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clzily nebraskal

Bug lights, bucks, bad breaks | St
Filmmaker says ‘Cest la vie’ tolife’s little disasters

By Mike Sweeney

The scene looks like countless others.

The gird and boy, out on a date, sip
drinks and talk in a darkened comer of a
downtown Lincoln bar. She wears an ex-
pensive dress and a corsage; he, a brown
suit and tie, :

But you don’t have to look too close to
see what sets this scene apart from others—
the 100 watt bug light overhead and- the
camera rolling a few feet away are a dead
giveaway.

‘The scene is one of many in a film writ-
ten, directed and produced by University
of Nebraska-Lincoln student David Graup-
ner for an independent study class.

Graupner and five other.students are
creating films for a 16-millimeter film class,
offered this semester for the first time.

According to Graupner, the class is
loosely structured. The students aren’t
given any lectures or tests, and have
one textbook.

Instructor’ Edward Azlant said the class
is not totally independent study. He said
the students work t r and critique
::kch ot.he;is work. the students had

en a class in super-8 film making.

Graupner said Azlant helps them solve
problems and improvise on their films.

The purpose of the class is to have stu-
dents blend sound and pictures into a short
ten-minute film, Azlant said. The films are
made silently, and sound is edited in.

The bar scene is the perfect.end of a -

not-so-perfect %ﬁdes%:igﬁnmn’x :

The film, Graupner said, is about one of

~those days when everything that can go

wmnsl .doetdso wtll'long.

n one day, the main character, played
by Paul Schmieding, manages w‘s!sill coke
and coffec on his -term paper, get a -
speeding ticket as he rushes to get to

campus and is late to class, Graupner said.

That night, at the bar, the main char-
acter is tremendously excited about his
date while she is bored, Graupner said. The
Ccro moment comes when he takes his
date home, and hoping for a goodnight kiss
has the door shut in his face.

“The film says if we have all these prob-
lems, just say ‘c’est la vie’,” Graupner said.
“If you dwell on the problems it does
nothing Yor you at all.”

Films by the other students include a
documentary on Nebraska artist Robert
Weaver, a docu-drama about an eight-
year-old girl and what she thinks about the
world, and a comment on the nature of ro-
mance.

Graupner said he got the idea for his
film from .

“It’s a little bit introspective,” he said.
“The last four months of my life have been
h mn
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of the scene was destroyed and part was
not.

When he went to reshoot the part of
the §cene that was destroyed, he had to
carefully redirty his bedroom so it would
look exactly like the original scene.

“We ran into problems we didn't realize
existed until we started shooting,” Graup-
ner observed. But he said dealing with the
problems was good experience, because
people have film ruined in the real world.

Another unexpected problem arose
when Graupner attempted to film
Schmieding walking through the Union, he
said. In a daze, the character was supposed

to walk into the girls’ restroom by mistake.

With the cameras rolling, Schmieding
entered the restroom, and a woman who
didn't know a movie was in the making un-
::nowlngly followed him a few seconds
ater.

“I wish we had sound, because she let .

out a shriek,” Graupner said. “It was a
natural scene.”

Mark Goldfien, another student in the
cﬂllm, said he also had problems with his

m,

“My film has been one constant disaster
from start to finish,”" Goldfien said. “But
I've been told some of the best movies
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ever made went through' pure hell to get

out, That’s encounglm

- One of Goldfien’s cast members sudden-
ly died last month, so he had to begin
shooting again, he said. Then, a few weeks
later, his sister, who is part of the cast,

- passed out in the middle of a scene and had

to be taken to the hospital.
The six student films range in cost from
about. $450 for Goldfien’s film about

romantic f"“tm" more than $1,800 for
Steve Porter's film, the documentary about
the artist. Graupner said his film will cost
about $1,200.
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~ On location at Barrymore's filming “C'est La Vie?” from left to right are Mark Pratt, Dave Graupner, Alyce Nelson, Steve
Porter, and Paul Schmieding as the hard luck hero.

By Shelley Smith

Although the two ASUN presidential
candidates differ in opinions and philoso-
voter

phies, both said they believed good

turn-out in the run-off election is vital to

Nigro said most of the election attent-
jon was geared to the first election day,
and when a president was not chosen, “we
were really drained.” .

Cuca, a junior business administration
and said that he hopes peo-

Candidates debate senate relationship

work with these people,” ng:) said.

. “There is the possibility t Bud
(Cuca) won't be able to work with them
because he has different perspectives,” he
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