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NETV Commission:

Study recommendations made for

Educational Television (NETV)

the sibcommittee which has been studying the public
radio question fwthculym,ﬂthuamm
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in schools and colleges and for homebound students, the
subcommittee’s report said.

Nelson said the subcommittee’s study clearly showed
that public radio service does not duplicate commercial
radio services available in the same areas. Public radio
caters to a wide range of specialized interests rather than
to broad general interests of the public, the study said.

The subcommittee’s recommendations include a
threc-phase implementation of the public radio service,
which, when completed would be nine full-power FM
stations developed over a period of time and utilizing the
existing NETV transmiter locations.
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radio service in Nebmaska, calls for the Educational
Television Commission to seek authorization and
financing from the Legislature to activate and operate the
first of the proposed stations. The first station, according
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to recommendations, would be at Mead, and would be the
flagship station of the Nebraska Public Radio Service.

The second phase would be activation of stations at
postsecondary education institutions already serving their
particular areas.

Capital construction costs for the total plan of nine
PM-station public radio service is estimated at over $1.3
million. Almost $1 million of this cost would be provided
by the federal government. Other costs would be met with
state finds, the subcommittee proposed.

At 1976 cost estimates, cost of operating the total
system would cost Nebraskans about $656,000 annually.
Federal costs would be $89 500 each year.

Based on a nationwide study of public radio, the public
recommending the establishment of a public radio service
in the state:

—Public radio is an accepted and useful service, which
is supported by the public in 40 states and in almost 200

~Public radic programming does not duplicate
commercial radio services available in the same area.

~Few Nebraskans are now able to receive a public
radio station frequency though swrrounding siates are

—Radio has a high potential for use in instruction,
especially useful in remote geographical areas.

—Certain highly specialized educational needs can be
serveu through the FM multiplex channel (SCA). Service




