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Commoner: Oil companies foster dependence

By Kim Hachiva
and Beth Headrick

Fhe United States” creeping dependence on Toreign ail
is caused by the VESC oil companies. environmentalist
Barry Commuoner said Thuarsday night.

Contmener. who has wiitten several books an energy
antd pohities and was the Citizen’s Party 1980 presidental
candidate, spoke 1o abont 800 persons i the Nehrasha
mon tor o UPC Talks and Topies lecture.

Barry Commoner

He satd American oil companies shifted oil exploration
eftorts abroad in the 1950s after they had fixed the cost
ol oil in the United States.

He said 1t became increasingly sxpensive to drll tor
domestic oil and this decrcased the profits made from the
oil once it reached the market.

Fach time a barrel of oil is taken out of the ground. the
next barrel of oil will be more difficult (more expensive)
to drill for. he explained Soon the eneray it takes to ex-
tract the oil will exceed its value.

I the 1920s and *30s there was a plut of oil on the
market, he said. The oil companies were upset by this, so
the Texas legislature set quotas on oil production so it
would equal the demand. With the prices fixed by the oil
companies, Commer explained. and as oil production be-
came more expensive, the companies™ profits decreased.

(ZS. otl companies then went abroad where. once
again, 1t cost pennies to drill for oil, which was sold at the
fixed high prices. Commoner said this information is from
the National Petroleum Council’s report, US. Encrev Out-
ftrerk

Commoner said the reason the cost ot oil production
escalates, which is the essence of energy crisis. is that oil
is a4 nonrenewable enerey source.

[he United States needs to find a source of renewable
energy now. i order to prevent further inflation caused
by the cost of enerey production, he said

“When tormer Prestdent Jimmy Carter sad, *We're
g out of oil” that's toie, I's also irrelevant. We've
heen running out of oil since 1839 when the first hole
was drlled,”™ Commoner sand

By “rencwable encergy™ Commoner sand he relers to
(which cludes wind, sun, hydroelectric
power and prain alcohol) or breeder reaction (fission)
noclear energy .

solar energy

But hoeeder veactons e o lone was ol he sad. The

Umired Seares conld be manutacrunme cithv] aleahol.
sonnethine that Boaal s domye now - By TSNS Bzl will
prochice enouel ethyl alcoled vo i all of s cars, Lie
Saltil

“But welre nod dome this because s protil
R AT
decision makers.” Comnmoner sand

AL a press conterenee einlier m the day
stgeested that the United States WP ot s
ary  budget and divert the money 1o niass mspont-
ation and urban development .

“Just think ol the insanity ol puttime billions of
dollars nto a rail system to carry MX missiles around the
southwest desert for no constructive purpose when tha
money could be used to run cities and keep them from
deteriorating.” he said.

Commoner asked reporters if
braska.

“He did? You'll regret 1. You'll regret it when he
guts the agricultural programs and when he guts alcohol

stock hiolders mvestoents s the cirtenta L the

Conmmone
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Reagan won in Ne-

(luely progeams. 10T were o Nebrasha tarmer. 1d o wam
M take iy vole buack. Nebraskha will reoper elecime
Reagan. Soowill the vest ol ns.”

Commoner sind researelr done ar s Cenrer for the
Biology of Nattral Systems By shown that aleoliol pro-
duction cane be done m o wass which will oot cut inte the
pse ol orane foy oo B owill orve avocaliore tull nse ol
feed giains and olter o stplin tor aleohol svnthesis

Ao lectome wavenas pant of the Avclirectural Collese’s
iy e Speaker Seres. Comuotier predicted drastie cliamnges
wohd he mvade o meerporate sokine eneres b he sand
st come asoan ongamzed ettort, not the “helre
shelter plan we now Tave ™

“The coommnny oueht to be vune for the hepelin ol
the people pather than for the henetit ol those whe e

weil b

“Reagan’™s plulosophy s that the economy grows hy
micho male entreprenctns taking economic “rishs” by tuk-
mye dollars trom the poor, giving it back to these macho
types soo they can rebuild the cconomy and give jobs
hack te the poor,

“That won't work. What this is s anarchy for the
rich. We've elected an anarchist who's dismantling the
parts of the government which get in his way ™

The Lincoln High bench agonizes as the final seconds
tick away in a 64-56 double overtime loss to Omaha
Benson in the opening round Class A game of the
state  basketball tournament. Seated left to right:

John Matzke
Head Coach
Bill Zuspan.

