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Stingy Blackshirt front
enjoys offensive variety

By Pete Wegman \

The Los Angeles Rams had their Fear-
some Foursome, the Minnesota Vikings
had the Purple People Eaters and the
UNL football Cornhuskers have the Black-
shirt defensive line.

Although the Blackshirts may lack the
experience and size of their counterparts
in the pro ranks, they have helped to place
the Cornhusker defense among the NCAA
leaders.

The defense has allowed an average of
83 rushing and 85 passing yards a game this
season. Last year Nebraska allowed 263
total yards a game,

Nebraska’s defensive front line consists
of ends Bob Martin, a senior, and junior
Ray Phillips; tackles Jerry Weid, a senior,
and junior Mike Fultz, and senior middle
guard John Lee.

Martin, a three-year regular and all-
Big 8 defensive end last year, is Nebraska's
defensive captain.

Unwritten rule

“I don’t feel that much pressure being
captain,” he said. “There’s kind of an un-
written rule that the captain tries to keep
things going all right.”

Martin said that while he can™t compare
defenses from year to year, the Huskers
improve defensively each week.

Oklahoma State, Nebraska’s opponent
Saturday, runs both an Islot and a wish-
bone offense, according to Martin.

“It’s kind of fun playing against both
offenses,” he said. “It breaks the
monotony of doing the same thing week
after week.”

Martin said the loss of starting defensive
tackle Ron Pruitt for the season because
of a broken leg could work to the Huskers'
advantage.

Valuable experience

“Ron’s a great athiete,” Martin said,
“but adversity brings out the best in you
sometimes. A couple of guys are gaining
valuable playing experience.”

Phillips, the other defensive end, was

red-shirted last season after transferring
from Marshalltown lowa Junior College.

Phillips said the most important thing
in playing against different types of
offensive sets is knowing what to do in

each situation.
“With a wishbone offense, you have so

much coming at you, it's confusing,”
he szid. “There aren’t any yeal muntal
problems, but rather physical fpml:»leml
You have to play off a lot of blocks.”

Defensive tackle Fultz, a two-year
starter, was the 1974 Big 8 Defensive
Sophomore-of-the-Year.

“I think we’re a little better defensively
than last year,” Fultz said. “] think we
hustle a little more and we don't depend sc
much on one or two players.”

Fultz sasid OSU’s wishbone differs
slightly from the wishbone offense run by
Kansas against the Huskers last week.

Get the job done

“Oklahoma State doesn't pull the guard
like Kansap did,” he said. “The type of
offense doesn’t make that much difference.
We just go out and play and get the job
do"e.IU

Weid, Nebraska's other defensive tackle,
took over Pruitt’s position.

“] think I've done the job and I hope to
keep improving each week,” he said. I
hope to be looked at as a bonafide Black-
shirt starter, instead of just as Ron's
replacement.

“We're still a little young, but desire and
hustle are making up for it,” ke continued.
“It seems like this year we've been able to
play more than two or three quarters each

Weid said if he had a choice, he’d rather
play against an I-slot offense.

“I like to put pressure on the quarter-
back. It’s kind of exciting to get at the
quarterback,” he said.

Lee, a senior, is the fifth member of
Nebraska's defensive line. He led the
Blackshirts with 97 tackles last year and
is leading again this season with 35.

Women gymnasts dive into

fal] competitio

according to gymnastics coach Karen Balke,
The lessons are taught by freshman Tim
Matthews from Omaha. Matthews, an
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for the women.

“I'm realiy excited about how much im-
provement they've shown,” he said. “All
the girls are working on new superior diffi-
culty tricks in all events.”

eam members Kathi Ruddick and
Sandy Czaplewski have improved and
learned superior difficulty skills, Matthews
said. Peggy Newport, Barb Baker and Carla
Gerbig also have improved, he said.

According to Balke, 20 women have
shown interest in the team and practices
will start about the first of November.
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Husker tackle Mike Fultz (72) waits for Kansas quarterback Norm
Cromwell to make his move during Saturday’s 16-0 Husker win.

World’s largest regatta
draws UNL competition

By Pete Wegman

Members of the UNL crew will travel
across half the continent in late October
to compete in a three mile race, according
to head coach Ron Rusthoven.

The crew will participate in the world’s
largest regatta, the Head-of-the-Charles
Regatta in Boston on Oct. 26.

The eleven-year-oid regatta consists of
18 events, each limited to 40 entries. The
regatta’s three-mile course will carry the
various sculls and shells past Raddliffe and
Boston Colleges and Harvard University.

UNL submitted entries in three of the
18 events. The Husker: will send a
women's four- ghell, 2 men's inter-
mediate four and a lightweight men’s four

to Boston.
Placed ninth

Last year the crew sent only a men’s
cight, which placed ninth of 54 entries.

“We're going with fours this year
because | didn't think we could field a
competitive eight,” Rusthoven said.

“This way the heavyweight men,
lightweight men and the women get to go
and everybody’s happy,” he said. “This

Women'’s volleyball squad braces
for grueling tournament schedule

A grueling weekend is in store for the

UNL women’s volleyball team this week,
to coach Pat Sullivan.

UNL, 61 on the season, joins

some of the top teams in the region,
Sullivan said.

Friday UNL plays Miun.,
Southwest Missouri State and
Kansas University. SWMS won the
Associstion of Intercoliegiate Athletics for
W_wmhyﬁ-ﬂ
KU was Sullivan said. e
Huskers” first opponent, by
Keammey, University of Minsesota and
e phy ome match right sfier the

one
m.'ﬂ-u-mmu
woekend (st Kanses State) was a test of
cndurance with four maiches, but this will
be tougher because these ase even better

teams.”
Sullivan said she plans to take team
members Linda Brown, Nancy Hamilton,
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does leave some people behind, but it
does make for more competition in getting
a seat (in a shell).”

Rusthoven said the crew will have a
two-fold purpose in traveling to Boston:
to compare favorably with other entries at
the regatta; and find a new coach.

“We're sho whea we're in
Boston,” he said. “We need at least one
new coach.”

Rusthoven and Mark Stormberg,

women’s coach, have shared coaching
duties for the 65 crew members this
season.

Rusthoven said he had hoped for a
coaching staff of five when the fall season
opened, but because of previous commit-
ments and other problems, he and
Stormberg have been forced into what
has become an almost full-time job.

“Last year | coached just the varsity and
I thought I was overworked,” Rusthoven
said. I know I'm overworked.”

Rusthoven said he has already contacted
some people involved with crew on the
East Coast concerning a coaching position.

“I think the improvement in Nebraska
Grew program can be cvidenced by the
quality orthepoe who have responded
to our offers thus faz,” he said.

He said it is difficult to find coaches
this year because many of the better ones
are concentrating on training for the 1976

the crew
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