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UNL needs weekend win to make Big 8 playoffs

By Mike McCarthy

Conch Tony Slurpe and his baseball
team are not exactly in the catbird seat
with a 2-6 Big 8 Conference record.

The Huskers might not even be in any
seat for the conference pllﬂofﬂl if they do
not beat’ lowa niversity this
weekend. :

The Huskers will for the weekend
test Missouri Western State College
(MWS) today on the UNL diamond.

“l really don’t know anything abou
them (MWS),” said John Sanders, UNL
assistant coach. “I do know they are well
drilled.”

Sanders said strategy prior to basebail
games i§ not important,

“Most of the baseball strategy is on-the-
field adjustments,” he said, “We Just go out

and play hard and try our best.”
Sﬁupe said the Huskers will be throw-

ing their “‘down-the-ine pitchers” against

MWS and throw the top pltchuu against
lowa State,

The Huskers will meet the Cyclones for
four Friday and Saturday.

Uﬂ and lowa State currently share
the cellar in the Big 8's eastern division.
The top two teams in the conference’s
castern and western divisions will travel to
Oklahoma City April 29 and 30 for the
conference championships.

In the east~rn division, UNL and ISU
share the cell.r slot with 2-6 records. The
University of Kansas holds down second at
5-3 and the University of Missouri already
has claimed one of lhc two eastern division
qualifying spots at 7-1. 1

“It's very possible we can qualify,”
Sanders said. “We're very capable of it.”

Sharpe added that the Husker's qualifi-
cation hinges on the four Missouri-Kansas
games this weekend.

If Missouri can beat the Jayhawks three
times, and the Huskers win all four from

sports shorts

Sharon Meir, the coordinator for
women’s sports at Loup Center YWCA in
Chicago, will be the featured speaker at the
UNL Women's Athletic Banquet May 3 in
the Nebraska Union,
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For all those interested in playing field
hockey next fall, there will be a meeting
Thursday, April 28 at 7 p.m, at 3315 “R”.
For further information call Harriet Gould
at 784-6461. . -k

Randy Hisey, a UNL junior law student
and meoln s top-seeded playér, recently
took 2nd place in the Nebraska State
Singles Handball Toumney played at the
Lincoln YMCA. Hisey lost to Rich Hill of
Omaha in the ﬁnak‘Zl-}S, 21-10.

‘Sigma Chi fraternity raised $500 for the
Wallace Home for Minimally retarded

day night.

Bill Kottas, Sigma Chi fraternity
member, said that from 800 to 1,000
people attended the 13 bouts in the
National Guard Armory.

Fraternity members from the UNL cam-
pus competed in the tournament. Kottas
said Sigma Chi plans to sponsor a similar
tournament next year.

He said there may be a possibility of
fraternity* and residence hall members
boxing next year,

The winners of the 13 bouts were: Don
John of the Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity;
Dave Dale of Slgma Chi; Todd Peterson of

Sigma, Russ Hoffbaver of Tau
Kappa Epsilon; Jay Darce of Phi Delta
Theta; James Doyle Il of Alpha Gamma
Rho; Doug Wright of Kappa Sigma; Scott
Hoffman of Kappa Sigma, Mike Blanc of
Theta Chi, Andy Fitzmorris of Kappa

ISU, UNL and Kansas would be dead:
locked at 66. But UNL would qualify
because when the two.teams met last
weekend, the Huskers won the first game

“Earlier in the season, our pitching and
defense carried us, but now our hitting is,”

Aguinst Kansas last Sunday, the Huskers
won the first game 109, collectin

of the series, Sharpe said.

“We'll have to win at least three games,”
arpe said. “We'll have to catch it, hit it

and plwhltmdjun hope things go all

right down at Missour.”

