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opiion/editorial

Twisted logic displayed
in call for higher speeds

State: Sen. Ernte Chambers 18
applying twisted logic in his attempts
to qustity a legislative bill he has
sponsored o raise  the interstate
speed limit from 55 to 65 miles per
hour.

Chambers  contends  those  who
tavor keeping the speed limit at 85
mph because it saves lives and con-
serves tuel are wrong. In fact, he not
only says they are wrong, but also
asserts raising the legal driving speed
on Interstate 80 would be safer and
more tuel efficient.

e Omaha senator said  lower
s d limits cause constant stops and
starts  that  waste  gasoline.

This  explanation for defendine
higher speed Timuts might be worth
considering i traffic on Nebraska's
interstate  was regularly humper to
bumper. But it isn't. There are
few, if any. cars forced to stop or
slow down because ol the current
speed limit.

But even if this logic was sound. it
isn't consistent with other reasons

according to Chambers, would ¢n-
courage drivers to leave other roads
and use the interstate. This would
only add to the possibility that a
driver would be torced to stop or
slow down more frequently.

Chambers also says citing a de-
crease in the number ol traffic Lital-
ities as a reason for keeping the
speed limit at S5 mph is ¢rroncous.
e sard these figures are not restrict-
ed to interstates statistics. but in-
clude city  streets and  highways.
However, there is no way he can re-
fute the fact that trattic deaths have
decreased  since 1974, which  just
huppens to be the year the speed
limit was lowered

Perhaps the most ridiculous and
certainly  the most Inghtenmg de-
fense Chambers gives tor the bill s
his beliel that interstates were de-
signed for speed.

Wrong, Interstates were designed
for travel hopefully sate. efficient B
travel.

The bottom lLine is this: Lower
speed limits conserve fuel and may
save lives. Aren’t those results worth
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Chambers offers for raising the legal
driving  speed  on  the interstate.

A higher insterstate speed limit,  road?

unting teaches city writer abou

Editor’s note: This is the second article in a five-part
series.

My eyes were stinging from the perspiration that
poured down my face. | could hear every breath I took.
and the air hurt as it filled my lungs. My legs felt as it they
were attached to the ground. and sharp pains shot up into
my hips. My gun grew heavier in my hand.

We had been in the woods for almost tive hours, Now
we were nidway up o long, snow-covered hill, and 1 didn’t
think I was going to make 1t. My hunting companions
Roy Blizzard. C.D. Duncan and Bo Griffith tromped
after the three dogs, in search of grouse to kill. [ thought
I was going to be the one to die.

bob greene

In my notorons column on hunting. | had mvade th
following statement

“(Hunters) call themselves “sportsmen.” What o joke
Unlike other sports, hunting takes little agility, no physi
cal conditioming, no speed. Any slob with a got full ul
booze can go inta the woods and 1 his weapaon is power
ful enough, 1f his telescopic sight 1s strong enough <tand
a good chance of making a Kill.”

Now, on my hunting trip in the hills of West Vigimia.
I was learning that 1 had been flat-out wrong about at
least one thing. Whatever else can be said about hunting.
there is nothing physically easy about it and as a ciny-
living newspaperman who is used to hailing a cab rathes
than walking five blocks. | was finding it out in the most
stark and graphic way.

spending a few more minutes on the

For the first three hours of our hunt., I was doing all
right. We were doing much more physical work than | had
tried in years we were in the muddle of a forest, lifting
our legs through deep snow . plunging our feet into frozen
creeks, climbing over branches and broken logs. | was so
determined not 1o make the other hunters wait for me
that tor awhile 1 made it on pure adrenaline. But now,
with that steep. snowy hill reaching toward the sky m a
seemingly endless incline. 1 felt my strength evaporate,

What an experience it was, though. 1 wasn't sure how
ttowas allecting my theoretical view of hanting 1 would
have to think about that when the day was over, and |
wias back imomy hotel room but | was seeing things so
heautitul that 1T elten wanted to stop and just stare

