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Changing of regent,
evolution of Senate
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Mueller looking beyond ‘frivia’ for ASUN issues

Bryant Brooks

Bill Mueller moved into the ASUN executive office
last week, amidst efforts by the Coalition for University
Reform to have the ASUN Senate put out of business.

The Coalition, an ASUN-recognized organization, is
attempting to get a student referendum allocating the
Senate’s power and funds to the Coalition.

The the new ASUN president said he hopes to devote
his time to other issues.

A 2l-year-old predaw junior from Ogallala, Mueller
said the ASUN Senate’s key issue is the possibility of
UNL’s College of Business Administration losing its ac-
creditation.

The school’s accreditation is threatened, said College
of Business Administration Dean Ronald Smith, because
it lost 10 per cent of its faculty members last year, bring-
ing the ratio of fulltime members to students below
standards for accreditation by the American Assembly
of Collegiate Schools of Business.

“I think ASUN can help them,” Mueller said. “We
can make other people, such as ASUN senators and
other students, find out what the problems are and what
we can do to help.”

Mueller said he also wants the Senate to cooperate
more closely with the Council on Student Life (CSL).
He said some outgoing ASUN senators thought CSL was
competing for the job of representing students.

Threatened by CSL

“l think the former Senate felt threatened by CSL’s
existence,” he said. “l don’t feel qualified to make
everyone’s decisions. We need CSL to deal with some
issues. They have the advantage of having faculty mem-
bers and administrators in the group, so they can offer a

different perspective.”

The former Senate fell short in other areas, Mueller
said.

“I think the last Senate was made up of some very

m«wedpwphwhowmmmwmnphm»m
thing,” he said. “But they were hung up with power and
trivial matters. . like rescinding appointments or abolish-
ing CSL, while everything else they were doing took
second place or no place at all.”

Mueller said he thinks this year’s Senate will not have
induced trivia on themselves.

“Everybody talks about the black cloud hanging over
the new Senate, brought on by those (the Coa!mon)
challenging the representation by the Senate,” he said.
“It makesnhndufowﬂunewSmatetogetoﬂ'ﬁn
ground because they are already surrounded by so much

controversy.”
Accessible president

But Mueller looks beyond this “trivia.” He said he
hopes to be an accessible president.

“Whenever I'm in here (th~ ASUN office), I'll be
available to talk to people. If somebody asks me what |
think, 'm going to tell them because I’'m not running for
reclection,” he said.

Mueller said the issue of parity between Omaha and
Lincoln (NU) campuses concerns him because “UNL
stands to suffer depending on how the regents deal with
i.,’

Mueller’s ASUN presidency entitles him to a non-
voting seat on the NU Board of Regents.

Looking ahead to this weckend’s regents meeting,
Mueller said, “It isn’t as if I'm walking into a room with
l2stnngms."l-lesnlhekmws of the regents
throughmmlmntsmdwhntlnuﬂedhsmterestm
student affairs.

Mnelersaiihewoddlﬂ:etomwm“bdtﬁghten—
ing”” on student fees but, added he doubted that they
could be lowered.

would like to keep students informed about how student .
fees are spent.

However, if the Coalition assumes power next year,
Mueller said he does not know where he would stand.

“] think that’s a pretty big “if,” but I don’t know if
they would throw me out of this office or what they’d
do,” he said.

“I’'ve been spending 2 lot of my time just trying to
stay in office rather than devoting it to ASUN activity,
he added.

Greeks vs. non-Greeks

He did agree with the Coalition that ASUN’s Con-
stitution is too difficult to amend, but said he disagreed
with their proposed change of voting districts.

The Coalition constitution calls for voting according
to place of residence rather than by college.

“l think the Coalition is trying to make this into a
Greek—non-Greek issue, but the residence hall people
have as much to lose as anyone,” he said. If the Coali-
tion’s plan is adopted, Mueller continued, campus living
units’ representation will drop, while the number of off-
campus representatives will increase.

Mueller said he also opposes the Coalition’s parlia-
mentary organization because a party rather than the
student body would select executives.

Mueller said he intends to drop his class load from 18
hours this year to 13 next year, but added he does not
intend to withdraw from his other activities which
include Wesley House Chapel, chairman of the Pre-Law
Association, Young Republicans and Phi Delta Theta.

He said he would resign as vice-president of the Inter-
fraternity Council, but will wait until it is known
whether the Coalition will take over.

“Pm going to stay active in the system somewhere
abmﬂ:elm"hesad.“l’mmtgungtommry
thmgullthwmd:ASUNSenuegoontthewnﬂow

Say s goals parhally met but regent status slips

ASUNSmaesgmwmgmﬂunceuﬂalesemngmh

ofthestndentmpntmukedhntumnASUNprm—
dent, Jim Say said.

, who ended his year in office Wednesday, said he

he had “partially accomplished™ the goals he set

office. He will be graduated in May with a

major and has been accepted to the NU
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The failure of the regents to grant students 24-hour
visitation in residence halls and alcohol on campus was
another disappointment, he said.

One danger Say mentioned was the tendency of
Mmmmﬁmum “co-opted” to the

work.
“Everyone should have a chance to be ASUN
- dent for awhile,” he said. “You have a sense of
sonething worthwhile. You get a sense of the university.