But Sharpe said thin
goin% right for the
“Ou

UNL's softball tesm travels to Omaha today to

have not been
usker's defense.
t defense has fallen down,” he said,

children in Colorado from its first All-  Sigm
Greek Fight Night Boxing Tournament Fri-

a, ththhrsoanprpanand
Jack Lanowski of Chi Phi.

at Omaha. The Huskers, who take a 76

15 hits. UNL took the necond game 15
and ounded out 13 hits.

‘Maybe the kids are thlnklnrl about
hitting and are forgetting they have to
catch the ball," Sharpe said.

"“You couldn't believe the foolish
errors we had at Kansas,” he added. “We
could have won so easily but we didn’t
catch a few balls,
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Aggressive, tough players greet coach on his return

By Jim Kay

An aggressive style of defense and plenty of tough
players are two things that assistant football coach John
Melton said would greet him on his retumn to coaching
linebackers at UNL.

Melton coached linebackers under former head coach
Bob Devaney from 1967-72. He then moved to the wing-
back-tight end coaching job when Tom Osbome became
head coach in 1973. Melton returns to his old coaching
grounds with the arrival of new assistant coach Gene Huey
from New Mexico State University.

“The position hasn’t really changed that mhuch,” Mel-
ton said. “When you coach offense you're looking at de-
fenses all the time too.”

He added that the style of play at UNL has changed
somewhat this year in that the linebackers will be more
aggressive,

ness is one thing Melton said he looked for
in his linebackers.

“That and speed,” he said. “Not flat out speed, but
speed in reacting quickly. Also you have to be pretty
tough to play linebacker.”

Two new players are running with the first team at
linebacker. Jeff Carpenter is starting at weak side line-

Jbacker where graduated all-Big 8 player Clete Pillen
played last year. Sophomore Lee Kunz is at the other line-
backer position in front of two-year starter James Wight-
man.

“] think we've come up with 2 good set of lineback-
ers,” Meltor. said. ““Carpenter and Kunz have looked good
and Wightman is proven. And Tom Vering is looking
pretty good, too. The young guys like John Ruud, W’tlke

linebacker spot, followed by junior Bruce Dunning,
Young, Baker and Olson.

Depth chart listings could change Saturday during
the annual Red-White football game at Memorial Stad-

_ jum. The

Spring game begins at 1:30 pm. One Husker
starter who will miss the game will be defensive back
Ted Harvey. The Lexington senior will be taking an all-
day entrance exam to dental school.

Husker kicking competition tough
as eight vie for top two spots

By Jim Kay

Cletus Fischer may sometimes wonder if he's coaching
spring football drills at UNL or conducting a punt, pass
and kick competition.

Fischer, who handles the kicking game for the Huskers,
started spring practice with eight unproven kickers vying
for starting jobs.

The top two punters, Randy Lessman and Rus
Vanous, and the toptwophaetidwu,.&lﬁvehndmd
Ron Vandemeer, were graduated from last year
But Fischer said the kickers have hpmved

$ boam.
A“‘l’hey‘remrtingtomdong “ﬁudn;

“lttmkdaecrmniluutmg me o the top.
Eq:ecilllyhlpunmg l'evelnm the field to four in
both punting and

Fudmmdmralphym shown with
their punting skills, including left-foo wd; odesc

transfer Billy Todd.

“He’s doing both punting and at the pre-

- phnehcﬁng
sent time,” Fischer said of Todd. “And he’s doing a very

good job. He looked good at Sunday's scrimmage. Tim

real surprise. He's showing some great promise.”

Fullback Steve Davies and Scott Mensing are the other
punting candidates this spring.

Smith, also a split end, and Davies will have their
wg;k cut out for them in playing two positions, Fischer
said. “

“They have meetings with their other coaches before
pnclicesodwymalotofpunnngﬁme he said.
“They're gning to have to do a lot of punting this summer
to koep up.”

after touchdown kicking in scrimmage conditions. We.did
kick some PAT's Sunday but there aren’t many chances to
H%youdm‘tmtmdldm"

other kickers trying for the top spot besides Todd
are sophomores Tim Bergkamp and Dixon and
redshirt sophomore Dean Sukup.
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