TCU tight ends wants winning season
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TCU tight end Ronald Parker takes his lumps from two University of
Texas-Arlington defenders during the Frogs 24-7 loss.

By Tom Burke Sports Editor
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When you're losing game after game, it's

no fun playing college football. Each week

you're fighting and trying to do your best,

but somehow. the worst always happens.

That's the kind of year the Horned
Frogs of Texas Christian University (TCU)
suffered through last year. And np one
would liké to have a winning season more
this year than Frog tight end Ronald
Parker, '

Parker, 6 ft. 4 in. 215 Ibs. senior from
Brenham, Tex., is listed as the top pla er
on the team this year by head coach
Shofner. He caught 12 passes for 174 ynrdl
last year, his first at TCU since he trans-
fered from Blinn Junior College.

Outstanding blocker
“Last year I felt Parker was as good as
any around,” Shofner said. “I still feel that
way. He’s an outstanding blocker, one of
the best I've seen. He can play for any-
om-l‘!

Parker is elated by the praise his coaches
give him, but he takes it nonchalantly.

“It puts a little pressure on me, but | try
not to think about it or let it bother me,
Parker said. “When you do bad you _think
you have to do better because you are
supposed to be the ' *st. People begin to
think you should be super-human.”

Strives to improve
Pre-season polls have listed the ti |t end
as all-Southwest Conference an
coaches think he wili make a strong bid for
post-season honors. Still, Parker strives to
improve himself so he can be that riuch;
better each Saturday he suits up.

“lmmmlmedtohnpmo:e
There s alwnys room for improvement,”
“Last yéar, playing major
oBu football was @ learnin &hym for me.
I hope [ can put into effect this year what
I learned last year.

“I need to run my pass patterns better
All of us need to improve this year. You
look back on last year and figure you've
got to be better, “We’ll glways be the
underdog this year $0 we "ve got to give 120
per cent every game.”

The Frogs opened the season against the
Univorsity of Texas at Arlington. First .
jitters and unnecessary mistakes
resulted in a 24-7 loss for the TCU Pruples,
but with that game under their belt and a
33-10 loss to Arizona State wedged be-
tween that encounter and the Nebraska
Combhuskers. Parker thinks he and the
team will be prepared for the “Big Red.”

“Gonna be tough”

“You can bet they're gonna be tough.
Of course everyone will probably be tough
for us, but they've got a lot of talent and
experience. Take Tony Davis for exam

_ I thought he had graduated, but I look;

the roster the other day and saw he was on
it and began sweating 2 little,” Parker said
with seriousness in his voice.

Parker said the Frogs will have to be
both physically and mentally ready
because of the difficult challenge the

Huskers pose.

“Our adrenalin will have to be flowing
so fast that it will still be going after the
fourth quarter while we are in the
showers,” Parker said. “Remember anyone
can be beaten on a given day."”



