinct
breaks in her recent progress.

Her earlier work is immediately
identifiable. “And One Yellow Petunia”
is representative of it. The work is mostly
flora, rather pastel and heavily uses
secondary accent colors: cobalt blue,,
bumt sienna, yellow ocher.

Technically, her paintings are still
life, yet they possess a dynamic quality
that leads the eye from off-center points
to the matted edges. Her style is
characterized by dominant bare space,
and though it is beautifully subtle, the
viewer easily senses implied detail in her
work.

“Eucalyptus,” another representative
piece from her earlier period, uses umber
and magnese blue in her vague, tacitly
detailed fashion. *“Lilac Morning,” with
its cool violets and thayomine greens,
shows her success at suggested form.

The later pieces are marked by bolder
color and a move away from floral design
toward landscape. There is less definition
and a seeming effort to let the water-
color itself do more of the work.

Strohmyer discussed her later paintings
and the changes seen in them,

“Watercolor is difficult to control,”
she said, “and part of the beauty of water-
color is what it can do for you.”

She said she has been ‘“heavily”
influenced by artist Barbara Nechis.
Strohmyer recently attended a workshop
conducted by Nechis at the Parsons School
of Design in New York City, she said,

“Bottles and Bouquets,” which features
intense red rather than muted umber
accents, has an abstract quality
reminescent ~ of Matisse, Other- later
paintings like *“Rural December” and
“Crimson Country” are characterized by
thicker washes and strokes. Both works
seem a little unfinished and probably
indicate a transition to a more consistent
technique.

The most striking piece in the show,
“In Bloom,” also expresses the direction
Strohmyer is working toward, yet it
retains some of the beautiful subtlety
of her earlier works. The painting reflects
her bold new techniques while preserving
much of her style, making it all the more
interesting.

“In Bloom” has a fabulously rich
floral design whose mood suggest a
primeval woods. The colors are rich and
earthy and evoke the Renaissance: forest
greens, rose madder, lavender, umber.
The depth and sense of motion through
the work’s translucent layers is unusual.

But sometimes, though the watercolors
are both consistent and pleasing to look
at, her matting detracts. On several
paintings, the corners of the mat are too
omnate and tend to overpower the work.

- Strohmyer has painted seriously for
about 10 years. Although she has worked
with oil and acrylic, she now paints almost
exclusively with watercolor. She painted
more abstracts during her training at UNL
than she has recently,she said, but a
sense of abstraction remains in her work.

“It’s all a matter of practicality,” she
said. “I want to sell my work.”

She isn’t looking to expand the subject
matter of her paintings, she said, but is
instead looking for new ways to present
those subjects.

“I'm very comfortable with still lifes
and landscapes,” she said. “I think people
in the Midwest relate to the outdoors.”

When asked where she would like to
be in five years, she said, “I think I'd
like to leave Lincoln eventually. After
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