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Legislature leaves East Campus chiller in the cold

By Randy Essex

The Legislature Wednesday refused to
finance the East Campus chiller unit, leav-
ing university officials with the choice of
gnylng $35,000 in penalties and losing

90,000 for work already done, or finding
more than $400,000 to buy the air con-
ditioner,

If the university does not cancel its con-
tract and buys the chiller, about $1.1
million more would be needed to make the
chiller operational. _

NU en’teg mg‘ the nowmn&\mv&r;:l
contract in November, expecting the .
lature to finance the chiller, since the unit
was NU's top capital construction priority.

The Legislature. voted twice on the
chiller Wednesday and once Tuesday. The
first vote on Wednesday included the air
conditioner in an amendment to LBS594,
which appropriates money. for capital con-
struction projects next year.

The amendment was defeated, however,
after complex procedure in an attempt to
amend the construction bill.

Originall HI:? -rhl ngl’l' Habe
. rally, impe . Kex rman
proposed an amendment to the bill which
would have eliminated funds for renovat-
jon of the Temple Theatre building, the
Eppley Lbnréll:: UNO and for the pur-
chase of the building on Centennial
Mall for use by the State Historical Society

as a museum.
Bellevue Sen. Frank Lewis then
attempted to amend the Haberman
m:‘s‘ure to eliminate funds for ren
of the Agriculture Enginesring
East Campus, funds to plan ah on to

of the requested
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Apparently dissatisfied with the form
his amendment had taken, Haberman asked
to withdraw it, but was ruled out of order.

Voting on the individual projects took a
surprising tum, as none of the five projects
already included in the bill were cut, and
the chiller was added on a 25-19 vote,

The Legislature then voted on the
amendiment as a whole, Since members had
already voted not to cut any of the pro-
jects Haberman and Lewis proposed to cut,
the vote was actually on whether the
chiller would be financed. Funds were
denied on a 1323 vote,

The Temple building survived yet
another attonzt' to reduce the $6 million
D?ﬁmpﬂmd it. Sen, Loran Schmit of

wood proposed to renovate the existing
structure at an estimated cost of $2.8

million, without adding to the building.

Proposed delay
But Lincoln Sen. Dave Landis, who
combined with Lewis to sponsor the bill to
renovate and add to the Temple building,
said the Schmit amendment only ﬁnmpond
a delay in getting the project financed.

Schmit proposed that only $100,000 be
spent next year for planning the renovat.
fon, Landis argued that the question of
whether the project should be financed
would have to be faced again next year be-
fore any construction could begin,

Schmit’s amendment failed, 12:15.

So, following three hours of debate on
the construction bill, the Legislature ad.
vanced the bill without any amendmeénts—
in the identical form in which the bill was

introduced by the Appropriations Com.

mittee. )

The Temple renovation was not
included in Gov. Charles Thone’s budget,
so the bill will require 30 affirmative votes
for that and any other project included in
the bill actually to be approved.

Legislative Fiscal Analyst Bill Brunson
explained that construction projects not
included in the governor’s budget must be
included in bills that pass with at least 30
votes, or the projects are dropped from
the bill.

In addition, Gov. Thone could veto
specific projects in the bill if they are not
to his liking.

The bill only received 26 votes Wednes-
day when it was advanced to final reading.
The vote was 26-11.
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Post-April showers bring blossoming umbrellas and a soggy UNL campus.

Phote by Mark Billingsiey

NPPD manager’s decision commended by senator
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puid for the final six months

firm, NPPD was open to a lawsuit if it

not acoept the lowest bid.

“9f 1 could have enforced the contract, 1
could have sped things up at Gentlemen,”
said Gardner who was supervisor for 1,500

thinks is right and ts his people even
if there’s a chance of them being wrong,”

iste




