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Thesis data erased, student may sue

By Theresa Forsman '

A UNL graduate student said she may
file a law suit the University of Ne-
braska in an effort to receive her masters

Am;N said she has com over
TOcmditEmrsof wmihe

during the past

years,
The student said data for her masters
thesis, which she had stored in a university
data system, was erased accidentally.
No personal record

Nugent, who discovered that the data
was last year, kept no
record of lost material. Therefore, she
said, she is unable to write her thesis.
She requesied her masters degree be
awarded on the basis of course work and a
comprehensive examination.
Sociology Dept. does not offer

graduate degrees without a thesis, said

James Kimberly, chairman of UNL’s Soci-
olgy Dept.
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A native of Switzerland, Nugent must

month because of immigration laws which
took effect after her American husband's
death last year. She said that even if she
did not have to leave the country, she
not write another masters thesis.

“] put many hours of work into gather-
ing the material which was lost and have
paid a great deal in tuition charges,” she
“I don't think I should have to do it

i

Discriminated against
She also refused to write another thesis

because of the data erasure and because she

said she felt discriminated against as a
woman and a foreigner.

Nugent appealed the Sociology Dept.’s
refusal to grant her a degree directly to the
NU Board of Regents last Saturday.

She asked the board to override the de-
partment’s decision. The board resolved
that Nugent should follow normal appeal
procedures on the Lincoln campus before
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presenting her case to the board.
Regent Robert Raun of Minden said the
board is not qualified to make 2 ruling on

the matter.
“t would wreck the whole mnimtiic

procedure of the university,” he
The board said that since Nuaant‘hi:

ob to leave the country soom, &
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Committee to discuss the problem.
Legal action

Nugent said she has not decided
whether to do this or to bring legal action
against the university.

By addressing the board, she circum-
vent:d normal n%:pcll procedures available
in the Graduate College.

James Drew, dean of UNL's Graduate

College, said two appeal committees exist
for graduate students. Both the campus
level and systems level committees were

available to Nugent last spring.
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