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Pervasive student apathy smothers needed voice

Even though it might be consider-
ed redundant to write about student
elections at this point. there is an

issue  that needs to be  discussed.

The elections might be considered
by some to have turned out to be
a fiasco. Indeed. the delays in com-
puting and  releasing  the  results.,
the complaints brought up in Stud-
cint Court and the petty mudslinging
by cundidates  detracted  from the
credibility of the election.

Fhe true Dasco was the low vol-
¢r turnout. matter that
needs to be regarded  not just by
an elite  tew,  a traditional  tew.,
aradical tew  but by all students

This s

Perhaps  analy zing  apathy - only
confounds the aeeramvation.
It omight be of some avalue tor

all students. o matter s har e,
me matter what politieal stanees
thiey Gake. noooanatier slat ssues

they care about. to evaluate their
reasons for not voting.

Fhat  the elections are a joke
might be true if students consider
their needs worthless.

Lhat the clections are only a
lutile might also be true
I students consider their opinions
SUL,

Fhae e s all a game might be the
truth it students do not  indicate
otherwise.

Fhat  ASUN merely  spews
posals which  are seldom. 11 ever.,
aarried  eat by those who  hold
redl power might be true consider-
mye the weight that the NU Board
the central admin-
wern oo eive those  pro-
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FUas casy o gnore o few students.
It s oven cusier o dgnore their prop-
osdbs when they are elected by
tew other students.

In this case. the clout of ASUN
seems to be a clear reflection of the
students”  desires.  Students don't
vote and regents don't histen,

The university seems to be caught
in a Kind ol vicious cycle ol apathy
that is worsening  cach  vear. 1l
approaches the pomt where 0t s
dividing  the  ASUN  Sepate and
filling some of the senators with
cynicisim and  paraneia.

I students refuse to vote. deny ing
a o real mandate to thewr stuaent
representatives, those representatives

hecome discouraged by the Lack ol

conlidence expressed by their con-

stituents and superniors.

An o example of this pervading
discouragement and dissension wis
seen at Wednesday  night's ASUN
meeting.  Rick  Mockler  had  just
been elected. The process was over
for another year.

The senators argued about spend-

mg S1Ys lor an advertisement in
the newspaper the day before the
clection. It said,  “ASUN  works
for you.”

Senators who had run on plat-
torms  calling for an ASUN over-
haul  said  the advertisement  wis
misleading. a lic and a waste ol
student fees, They were answered Iy
more  Ctraditional™  senators who
sand o essentially, "ASUN works
weve always done it this wan ™

Fhere is now a real need tor an
cllective  voice  for students. Wil
we lose mmportant  progrims, good
necded  new  Lacilities?
Unless students devide 1o vore. they
will have no voiee o these nat-
Lers.,

Whether there is a need lor chanee
or not. ASUN will never have dany
eltect  on  important
stirdents fail to vote.
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Diane Andersen
Steve Miller

Lack of respect
plagues columnist

L -

March 12, 1981 10 a.n.

It was time for my weekly hiatus to the mailbox to
see i L got any mail. I only go once a week because I'm
pretty realistic about my chances.

Lo and behold there was a lone letter left for me.
Fven though it was from the US. Army. | was still
excited until T saw whom it was actually addressed to.

It read: Dear Gim P. Warneke.

- warneke

There it was in black and white  another example of
the lack of respect that this journalist receives from his
fellow human beings. Let me clarify that, I don’t just
have a lack of respect. | don't get any respect. The
letter from the Army was the fimal straw and I can ex-
plain why. but tirst let me give you a sort of blow-hy-
blow account of my respectless life.

I don’t know what it is about me. but it seems like
I'm always getting dumped on. Every time someone
goes ina restaurant, I get signed up for the 12-and-
under birthday club. Since I'm the kind of person who
can’t refuse an mvitation, | average about 10 birthday
parties a month. They're Kind of fun, hut 10-year-old
eirls are a little young,

And then it my “friends™ eet tieed of that. they
sign My name o complamt forms at restaurants and
tell the manager that T wounld be willing to meet with
them in person i they would contact me. | get more
letters trom restatrant managers than 1 do anvone
else. And the only complunt that I can think ol when

try and he polite when they call, but now every time

Y

o meet with them is that they should be more stringent
in their birthday club membership.

Those kinds ol thinks used to happen daily, but
now it’s the nickname things.

