Death penalty debate lives on

By Tam Lee
The question of abolishing the death
penalty is being kept alive in the Nebraska

Legislature, even though the bill was killed
Monday on a 24-23 vote.

Senators spent an hour Wednesday de-
bating a resolution, LB63, sponsored by

. Lincoln Sen. Wally Barnett. It would allow
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voters to decide whether the Legislature

should set the penalties for first-degree’

ent,

murder, treason, and im
en on the

Bamett said. No action was t
resolution.

Some senators have said they could
support a move to abolish the death penal-
ty if they could be assured that those con-
victed of first-degree murder would serve

kan

Members of the UNL sidewalk ice
skating team (which includes anyone
who dares to venture onto UNL'’s
campus) are participating in this rapidly
growing sport without medical coverage.

Persons injured in falls on icy side-
walks are entitled to sue the univer-
sity, but chances of collecting damages
are small, according to NU’s general
legal counsel.

John Gourlay said Nebraska case law
in “slip-and-fall” suits indicates proper-
ty owners are not responsible for
nature! accumulations of ice and snow.

An injured party must show negli-
gence by the property owner to win a
suit, he said. The courts assume a per-
son is able to see and avoid danger,
Gourlay said.

As of Mondny, 20 tons of sand and
gravel had  been spread on campus
streets and sidewalks after a weekend
ice storm, said Jay uckebier, assist-
ant grounds department director.

sidewalks, and the department hes hesi-
tated to use road salt because of danger
to gra

Although the department sands side-
walks on cunpusdaily,kwmd the sand
soon blows away.

Students slip-slidin’ away on sidewalk ice
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‘Mom’ has no favorites

By Mary Fastenau

Only a mother could watch a basket-
ball game and wear that beaming.smile of
pride. Those wringing hands and nervous
stomping feet must belong to a mother.

She calls them all by name with moth-
erly affection, but the UNL basketball
team does not call her, “Mom”, they call
her Nancy Williams.

Williams, an attractive brunette, is Joe
Cipriano’s personal secretary, the basket-

. ball secretary and an enthusiastic basket-
ball fan.

Williams is like a mother bocause d'm"

has no favorites.

“I think it would be impossible to have

favorites,” she said. “They are all
favorites.”

She admitted that she feels close to
Brian Banks and Carl McPipe_because all

three were new to Lincoln at the same-

time.

Williams -sits behind the team, always
dressed in red. She has almost as many

moves as a player as she fidgets through the

She calls each team member by name as
she yells from her seat. Her remarks are
rarely  derogatory as she encour-
ages “her boys.” She says:she never
tries to coach, she just provides encourage-
ment.

Williams says the players tell her they
can hear her yelling, and it seems to help.

In a tense situation Mc is on the
free throw line, He misses first shot,
:::Willhmyells “ComeonCaﬂ,wemg
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The second shot dro the net:

Williams grew up in gm%
in Topeka :hemddutuendedbolhm
sas and Kansas State basketball games. h
said basketball was the npoﬂ which m
ted the most aftention.

“1_wasn’t used to thefoatbtlﬁm"
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long sentences.
Board of Pardons now has the
mr to reduce sentences. According to
tt, if voters give the Legislature the
er to determine sentcnces, the pardons
will have no authority to reduce

them.

One of the arguments for keeping the
death penalty is that prisoners u
life sentence often get out of prison
a few years. The proposed constltutiuml
amendment to take the power of commut-
ing sentences for first-degree murder out of
the hands of the pardons board would in-
sure that a c..minal sentenced for 30 years
would serve 30 years, with no possibility
for parole and no provision for good time,
Bamett said.

Omaha Sen. Emest Chambers, who
sponsored a bill to abolish the death

penalty, said he would fight to keep the
death penalty issue alive.

“You can kill every bill I have before
you. This issue is more important to me
than any other,” he said.

“] am trying to save lives, I am trying to
keep the state from killing four of its
-citizens.”

Sen. John DeCamp of Noﬂgh, who
favors the death penalty, said the death

- penalty should be retained because it is a

‘fundamental part of the state’s judicial
system.

~ “If you start whpeﬂng with the ju-
tty soon yw wn’t-
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