‘Di Sillﬁsionment’ kéyto ASUN senate resignations

By Kris Hansen

Four of six senators who recently
-resigned from ASUN said part of the rea-
son they did so’ was because they were
disillusioned with the senate.

- Mary Fejfar, who resigned as Arts and
Sciences senator, said a heavy course load

was not the only reason she decided to

quit.

“A senator can only do so much with-
out the support of the senate. I was ge
tired of working so hard without the sup.
port of other senators and not getting
tangible results.” -

 Fejfar, who. sérved one term, added
that committee work also was frustrating,
“l was on the Academic Policy Committee,
Only two or three people showed: up (at
~ the meetings) and worked and had ideas,

and the others wouldn’t support them.
You can.only do so much by yourself.”

Three other resigning senators; Susan
lUgaiffmm é\m and So%l:)r.;s, Sue McJClel-
an from Engineering ege and Judy
Siminoe from Teachers College, each ser-
ved one semester and then decided that

ASUN was not meeting their expectations..
Ugai said, “We had trouble getting .

thlngs done. The Lﬂropositlons were not
practical and not thought thro?h, and 1
just didn’t have the time to devote to

th..t."
Although her major reason for muﬂ‘i‘ng
was to allow time for student teaching,
Siminoe agreed with Ugai’s o&lnlon of
ASUN and added, “things in the senate
that get done are done by just a few
people.”
cClellan said changing her major from
engineering to teaching was the major
reason for her resignation, but added she
would not run again.

“It's almost to the point that there
are two sides ih the senate—an ‘us’ and
‘them’ sort of situation. People are being
very untealistic about the issues and are
always too divided to work together.”
She said the sides shifted from issue to
issue, but indicated the group was rarely
united. .

Ugai said her resignation was a combi-
nation of a lack of time and being disillu.
sioned with what ASUN was doing. I have

other things to do that are more impor- |

tant,” she added. %
l-idwever, Ted McConnell, who resigned

to become campaign manager for congres:
sional candidate Doug Bereuter, “‘vehem-

~don’t always have the

ently diugroed with those who said the
senate can’t accomplish anything.”

“I know that some were frustrated, but

‘the process takes 4 long time to make

changes, especially at the university,”
he explained.

ASUN President Greg Johnson admitted

“that “there have been some senators who

were dissatisfied with the results. They
feel they have contributed a lot but not
accomplished what they wanted to.”

Johnson denied that the senate. is
severely split or that any protrmitions have
been rushed through. He sgid new senators
must learn to cope with the system.

“Especially if you're a highly opinion-
ated person, you must learn democracy to
funictior,, and you must be able to com-
promise in order to get through,” he said.

‘In other words, you have to learn you
right answers,”
“With the way the whole. democratic
stem is, it’s eamo get flustered,” said
ike Herman, ASUN speaker pro tempore.

“Someone can find out that sometimes
there is just no support. The idea is to

stick it out—I've gotten through ihat

situation,” Herman said.
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The - resigning senators also indicated
that ASUN lacked power.’

~ “For the time involved and what gets
done it's not worth it,” McClellan said. -
“We can’t do an . Only if we get
control of fees we have some power.”

Fejfar said general apathy among the
senators and lack of student interest weak-
ened ASUN. “Its only redl function is a
lobbying .arm for the students,” she said.
“I think my resources can be put to better

Johnson, however, countered that
ASUN has power as “the recognized stu-
dent government for. this campus.” He -
added that while the senate does not
have direct controlling power, “its role
is to represent the students, not to run the
university.” '

First Vice-President Charlie Fellingham
said the number of resignations was typical
of this time of year because of '
class schedules. He indicated no problems
in filling the vacancies. ' y

Eric Carstenson, a former Teachers
College sehator who resigned because of
graduation, was in Grand Island and net °
available for comment,
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