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editorial
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Nearly a month has passed since James Zumberge
startled the university community and the entire
state by announcing his resignation as UNL
chancellor.

the ladder. _

Our goal should not be, as Exon put it, to
remain ‘“‘competitive within the Big 3_ schgols,
but to be the highest of those universities in all

That the shock waves still are being felt is evi- things

denced in the Sunday Journal and Star column,

“Nebraska’s Fourth Estate,” which reperts on

Norfolk Daily News and Omaha World-Herald
editorials addressed to the question of whether the
Legislature or the Board of Regents governs NU—
2 question Zumberge stressed in his resignation.

It is vital that this and other problems drama-
tized by Zumberge's departure continue to be
examined, for the future of the NU system
depends on resolving these issues.

Gov. J. James Exon, reacting to the loss of Zum-
berge, has told the Daily Nebraskan he believes it is
to NU’s credit that so many top educators and

According to Exon, NU should be proud that
such officials as Zumberge, Duane Acker, Virginia
Trotter, Melvin George and others have thought
enough of NU to use it as a steppingstone to more
prestigious positions.

What a self-serving and evasive defense of an
indefensible situation are those statements!

No one connected with this institution, no resi-
dent of this state should be satisfied with a
“steppingstone™ university, an educational middle-
ground. To do so is to idealize mediocrity and give
up hope of achieving quality.

Instead of being proud that good educators usc
NU as one rung on their climbs to success, we
should be asking why Nebraska is not the top of

RAUCHE ™

How we might reach that goal is a quesuon that
cannot even be approached until both the Board
of Regents and the Legislature decide they are
willing to give up the security ot: being average.

Don’t miss Wednesday’s editorial, wherein we
will sing our version of “Money Makes the World
Go 'Round,” ‘featuring that famous juggling act,

Stop-off theory idealizes mediocrity

*J.J. and the '4Yers.”) C3s

A giant step: The mayor of Austin, Tex., Jeff
Friedman, Friday inaugurated a Fromm under
which persons caught possessing four ounces or
jess of marijuana will be ticketed rather than
jailed,

] The move is especially brave in the light of
Texas's harsh state laws against possession, which
prescribe a two-year to life penalty on first offense,

Rebecca Brite

innocent bystander

Milton one step behind each disaster

Like any good citizen, Milton always worried about
potential disasters facing the nation. Unfortunately, he
always worried about them at the wrong time.

I first met Milton at a dinner party during the Berlin
Crisis of 1961. “What I fear most,” he told the others
grimly, “is Communist subversion of our democratic in-
stitutions.”

The 'Fu.ests were shocked, the hostess stunned. “Really,
Milton,” she said coldly, “no one has worried about Com-
munist subversion for years. What we worry about today is
nuclear annihilation.” And she never invited him back.

Milton manfully boned -up on the threat of nuclear
annihilation, but by the time he was prepared to speak on
the subject at cocktail parties, everybody was talking about
the missile gap instead.

At a picnic in 1964, Milton came out strongly in favor of

‘developing an anti-Chinese ballistic missile. As the other

revelers were intently discussing civil rights in the South by
then, he was, of course, totally ignored.

No sooner had he amassed facts on civil rights in the
South than everyone was talking about race riots in the

usual, ahead of Milton.

i administrators have seen fit to stop at Nebraska on DY Arthur Hoppe to be shunned b 1971 Milton was ready to speak out in favor of with.
£ their way to educational pinnacles. d,dMszeﬁm,md,gﬂm E::;;d m“hm’ :vwhoa;:nd PR - dna)i’ng from Vietnam, But no one listened as they were
; too busy worrying about the generation gap, the sexual re-

volution and women's lib.
At a buftet supper just last week, Milton startled every.

one present by suddenly shouting, “I think Nixon is too a
crook!” The other guests yawned and turned away. He
began to sob.

I drew him aside and told him frankly that his problem
was that he worried about the wrong
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g.o‘r’:u tion potential threats to our way of life?” he asked
ho A

I"'.;ﬂlf course they are, Milton,” I assured him. “But these
days everybody’s worried about ile ecomomy instead”

He sighed. “Okay. What should we do about’it!" ¥

“No one knows,” I said truthfully. E

He thought about this and then beamed. “Then,” he
cried triumphantly, “there’s no sense worrying about it!”

Milton is still shunned by civilized society. But, as | say,
he's a happy man today. He hasn’t got a worry in the
world,
{Qopyright Chronicle Publishing Co. 1875)

North, a subject quickly replaced by Vietnam—one jump, as
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