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Jazz festival kicks off Black History celebration
One such song, "The Second Time
Around" was recorded by Betty Burrell on
McCain's own Highest Joy label, and re-

ceived some national attention. But locally
he said he sees the jazz market to be a bit
bleak for the black artist.

"Job openings in jazz for blacks is hard
to get," he says. "I don't know if it's an

ego trip for white musicians to play black
music, but a local place that advertises the
best in jazz is - constantly hiring white
groups to play black jazz. An all-blac- k

group has an especially tough time."
"Most groups in Lincoln are

integrated," says McCain. "There's a lot of
pride and satisfaction in the community.
My greatest satisfaction is simply being
able to play jazz. I can get off playing by
myself at home. I play for me as hard as
for a million, and I'm sure that the rest of
the group feels the same way. Jazz can vent

lot of frustrations. It's just beautiful."

anymore. A song may be in a European
key and yet have a strong African beat to

it," he said.
"When the music is free enough to give

each musician room for expression, that's
what jazz is all about," McCain said.

"I don't think you'll find a real defini-

tion of jazz anywhere."
Jazz is experiencing it's highest popu-

larity since the 50s, due at least in part to
the recent experimentation with jazz-roc- k

fusion. McCain says jazz has always been
"in ' to the jazz cult, but commercially it

goes through a series of ups and downs.
"Awareness of jazz often comes in the

crossing over of fields," notes McCain.

"Mick Jagger may choose to do a Miles

Davis tune, and suddenly everybody wants
to know where he got it."

A musician since three, McCain says he

has written around 350 songs that he

hopes to have a chance to use in the future.

or white, it is entertainment in behalf of
blacks, for everybody."

According to McCain, there is no one
musical area that is the definitive black

sound, though he pointed that you'd
probably get a different answer on the

question from as many people asked.

'This is one of the problems," McCain
said. "People tend to categorize minorities
into one musical bag, such as jazz or blues.
There's Kiss, and then there's Buck Owens,

you don't ask which is more valid, they're
both part of the white experience. That's
the difference in categorizing."

No 'pure music'
McCain said his main interest is in jazz.

His personal favorites in the field are the
late John Coltrane, Eric Dolphey, Miles

Davis, and "or course" Herbie Hancock.
But he sees the different areas of music as

having a definite influence on each other.
"You can't hear pure music in America

0J
By Casey McCabe

Ragtime influenced popular swing, blues
gave birth to rock 'n' roll and jazz always
has been an American staple.

The fact is that American music owes a

great deal to the influence of the black
musician. -

But often the black music community
receives only sparse public attention. The
past weekend's Jazz Festival, as part of
UNL's Black History celebration, helped
showcase some of the area's fine talent
which doesn't always have an outlet in the
Lincoln area.

Featured were acts from the big band
sound of the United Afro Arkestra, to the
more traditional jazz of Omaha's Ice Quar-

tet and the heavier soul of Betty Burrell.
Interspersed through the music during

the four-hou- r show were performances
by the Afro Academy Drama Ensemble,
Fabian Hayden and Age Unlimited Dance
Ensemble and comic Rig Brown.

Rich McCain, a senior at UNL, was re-

sponsible for much of the unity and di-

versity that surfaced in the program. The
festival's coordinator, he also played organ
for his group, 5th World Trip Ensemble,
and backed up the powerful voice of soul
gospel singer Betty Burrell, a discovery of
his that he said he is especially enthusiastic
about.

Variety
Approached by the Afro-America- n Col-

legiate Society because of his knowledge of
the local music community, McCain went
about developing a variety that would best
exhibit the black experience in jazz music.

'There is a cultural awareness in a jazz
festival such as this," McCain said. "But it's
really more of a celebration, where people
come to enjoy. You don't have to be black
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