The West Virgmia countryside wis so gorgeons it could
make vou cry. We were miles from civilization  other than
our own breathing, and the crunching ol our hoots i the
stnow, there was not g sound to hreak the stillness. kach
time we would come over the crest of o hall, or tm a
corner mothe wonds, soune starthing new viston swonld pre-
sent dtsell. The trees outlined agamst the snow . the valley s
unmarked by human endeavors, the solitude ot the deep
forest lor o person ased to the crinch and clatter of the
ity the whole thang was a joy, a gilt

OF course, 1t was easter Tor me to love it because we
were having very hittle Tuck tushing grouse from the
underbush. The harsh weather had drven the birds into
the sights of my gunning companions. | was secretly
happy that the birds were staying put. and alive; the
hunters had made no kills,

But to hear my hunting compamons tell it, the actaal
shooting was only a part of their pleasure. The things |
was enjoymg  the sights 1 was encountenng in the woods,
the pleasure | was deriving from pushing myself forward
up 4and over the hills - were what they said that they. too,

t life, not death

loved. We disagreed on the morality of killing animals
but they told me, us we walked together, that the grace
and tranguility ol being here in the middle of raw nature
had a lot to do with why they hunted.

I could give them an argument about that if the joy of
the scenery and the exhilaration of the physical effort
were what drew them here, then why not carry cameras
mstead of puns? but right now I was i no condition to
argue with anyvone. Just keeping up with them along the
tradl was all T eould think about. and 1 checked to make
sure the safety on my shotgun was in position. 1 wasn’'t so
sure that. if things got any worse, | wouldn™t be dropping
the weapon,

And vet there was pleasure even to this. T T ever el
this tull of painoin the ey, all | would have to do s
pick up the phone or summon a colleague tor help. Here,
though, of T dido't make it out of these woods, T wasi’t
going toopet out. There was no way tora vehicle tocome
hack here, and we could shout tor days and not be heand,

There was a kind of happiness to that, | came fron
world where there was alwavs a vagely ol solutions to
every potential problem. So did the men T owas hunting
with, But out here wath that world Telt behand  all we
had to depend on was oneelves. My hanting companions
didn’t talk about womuch. bat T eould el they were awaie
ob it and honored it .

I dido™t know of T was gomg to have 1o make the real
decision the deciston about whether 1o shoot at a bird
but 1 was grudgimgly admitting to myselt that the feeling
I was having out here had a Lot 1o do with living, and not
much to do with dying. | knew that could change i the
Hash of an mstant - but now ., crossing over a rnidge with my
three hunting compamons, | was feeling the best 1 had n
years
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Articles criticized

I wish to make a remark regarding the reporing of
controversy. It concerns Beth Headnck's
on the front page of the January 23 Duily
Nebhraskan Ms. Headock wiote columns last semester

the abortion

“news story”’

i which she suppotted the proabortion position (o
“pro-chowe™ of you hkey To assign her to the task ol

abiectivels cewering batl 1 es ot thi ]J'Jl"'-" W WS LeT
T!"I-I ox Py Iing low muyl \}r ends I.-_" TNew L ERTR

with it l r the Human Lite Amengment
} pregnancy ised by rape could not be tepminated ™
FPhis sentence adbas not related 1o the preceding discission
by is not attnthuted toany of the people she was suppos

edly reporting on, ar d <) o supported by any reles
ances or arguments Itss a ;i-u'-.-i_. editonal comment and

has no place i that siory or on any page other than the
editonal page.

| hope that this sort of buss will be eliminated i the
future

Tersy Chnstheb
(H.IR!H.H(' (\l‘Ht_"‘_"\'

Editor's note: The end of the original story on the
abortion controversy was deleted by mistake. The report-
er has included the response by the president of UNI
Students for Life to the statement that appeared at the
end ol the story Doug Novak had said women rarely
get pregnant from rape. He added if 2 woman does be-
come pregnant from rape there are various orgamzations
that offer counseling and adoption senvices to help the
victim understand just because the rapist committed
a crime, the baby still is innocent




