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Lured to UNL, then nght field, Oakley hitting hard

By Sara Martens

Coming to Nebraska and playing
outfield were two of the farthest things
from Steve Oakley’s mind a couple of years
r butto:‘? e finds himself in both
tuations perfectly happy with his

position.

Oakley, a junior from Los Angeles,
Calif., had played infield most of his life
until he met UNL baseball coach John
Sanders.

Sanders recruited Oakley to attend Ari-
zona Western where Sanders was the assist-
ant coach. Sanders was then offered the
position at Nebraska and asked Oakley to
come with him,

“] said there was no way l‘dgotoNe-

Oakley

Aher an injury sidelined him for half a
season, Oakley was contacted by Sanders.
Because of the added persuasion from Ne-
braska recruiting materials, the lure of a

university far from home, and the
fact that friends Ray Tromba, Val Priman-
te, Tim Pettit and Pete O’Brien also would

be pl for the Huskers, Oakley decided
to make the move.
Right field

The move from California to Nebraska
before last season was longer than the
move from second base to right field that
Oakley made before this season. However,
it was met with the same amount of hesi-
tation, Oakley said.

Oakley his baseball career as a

tcher and remained at that position until
senior year in high school.

“My senior year Benny Lefebvre
became our coach. He taught me how to
hit and really helped me as a ball player,”
he said.

Lefebrve would bring in his son Jim,
the 1965 rookie of the year for the Los

-

other buobE notsbles to wott vrlth
Oakley and his teammates, he said.
- around those guys made you feel

like a b“ldpluyer and play like one too,”
After .aduation, a sedson at
Arizona Western and move to Ne

braska, Oakley spent a season as the
Huskers’ second baseman, batting .303.
i New record

“I liked it there. John Russo (the Hus-
ker first baseman) and I turned 41 double
plays, which was a new school record. We
worked well together,” he said.

Before this season Sanders asked (hkl?
to move , this time to right fiel

“I didn’t thlnk he was serious when he’d
ask, so I just said ‘Well, whatever, coach,’
and tried to ignore him whenever he said
anything about it.

“In the infield you're always handling
the ball,” Oakley said. “I liked that, but
second didn’t give me a chance to use my
arm. Now lFet the chance to throw farther
and harder.’

Oakley’s ability to throw long was one
of the ‘reasons he made the switch, Sanders
said.

“I’'m glad I made the change, but it gets
boring,” Olkley said. “I hum a lot of songs
out there.”

Oakley is as ?u
Nebraska as he is wi
field.

“A lot of my friends teased me at first,
and [ didn’t really blame them. They didn’t
know what was in Nebraska and I didn’t
know what to expect, but I knew the jour-
nalism school was one of the finest and
graduating from here would be a big plus if
baseball doesn’t work out,” the advertising
major said.

But school work tends to take a back

y with move
with his move to
the switch to right

seat when baseball season rolls around.

“I work real hard the first couple of
weeks then when March comes around |
close yhonhnnj hope for the
best,” he said. “It's hard to concentrate
mnyo u wake up in the morning think-
ln;;bo t the game,” he said. .

Sonthem&llfomllrmdh'lp&!
Oakley the opportunity to play college

baseball in front of his parénts for the first
time,

“To play good baseball teams, Southem
California is the place to go,” he said.
“There are so many good teams so close to-
gether. Hawaii is 4 good recruiting tool but
there are too many distractions, like
beaches and grass skirts, to really con-
centraté on ball.”

atmosphere
“It’s fun going to other places to g‘ty
but it’s always great to at Buck Belt-
mr The support from , students and

people tn Lineoln is rully great, It
malm a ml friendly atmosphere to play
in,” Oakley said.

Some of the Huskers’ best fans this sea-
son have been little kids, who huddle
around muym between and after
games in f autographs.

“They really look up to you,” Oaklay
said. “I think it’s important for them to
model ball players, and it's important for
us to be friendly and talk to them about
baseball. It neemlllketlwljttlekldlmd
theold meu enj !tthnmoct ‘

Oakley has found
in Nebmh is iho weather.

“l hate playing in cold weather and
wind. When I go up to bat I feel like I've

almulygottwomikul?.lnnm‘.\\fm
weaFtheril'ul;tymmmfnthlwuﬂr -

un is a part of the game for
ley and the rest of the Huskers.

Different breed
“Baseball players are a different breed.

They're always goo
tluCnllfomluuyl

but by how we know
moods. There is &
teammates, We stay loose
Eltd: then everyone knows what their

As soon as the last out is recorded all
hell breaks loose,” he said.

Ouakley does his part for team harmony
a conducting the Husker Baseball Post

Show on the way hoiie from away

games,

He and designated hitter Bob Gebler use
the bus P.A. systemn to interview the
outstanding players of the game and

Sanders.
“0 has a double shot at a career,
either in ball or radio,” Sanders said.
continues his purt on the field

with a 317 batting average, fifth on the
team,

Hitting well

“l don’t try to power the ball. You
won't see the high towering home runs out
dm":h‘ 'Slfmy had hit a pitch

act yet to hit a
out of the ball park until last weekend’s
series with Miuourl That fact, he admits,
is a little distressing.

“l really can’t com because I'm
hitting good,” he said. y always say
hit the line drives and the home runs will
come. Well, I'm still waiting.”

However, Oakley said he has attained
one of his major goals; to consistently hit

the ball hard.
This personal remains though team
constan
“In the ofthenuonou:ﬁd
was to make it to Bh Eight play-o

Oakley said. “Now with every game we win
that changes. mmm#':mm now

we cail go to regionals, and if the big Hus-
ker in dqrhonontddemd\ouldgo
all the way.”

Technics semi-automitic
turntable with M91Ed cart.
1 Mo. oid!! Still on warranty.
Retails for $180 will sell for
$140. 4774789 after 5.

- _1a11mum

.

Mi table—coin -operat: ™
condition. $300 or -
best offer. Call 4778688 or
4328135,

mmu SI. 1800 direct
drive turnti»ownh Shure cart-

STORE-WIDE SPRING SALE
UP TO 50% OFF
An allout summer showing
of what’s new in:
- @ Swimsuits @ Shorts

® Tees

® Tubes @ Rompers

Stnph and register STARTS TONIGHT!

® Minoita Camera  @Dr. School’s Sendals
@ Even-up Tanning Blanket @ T-Shirts
@ Coupons, Towels, and other prizes

THURSFRI-SAT.
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Yumha 1978-780 Special,
r, and other sccessories.
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Help! | am trying to get &
old obituary transiated for my
ts. It is written in

it in
English. If can help, please
uu"u"m-m’?" > e

for

rent

L

1 and Mey 15. Sum-
:go::nun.Walw

SUBLEASE: Furnished
apartment svaileble immediate-
Iy. Call 4776767 before 5/8/79.

33

wnnm PAHKING
Street L"'

frat. lot on "R" aveilable
Call 4355656 after 5:30.
UL
- 4775408,

Sublease for summer: Spaci
ous 2 bedroom Close to
campus, Coll 4763

2 bedroom @pt., furnished.
Located betwesn On
bus line. Owner utilities,
$185 + deposit. no wild
and crazies. 477




