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letters

It is not surprising that a lot of Americans do not know
much about Nigeria and Africa as a whole as we knew
about America before we came over. How would you feel
if I return to my country and write about crime rate In
America? I am a father to two young kids born in Lin-

coln. Could you tell me what to tell them about American
people? America has a democratic system with free enter-

prise, she needs all the help she can get from as many for-

eign students as possible to spread its gospel around the
world. Students have more influence on their people when
they get back to their countries than any mission sent
over there. You need us, we need you. Let's make this
world a better place to live in. Deal with people indivi-

dually not collectively.
There are a lot of Americans living in Nigeria, we wish

them a happy stay in our great country. For me and my
family, we will surely return home very soon.

Paul Jaiyesimi

Attitudes of 'healthy'
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there is the existence of a society whose main aim is the
deportation of Nigerian citizens. We, as Africans, want to
assure you and this community that like every other per
son we are bound to make mistakes but this notwithstand-
ing, we want to live in harmony with all the students and
citizens of the state.

It is against our aims and objectives to be a part of an
international racial upheaval. We live for peace and we

.

want peace with our guests. We are international students
and we are in this university to study and foster the spirit
of brotherhood aqd friendship. The signatories to the
letter' of Feb. 17, might seem to be a small group and
spread like wildfire. We have been assured by your
editorial and the contribution of Peter Levitov that not all
Americans or Nebraskans think this way. Much as we are
convinced of your sincerity, we suspect that today it is an
attack on Nigerians, tomorrow it could be on Ghana,
Ethiopia, Congo or tome other African group of students.

We also wish to state that much as this organization
does not tolerate any form of irresponsibility by our
African students we do not accept any form of victimiza-
tion or discrimination by any person or group of persons
against any of our members. In furtherance of this policy,
we once again call publicly on every African student in
this university and in this state to respect the laws of this
land and of the university. Concerned about this uncom-
fortable situation, wc now call oh the appropriate author-
ities of this university to make a public statement to clear
this burning issue and to assure our Nigerian brothers and
sisters of their continued acceptance of this university.

. Solomon Asberom
T.E. Ekpenyong

Americans in Nigeria
I have read a lot of recent articles about Nigeria and

Nigerian students in this school. We don't all have to
attack whoever wrote the article. This is a free country
and he is entitled to his opinion. Most of us have had a lot
of bad experiences in this country and we never took it
out on innocent Americans. I wish to let our friend(s)
know some few things about my great country.

No couniry can survive on its own. One of the reasons
why United Nations was founded, was to promote peace
among nations. Nigeria, with the largest black population
on earth, has not only contributed towards the peace in
the world, but has contributed towards the economic
strength of most of the industrialized nations. Half of U.S
imported oil comes from Nigeria. It is worth noting that .

this oil, almost sulfur free, helps clean America's air. In
1973 during the oil embargo, Nigeria kept the oil flowing
to the U.S. despite the request from the Arab nations to
cut back production. Nigeria's trade with the Ui. is the
largest in the whole of Africa including the "racist white-rule- d

South Africa."

in the
March of Dimes
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What the Society for Deportation of Nigerians wrote in
the Daily Nebraskan, Feb. 17, presumably attempting to
appeal to the distorted humor of the "sick," is in essence,
and at times, atypical of the common attitudes of the
"healthy."

A nation where, upon its 200th.birthday, still treats its
own minorities (the American Indians, Chicanos, and
blacks) with social injustice and counterproductive social
misunderstandings is not expected to treat foreigners any
differently. The problems here are only compounded by
the cultural barriers to effective communication as was
discussed by Mr. Levitov (Guest Opinion, Feb. 18).

The typical foreign student comes to the United States
with high expectations, hopes, and ideals. Aside from
pursuing his own academic interests, he is also enthusia-
stic about the United States. He wants to learn about the
American culture and tell about his own. The facade he
has built for himself soon crumbles. His limited know-
ledge of the English language and his lack of ability to
predict the consequences of his own behavior in inter-

personal relationships in a strange culture forces him to
his original assumptions. Subsequently, he is

left with three choices: 1) to keep trying to assimilate 2)
to isolate himself from Americans by withdrawal to his
own ethnic groups and 3) to fight against the American
culture (by being hostile and rejective to and of every-
thing and everyone around him). Points two and three are
hardly means toward a better understanding among
American and foreign students. They start a vicious cirde,
breaking out of which is difficult, if not impossible. Un-

fortunately, these are also common occurences.'
- On the other hand, as a result of the apathy, and at
times, subtle hostility of some American students, effect-
ive adjustment which is typified by a continual attempt in
assimilation (without totally losing original cultural
characteristics) is also the most amicult to accomplish.
For not only does it demand an open mind and patience
on the part of the foreign student, but it also requires an
open mind and patience on the part of the American stu-

dent. Would that even occur? As an idealist, I like to hope
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Shock, disappointment
On behalf of the African Students' Association of

UNL; wc wish to express our shock and utter disappoint-
ment at the fact tnat ai this international community x MfttyPtf tar
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George PSmpton, mfibot and philosopher has among his many credits
tha Best Zdl2n: (Paper Lisa and Out of ray League.) In his topic, "An
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