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Soaring fuel costs spurs UNL
to reduce gasoline allocations

By Gordon Johnson

The University of Nebraska has already done everything
it can to conserve energy without laying out a large sum of
money, a check of University officials found.

Vice President of the Administration, William Erskine
said that the University is not presently having problems
obtaining fuel, but that the major problem was soaring
fuel costs.

To help cut these costs the administration has been
pushing energy conservation of both buildings and
vehicles on university campuses since the Arab Oil
Embargo, Erskine said.

Although the University hasn’t had a shortage of fyel,
the June allocation of gasoline for the UNL Auto Pool was

RN cut by 30 percent, said Mike Cacak, Manager of the Auto
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Cacak said the auto pool has been getting around the

\  problem by cutting the amount of the average fill from 156
A to 18 gallons to 12 gallons per day

The auto rental pool has 154 sedans, 20 station wagons,
and 22 12 and 15-passenger vans.
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If the department renting the vehicle needs more than

the 12 gallons of gas in one day, they will be forced to get
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The total number of miles put on by auto pool vehicles in
1978 was 3.9 million. In 1978 57 thousand more miles were
driven by the auto pool vehicles with 3 percent less gas
being used than the previous year, he said.

This savings has been brought about gradually by
cutting down the engine size from v-8s to six cylinder,
Cacak said. Minor savings have also been brought about
by thé use of radial tires on r vehicles and the use
of electronic ignition which the car tuned up longer.

This has been a gradual change, said Joseph Pospichal,
director of support services, because the University can
not get rid of the older cars that are still serviceable to
replace the newer cars. Most cars are used for five years
before they are gotten rid of, he said.

to Roskens

Some suggestions made to NU President Ronald
Roskins by support service on how to save fuel included
mandatory car pooling for employees and staff members
going to the same place. This will primarily affect travel
between Lincoln and Omaha.

It was also suggested that the Lincoln/Omaha shuttle
bus be better utilized by employees when the time frame is
convenient. To make the shuttle bus service more
convenient one more run could be added.

Another suggestion involves eliminating
behicle purchases expecially when vehicles are purchased
just to utilize funds at the end of the fiscal year.

Policy statement

These suggestions along with others have been
presented to University officials who will write a policy
statement on energy which will be accepted or rejected by
NU President Ronald Roskins, Erskins said.

This policy statement will also cover the area of heating
and cooling buildings.

As with the auto pool, steps have been taken to conserve
energy since the 1973 embargo.

Jim Hines, energy conservation officer for the physical
plant said the use of computer technology in saving energy
is his primary project at the present time.

A computer system presently controls unit heating and
cooling in 17 buildings, Hines said. The , he
explained, is able to monitor and control the temperature
of the building as well as the times the equipment is run.

Computer use
Only 17 buildings are hooked up to the system, Hines
said, because the mechanical in the other

buildings are net designed so they can be used with a
© computer.
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