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Did you say, gasp, ghasck, a VEGA GTT? Yes. It'sa

.. Except that older Vegas’ engines self-destruct. You
Mu%mmmrmv*cu
a mechanic who knows and hates them to check your

prospect thoroughly.

This bad engine reputation is why you pay so little for
a car that goes so The steering is firm and the shift is
heavy and the clutch is better than Charles Atlas, but you
can shoot a Vega GT dowp a twisting road like a wild
man. Forget the dismal back seat. Just keep one eye on

{amy overheating is death to a Vega

other on the road and enjoy your Vega

The original 1,600-cc Capri was the first “super coupe™
—a collection of economy sedan parts designed into a
machine of disciplined road manners.

The engine is the same as in the first Pinto and isn’t
very but it’s as complicated 2s a cement block and
not much to fix. Power-mongers should seek out
later Capris with the 2 000-cc engine.  ~

But who cares about acceleration when you've got a
crisp, four-speed, rack-and-pinion steering that tells you
all sbout the road, and superbly balanced brakes? The
front seats are comfortable and the rears much better than
a Pinto’s or Vega's. Four six-footers can take a long trip-
not in opulence but not in agony either. The main
problem is that in a Capri, they'll all want to drive.
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By Mark Young

Ower the horwon 2 cloud of dust sppears. Moving over to the
side of the road, you watch while a big, biue Ford pickup slides
by sending wp a shower of gravel. You have just met the pickup
on its native surface, the gravel road.

Today the pickup prowis not oaly the country lane, but the
high-speed freeway as well. Clothed in decarator colors and

the accoutrements of civilized driving, the pickup has
= vod on the trendy sutomotice scene. Urban tecnagers and
gmmaﬁuhﬁﬂut&wmﬂ
praises.

The trend has its roots in the last decade, with the coming of
the pickup camper. No more fussing with tents, ac more motel
bills. Now Ma and Pa could load up their brood and see the world,
living in the same vehicle in which they travelled.
The roads west saddenly were covered with campers wan
West or East coast ficense plates, crawling toward the perfect
vacation.
Mh‘,ﬁdmmﬁcﬂydh
big box . Everything from motorcydes to mothers-in-daw
g0 into the spacicus rear end and travel with a2 minimum of
The height of the cab and the wraparound windshield allowed
good visibility for drivers trying to get through heavy traffic. ;

autamatic transmissions ! the pickup could be tamed into a sedate
offered all the comforst of home in 2 kinky form.

During an eza which hungered for “counirified” entertain-
ment like the Eagles and the Waltons, the pickup was scen as
another way of getting back to the farm. As one cbserver put it,

“Many corporate executives spend their frst 30 years trying
o get to the city and their next 30 trying 1o get out.”

Today the pickup has an added sttraction—power. Pickups
ﬂ‘a”uﬁh#:ﬁﬂ-mh’.&ﬁ-h
tions. This convenient smmunity allows the thrill sseker o order
mammc:h engines wikh once powered all super cars.
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