Photo by Mitch Hrdlicka
(12). Assistant Coach Kevin Albers.
Alden Johnson, and Assistant Coach

Run-off election results threatened by complaints
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i Fhisgmns and Steve McMalion hogly “Were just

whont were truth out.

presidential candidates
complamed that Rick Mockler and Dan
Woedehind the ASUN presudent-elect and
st vice preswdent-elect. respectively  vio-
fated an act ;‘.r\'\L'\] by ASUN that pro-
hibits the use of “ASUN faclities™ tor

CAIMPALLH PUTPOSES

“I really
the thing.”

TeNMahon 1o take the ¢om-

[igains didn’t know whether another
clection would
ruled there was a violation.
don’t have any comment on

MoeMahon said,

lached pmisdiction 1o rale most of the others line up.™

Fhe comumission advised

Watters said he dudn't know i a ruling
i his favor would require another run-<off
or i ASUN would have to hold another

be regtired 1f the court

general election

Vergith may  the electoral commission

Watters” complamt asks that the com.
mission apologize publichy . that the run-oft
elecuion be dechired “null and voud.™ and
1 uess I don’t have any otheér purpose  that the future commssion members be
on Apnl | than to see justice upheld.”™ Higeins sand.
allowing through to get the

aware of their duties and *possess a desire
to fulfill their responsibilities.™

“I'm trying to encourage them to tell

Another complaint to be heard Apnl |
mvolves Dan Renn's charee that Mike Krat-
ville illegally removed campaign posters
Atter Renn presented the complamt to the
commission, the commission brought the
charge to the student court.

The complaint asks that Kratville not be
allowed to hold any ASUN office or posi-
tion for one vear,

Mockler and Wedekind were not avail-
able for comment.

be more
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Maockler and Wedekind are
ASUN coprer tor campaign
the complant, McMahon
Hirschteld. the ASUN

I .i‘\r_‘i'\ .'_‘~j the -I“L‘}fk’tt

have used an
PUrpuses In
wrate that  Mark
first vice president.
violation

The complaint asks the court to re-
( e electoral comnussion to  de-
dare Mockler and Wedekind mehgible to

witice M AN J?";:\.IH]T:‘-,i posiiuon n

\S! N for one veu

Higems. McMahonand Tom Veraith tiled
-I!.-I_‘ same ‘_-‘?‘?7._‘:.13”1- with the [ jl\'\'f- f___\]
Commssion on March Y, hut the commis-

place his name on the complaint, he said

In the other complaint. Willie Watters.,
McMahon's  former  campaign  manager,
complained that the electoral commission
acted wrongly when it declined to rule on
the “tuse of ASUN facilities™ complaint.

Watters saud that. after the commission’s
action, he studied ASUN byvlaws and de-
cided 1 should have acted on the com-
plaint

“My suit, really and in fact, 1s against
Kim Wetland.” Watters said. Weiland 1s the
ASUN electoral commissioner.

“She 18 the election
Watters said. “When sh

ITHYHSSE N,

¢ snaps her fingers.

prudent,” Watters said.

The electoral commission has three days
to reply to the complaint, but Weiland said
it probably would ask for an extension.

“We still stand by the decision that we
made,” she said. “*lt looks really obvious
that it’s just an attempt to call the elec-
tion.”

“We thought it was not in our jurisdic-
tion.” Glenn Poppert, an electoral commis-
ston member, said.

The court dismissed on March 11 re-
guests to temporarily restrain the commis-
sion from counting the votes and releasing
the results. ‘
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