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Springsteen's album lacks bounce
By Scott Nelson

After a long, long wait, Bruce Springsteen's fourth
album, Darkness on the Edge of Town, is out, and the
unconventional rocker is singing his street songs again.
Only this time it's the same story ten times over. For all
the attention and noise that has greeted the new release,
it comes up short.

years before reappearing with this album. Springsteen
said the time was spent reworking over the 75 songs
he'd written right after Born to Run.

For polishing, Springsteen dulled more than the rough
edges and Darkness on the Edge of Town seems flat in

comparison to his early brilliance.
With few exceptions, most of the album is straight

Springsteen stock, a formula come-o- n with a howling and
over-blow- n voice and token, uninspired guitar work.
Gone are the Clarence demons tenor sax solos that raged
through Born to Run, leaving only short, leashed repeats
of the theme. Springsteen's glowing night-tim- e picture of
life in the city have been replaced with ragged portraits
of himself.

Springsteen takes to preaching and plays the role of
leading people from the bitter existence of working
days in a night-tim- e search for the promised land. The
album is just as corny.

Springsteen has a fine piece called "Prove It All

Night," which has a fine mysterious meaning. But he says

review
Springsteen's explosive arrival, when he hit the cover

of Time, was billed as the renegade savior of rock and
roll. His album Born to Run was a wide-ope- n mural of the
street people and the electric nights in New York.
Springsteen had gone from a cult figure to prophet
overnight.

Then he went into hiding, taking two and one-hal- f
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the same thing almost a dozen different wavs t.hmnow
the album and the point gets old.

He also has some blistering guitar work in a track
called "Candy's Room" that breaks away from the usual
thumpl.ig bass.

His best lines are not preachy and the meaning is clear:
I'll be on that hill with everything I got,
Lives on the line where dreams are found and lost,
I'll be there on the line and I'll pay the cost,
For wanting things that can only be found
In the darkness on the edge of town.

But it's a shame that Springsteen surfaces only once in
a great while, and sadder still when he misses his mark.
Save your money on this one, and hang in there for
another in two and one-hal- f years.

Calendar of Events
Thursday, July 20

Nebraska Repertory Theatre, "Habeas Corpus,"
Studio Theater in Temple Building, 8 p.m.

Sheldon Film Theatre, "Homage to Chagall the
Colours of Love," 7 and 9:15 p.m.
Friday, July 21

Sheldon Film Theatre, "Homage to Chagall -- The
Colours of Love," matinee 3 p.m., 7 and 9:15 p.m.
Saturday, July 22

Nebraska Repertory Theatre, "Dames at Sea,"
Howell Theater in Te'mple Building, 8 p.m.

Sheldon Film Theatre, "Homage to Chagall --The
Colours of Love," matinee 3 p.m., 7 and 9:15 p.m.
Sunday, July 23

Sheldon Film Theatre, "Homage to Chagall -- The
Colours of Love," matinee 3 p.m., 7 and 9:15 p.m.
Monday, July 24

Nebraska Repertory Theatre, "Habeas Corpus,"
Studio Theater in Temple Building, 8 p.m.
Tuesday, July 25

Nebraska Repertory Theatre, "Dames at Sea,"
Howell Theatre in Temple Building, 8 p.m.
Wednesday, July 26

Summer Film Festival, "Almos' a Man" (Richard
Wright), "La Grande Breteche" (Orson Welles Great
Mystery Series), "Brats" (1930 Laurel and Hardy),
Nebraska Union lounge, noon.
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Chesterfield's CBP disco celebrates
its new lighting system. Present

this coupon for 1 Free Drink
(Punchbowls not included)

Think Christmas now
and save.

SKETCH ARTIST
Have your portrait

done thursday evening
or any time Saturday.

GUNNY'S COMPLEX
We tike you ... at 1 3th & Q

's 13th & Q
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MCAT DAT LSAT GRE

6MAT OCAT VAT SAfl

$499
Try our delicious

Runza now. With this
coupon save 1 0 thru
July 26.

MCAT classes begin
Aug. 5th

DAT classes begin
Aug. 13th

LSAT classes begin
Aug. 12th

A C EDUCATIONAL
CENTER

10730 Pacific, Suite 243litOn Sale rhru' Saturday
Register for 10 Free "Fog" hats

end shirrs.

1219 Q

Glass Menagerie

(upper level) Omaha, Nebraska 681 14

402-397-40- 42
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SUMMER DINING HALL SPECIAL

June 12-Augu- st 14, 1978
at Harper Dining Hall, 1140 N. 14th
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Save money this summer by purchasing a special
summer meal ticket that lets you eat at Harper Hall
for 8Vi off regular meal prices. This summer you get
$29.95 worth of meals for $26.75. The ticket lets
you eat any combination of breakfasts, luncheons cr
dinners at $1.35, $2.00 and $2.50 respectively.
Quality and quantity at a savings.

Tickets and details available at the Food Service
Office, Harper Dining Hall, 472-106- 9, or 472-107- 1.

Record Store
217 No. 11 477-60-61