Again, some of my “triends”™ started calling me
“Gimp™ and it really didn®t bother me too much. Since
I use crutches, it was basically accurate and it was
better than v old nicknume of “*Ugly.”™ which was
also probably accurate,

Anyway, somehody got the smart idea to give my
name to the Army as being interested in enlisting. But
they didn’t sign me up as plan Kent M. Warneke, but
“Cam P. Warneke.™

So 1 started getting phone calls asking for Mr. Gim
Warneke, For a long nme 1 didn't catch on, but then |
realized what ¢lse could it be, but another example of
lack of respect.

And the bad thing about it was that the Army re-
presentatives were so polite. They asked me how
classes were going, how | got my unusual name and
things like that. They almaost got me (o enlist with the
condition that I could be in cne of their neat little
conmumercials with the tanks and all that.

But alter a month of this, it got a little old. | stll

I'm thimking 1 should be saying somethimg ke *'m
on crutches for God’s sake. Gim P put together 15
Gamp. get 1t What do vou want me to do. run the
obstacle course in a wheelchair”™

P sure sooner or later. the Army people will
quit calling me, It doesn’t really matter though. 1t's
just o matter ol tme before somethmg else pops up
and shows o fack of respeet. Mavbe this time someone
will tell Frank Seviene thar Fmomterested i beine
o the UNL track team m the 1001 ard dash

Rita wears fur coats, wants to wear blue jeans

A the Fast poenadistoan the Unped Stes o imieisies
Ruita Jenrerte, Twas properls apprehensive s Dwatted Lo
Mis. Jenrente o
ant called Crickernt's

Atter all. My
by virtue of twoacts

(1) She took her shirt and trodisers ol Lo Plavhion

JORpm e 1wt

magazine, and (2) She tokl any one who wonld Bisten all

chmer it w Chacaee vesean -

Jenrette Jand hecome suddendy tamous

- nebraskan
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tette, did wihnle they were unnricd

Sice approsmatels 278 othier reporters had talked
to Miso Jenrerte betore my appoantinent b eonkl think o
very  hittle new intormaton T eould possibly chent trom
her, Makmg love on the steps of the Capnol” She Dad
told that story many times, Stepping naked o o lyy
tabear o Washineton pariy 2 Old new s, Bang propositioned
hy politicians pronunent and obscre” Tyervone knew
Iral

Iway ponderme all thay when Mrs. Jenretie swept o
the oont, bedecked imoa black fur coat. We shook hatids
i she sat down topoan e

Fortinately 1 dod not have to thimk ol ey
question, tor Mes, Jenrente had o prece
caver to valunteer to me

ol news sheowas

“1 have to Iy 1o Sew York o the mormme ™ she sund
“Milton Greene wants 1o photoergph me. He's the man
who took the tamous pictures of Manlvo Monroe, and

now e wants to take my pactore T olmk that's mce =

I attempted to tactiully broach 1h
Jenrettes attamane oo this
on the basis of her hisband s imstortomn

stthedet ol \1
clehiny <ol
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“Oh John?" she sard . “He called me momy hiotel ton

last nielit. T don’t knosw hosw Bie tound o w i
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staving. Do sou bnow what e asked me? He ashed me if
I ondd send o A 1I|[r-_'!_|;!f|-_ | SUTTAN ol TN IS m
Iomean, reallh ™ 1 oreh hke ust haneme up.

She ordered tettueeme, and bevan exanmmmg a lerter
man had witten concernme an mtervies she had done
with Toan Susider

“Ths iy o mice letter. she sard . CHe dadn 't like the wan
Fom: Sovider veared mes See this Bast line? e savs that

AL [ |‘L'i-[1]l' Jiind ot Tyave g respedt

Mes Jemente sand thoar wlinle ber Bmousime had been
stapped e Ahchiran Avenue attie that  alternoon
i“"'l“" Wl cathered round il I‘“HH-[L'J on the hosd

“Thes were velliy “Ritu. Ria. ™ shie sand. 1 thovaehi
that was nive 1 openad up the window a hitle i and
Dbt it ooy ok fhavib
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Pt severgl [ e ke swath haeh Vletne
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RN TRTCSN frian bo 2ivd pant ol my money (oo e
B me Bratia and Banclgdesh He smd that was niee

Weodad some dunks Mis Jenretre told me that she
hoped | owas K PN our conversalion e perspectid

\'\ e bwa Il i1'||!\lr.- on this cartn she s
Wo'te mo trpertant at all Do ovou tunk that papic
will Shal wee tdkime abontr SO A curs o now
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