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That'Gh'a mpionship Season' a Playhouse winner
By Robert Thurber

Winning has been, and always will be,
everything in our society. As the late
Vince Lombardi put it "Winning isn't
everything, it's the only thing."

This curious passion Americans have for

being number one is the theme around
which the Lincoln Community Playhouse's
latest production That Championship Sea-

son revolves.
This significant drama, by Jason Miller,

is a past winner of the Tony Award, the
Pulitzer Prize and The New York Drama
Critics Review as the best play of the 1972.
Broadway season. And for good reason.
That Championship Season is a powerful
play, deep in insight and rich in dimension.
It is perhaps the most important dramatic
work to emerge on the theater scene in the

past decade.
Common bond

The subject matter of That Champion-
ship Season deals with the relationships of
five men who are held together by a com-
mon bond; the past glories of their youth.

Following their annual custom, the five
men- -a retired high school basketball coach
and four members of the team he guided to
a state championship 20 years previou- s-

a shade this side of lackluster, but his con-

trol of the stage and his finely detailed
characterization held everything together.

Scott Root, who was last seen at the
Playhouse in Arsenic and Old Lace, holds
down the role of the alcoholic with fine
touches of humor, marred occasionally
with muffed lines and mis-time- d pauses.

Lawrence T. Zoucha, as his brother the
high school principal, was the weakest
member of the cast. His character lacked
the depth and emotional impact that it
sorely needed.

Rod McCullogh and Don Pedersen, in
the roles of the mayor and the businessman
respectively, interacted well with each .

other, but the intensity required to sustain
these tragically flawed characters was
uneven.

That Championship Season is an am-

bitious effort by the Community Play-

house, one that might have benefited from
stronger directing and a somewhat more
creative approach. Still it is a production
that is worth seeing, if only for the crassly
prosaic script by Miller.

That Championship Season continues
tojough December 14th at the Playhouse,
2500 So. 56th.

meet for a reunion. What follows is a grad-
ual decline into desperation.

These former high school heros have di-

gressed into pathetic characters. One of
them has become the inept and corrupt
mayor of the town, another the high
school principal and the mayor's mediocre
campaign manager, the third a successful
businessman who spends his spare time
sleeping with everyone's wife, and the
fourth has become a wandering alcoholic.

Coach survives
. As the evening progresses everything
that these men are or were is put under the
microscope for dissection. We are allowed
to examine, with humor and compassion,
the fate that has befallen them. The only
one who seems to survive this scrutiny is
the coach who,- - after all these years, still
has the determination and integrity that he
had in his prime.

It is exciting that the Playhouse would
take on the demanding task of producing
such a difficult production. That Cham-

pionship Season relies on a finely timed
group effort from the actors.

Leading the cast is Phil Heckman, as the
coach. If not for Heckman's inspired per-
formance, the production would have been

) University of Nebraska at Lincoln vyl
p HOWELL THEATRE
I THE CRUCIBLE . , i

' irjirtTrTiiTrrnmmiM lrYiirtnrnTgrr""""'!''---- rn rr -

PI "'"" tmmlammnmwmmmimgm

BY ARTHUR MILLER
December 5. 6. 8, 9, 0, , 2, 13.

Dot 0lic Houn
I . 00 to S 00

Monday through Friday

Ttltphont: 472-207- 3

Bo Offict: 106 TtmpU BUg.

TICKET PRICES
Mainitagc

$2.50 Student $ 0.00 Scuon
$J.OO Non-iiude- nt $10.00 Saaon

Croup Rata f Available

All Seat! Retervad

fcil 6 " ., ft

:! i. t. I ' Mli STARTS TODAY!
THE SMASH DRAMATIC ROE THAI STARTS) IT All FOR

- Ik
P L Jg 4 ff

THEBOTNGSTAROF II mm

JTk's.'tLi

1

Jarrett
Quartet

Li m i Ik H I aXI
in concert

f

1

"

V in
" i

;

Sat Dec. 6
8 p.m.

Centennial
Room

Nebraska Union

'

'

I Bmtin O '

Hoffman ty ) j

m ' 1

I1
Tickets

$2.50 UNL Student with ID
$4.50 General Public
at Union South Desk

and Dirt Cheap

AiPCNO KITTY VVNN

FT D m Cat'twy '( t anxteati tw DWMCf! BUSTS eW by JERKY SCKATflll'W

Daily Et 8:20, 7:15. 9:10


