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Husker cagers to battle Sooners for third spot

By Jim Hunt

Third place in the Big 8 Conference will
be on the line tonight when the UNL
basketball team travels to Norman, Okla.,
to battle the University of Oklahoma.

The Huskers, 15-10 on the ssason and
74 in the Big 8, moved into a tie with the

Sooners by beating the University:. of

Missouri 60-58 Saturday. While the

Hukenwenbutmgthé'l‘rs,dte'

Sooners, 15-8 in the season and 74 in the
Big 8,) were dropping a 7965 decision to
the University of Colorado in Boulder.

The Huskers and Sooners have split in
two meetings this season, The Huskers beat
the Sooners at the Big 8 Preseason Tourna-
ment 66-56, but OU dumped the Huskers
65-58 in Lincoln.

“Oklahoma played a fine game against
us in Lincoln and we’ll have to play a lot
better game in Norman if we expect to
win,” Husker coach Joe Cipriano said.
“Oklahoma plays very similar to us, both
offensively and defensively, so we'll just
have to play our game better, along with

Women's team win at UNO
would put UNL in regionals

By Rob Bamey

Nebraska’s women’s basketball team
travels to Omaha tonight for “an important
game” with the University of Nebraska
at Omaha, said head coach George Nico-
demus.

“It’s an important game for us,” he said.
“Whoever wins the best out of three series
goes to regionals.”

If the Huskers beat UNO tonight they
would have to beat the Mavericks in their
last home game of the season Monday
to go to regiona's. Thc regional meet will
be March 10 through 12 at Decorah, lowa.

However, if UNO defeats the Huskers in
one of their two remaining regular season
games, a play-off would be required next
week in Omaha.

If the Mavericks beat the Huskers in
both contests, they would go to regionals.

The Huskers have won all three encoun-
ters with UNO this season, 62-56 in
Omahz, 54-41 in the championship of the
Northwesi Missour: Siate Invitational and

at home three weeks ago, 75-52.

“They should know what we're going to
be up to,” Nicodemus said. “They should
really be up, especially if Crouch (sopho-
more forward Jan) can't play.

Fractured foot

Nicodemus said Crouch would wisit her
doctor this moring to see whether or not
she could play tonight.

Crouch, the team’s leading scorer, has
migsed the last two games because of a

con Mlul.whohnbunplndng
very well for the Sooners during the Big
season.” nation
Beal, 2 6 ft. 9 in. freshman center, is
averaging 8.3 points and 7.3 rebounds a

opponents 60.]1 points a game, 59 tsa

game in the Big 8 play, to rank sixth

in team defense.

The Huskers will be led by a pair of
ores from Hammond, Ind., Carl

e.
a%hﬁmowﬂlbeloddnlforhhm
victory as coach of the Huskers after

to UNL in 1963.
Tipoff for the Husker—Sooner game is

. Sooner” t ,Beaalled M and Brian Banks. McPipe has aver-  scheduled for 7:35 p.m, The game will be
wl.n Eo?i'uwith l;:'ht:w ngzvis.l points and t rebourds a broadcast on KFOR, KFAB and KLIN
game. Banks has ave 14.2 points a  radio,

Beal will be joined in the starting lineup
by guards Eddie Fields and Cary Carrabine
and forwards John McCullough and Drew

McCullough and Carrabine are the lead-
ing scorers for the Sooners, averaging 14.7
and 10.8 points a , respectively.

Sooner coach Dave Bliss said he was dis-
appointed in his team’s performance at CU.

“1 was di inted on our loss at
Colorado and we'll have to come up with a
better performance against Nebraska Wed-
ngsday night if we expect to win,” Bliss
said »

“UNL is a fine defensive team and I've
always been impressed with the job Joe
Cipriano and his staff does,” Bliss said.

The Huskers have been allowing their

hairline foot fracture. Her place in the
starting line-up has been filled by s pho-
more Marta Prichard.

For the UNO game, Nicodemus said, he
might go with somebody different Candi-
dates for the starting job are Prichard and
freshmen players Sue Roubal, Linda Jans-
sen and Karen Frazee, Nicodemus said.

Other probable starters for the Huskers
include center Jeanne Boller, guards Kathy
Hawkins and Sherry Brink and forward
Deb Lee.

The Huskers will hav *o battle a tall
Maverick front line. UNO starts players
6 ft. or taller, including 6 ft. 4 in. center
Nicce Jochims.

Pressure outside players

“We're going to have to put pressure on
their outside people,” Nicodemus said.
“We have to plug up the middle so they
have to lob the ball inside. That will give
our defense a chance to steal the ball.

“We will have to shoot about S0 per
cent like we did in oar last games against
them. If we shoot like we did against
Wichita State (27 per cent) in our last
game we'll be in trouble.”

The UNO game is the first of three
games this week for the Huskers.

Friday and Saturday nights they will be
in Tarkio, Mo., to play the University of
Missouri and Tarkio State respectively.

The Huskers defeated Missouri 67-61
in the semifinals of the Big 8 Conference
tourney in Boulder, Colo., three weeks ago.

The Lady Huskers final h

sports
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UNL's Jeanne Boller (45) easily outjumps her Wichita State University opponent.
ome game of the season is February 21, against UNO.

UNL squad up to bat in four weeks, 11 lettermen return

By Rob

UNL’s baseball team will swing into action in four
weeks, playing at Baylor University, March 12.

Coach Tony Sharpe’s team has been practicing Monday
through Friday afternoons for five weeks in the fieldhouse
to prepare for its annual trip south to start the season.

‘We've been concentrating on conditioning and the
basics, hitting and fielding,” Sharpe said. “Next week we
also will workout on Saturday.” .

The 1977 Hrsker haseball team comprises 29 players.
However, last season’s leading hitter, Bobby Thomas
probably won’t play.

“It doesn’t appear that Bobby is going to play for us
this year,” Sharpe said. “H'e was out practicing with us

- a few times, but I'm not sure he is eligible to play.

Returning lettermen
“it will be disappointing if Bobby can’t play, but we
do have 11 returning lettermen to form a good nucieus.”

see considerable action are outfielders Tim Carroll and Art
Serafinski, Sharpe said. _
Carroll - is a jumior college transfer from Arizona
Western Junior College, where he played under Husker
assistant baseball coach John Sanders.
Top prospects
Other top prospects mentioned by Sharpe are
outfielderfirst baseman Joe Scherger, and shortstops
Chuck Schnoor and John Dingledine. Dingledine is a
sophomore transfer from Toledo (Ohio) University.

By Jim Kay ] e :
For an athlete, staying in condition is not just a sea-

“John sat out last season after transferring,” Sharpe
said. “He did play quite a bit as a freshman for Toledo.
He and Chuck should have quite a battle for the shortstop
position.”

Sharpe said no positions on the team are definite yet,
but he said he is optimistic about the upcoming season.

“Most of our returning people have good talent and
most of our new people have good talent. We had a good
mcmitingyfar. All the younger boys need is to gain some

experience

Boyd Epley on a group basis. , some athletes
- Mﬂl&ﬁmh
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Sullivan said the tendency for most of the athietes was
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suppose some if
wanted to,” Sullivan said. . 4
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