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Intramural teams hit 146

The teams will be further divided into
fraternity, residence hsll and independent
divisions. Fraternity teams will compete in

About 3,200 UNL students will be
competing on 146 intramural flag football

w te Tntntnainl Coudkanior Gale
W.

Ten more teams will compete this year.
There were 2,905 participants last year.

The teams will be classified according to
level of skill and preferences listed by team
managers, Wiedow said.

“The class A Division is a skill level
division with more competitive and more
highly skilled players,” Wiedow said. “The
other classes represent a descending level of
skill.”

Although class C team members may
not have the skill to compete sgainst class
A teams, Wiedow said there Eve been
some good class C teams in the past.

Lower classlevel competitors usually
play flag football more for recreation than
competition, he said.

independent teams
Aand B.

Fraternity teams in class A will compete
against each other, as will residence halis

and independent teams.

lugmonceduﬂngtham,%dow
said. The

beginnlng of the single
All-University Championships on Oct.
20th.,

The top two fratemnity and residence
hall teams in class A and B will compete
with the top two independent teams in the
All-University playoffs.

sports

will
Wiedow said 21 leagues will be formed.

Soccer club takes 5-2 win

over UNO in

By Jim Hunt '

UNL’s soccer club opened its season
Wednesday night with a 5-2 victory over
UNO

'I'l';u match was a ralhrdmrymnt fora
professional soccer league match between

Pool pro shakes off ‘Fats’ image

By Larry Stunkel

Consider the stereotype of a
professional pool player,

Someone who look:s like Minnesota
Fats, has a vocabulary of “dem, dese and
doses,” who never graduated from high
school and plays the game in smoke-filled,
small town bars where he amogantly
hustles farmers away from their money.

This was the picture | had of billiard
pros until Wednesday, when 1 met Paul
Gerni.

While still prejudiced by this stereotype,
I viewed his afternoon exhibition in the
Nebraska Union. To my delight, he missed
a few shots, and I wasn't too upset when I
asked him some general facts and was told,
“Go find my personal fact sheet.”

Not putting off

But I was surprised a half-hour later
when he walked into the office.

“I hope you didn't feel that I was
putting you off,” were his first words.

“Naw," I replied. “Everything I wanted
was on the fact sheet. But as long as you're
here | mlg,ht as well ask you a few more
questions.™

The ensuing two hours killed forever my
stereotype of the professional pool player.

Gerni didn't look anything like
Minnesota Fats, His grammar was better
than mine and he holds degrees from
Purdue University in marketing and
economics. He toured 123 universities last
year and won the 1975 European Billiard
Championship in Munich, Germany last
Febnary.

: Why here?
So what’s a guy like Gerni doing on the
UNL campus?
Would you believe he’s trying to change
myru and promoting the game of
billiards
“I love the game and I love to travel,”

Gerni said. “I'm trying to show people that
billiards is a gentleman’s game. Our prize

money 18 larger and our tournaments are
tting bigger and are no longer played in
E:: rooms, but in hotel ballroonn.ah
Although he’s been a pro for more than
six years, the South Bend, Ind., native said
he has been at the level he is now for three

years.
One tournament

“There were times I just about starved,”
he said. “Only the top players make
enough earnings. Last year | only played in
one tournament (in Houston), but |
perform a lot of exhibitions.

“This year I'l haw over 200
exhibitions,” he said, “I only have to
practice about a half-hour for an
exhibition, but when I'm preparing for a
tournament, it’s six hours.

“Most of it is mental,” he added.
“Overall exhibitions detract from my
tournament play. | haven't played as well
in tourneys since I started exhibitions.”

Gerni, one of 10 children of a “strict
Lutheran minister,” said his father didn't
like the idea of having a professional pool
player in the family because of the old
sumtyﬁ.

“But he likes it now,” he said.

Ironically, Gerni’s first exposure to
billiards was in the basement of his father’s

church. ;
“We were there for this men's group,”

he said. “I snuck down the hall found
these guys playing pool and smo cigars,
I was looking at the cigars, but next

thing I knew I was on top of a coke crate
with a cue in my hand." '

Other

Gerni said he is

other than billiards, and

football and baseball w

Purdue.
Lincoln was the first stop on Gerni’s fall

tour, during which he will be at Westroads
shopping center in Omaha through
Saturday and ‘'in Seward Sunday. From
there he will travel south, then up the east
coast, where he will perform in a “World
Premiere of Interpretive Chamber
Selections for Billiards™ by composer
I&trick Kavanaugh in Washingten, D.C,

t. 26.

*According to Gerni, he will shoot on
four pool tables while muscians play
chamber music with his movements. _

When asked if he could explain it so I'd
have an idea of what would be going on,
Gemi said, “] really don’t know what will
happen either,”

terested in sporis
ved varsity
e he was at

Borgialli expects interesting year

Wrestlerstofacetougheropponents

By Pete Weginan

Orval Borgialli’s twelfth year as UNL
head wrestling coach could produce the
team’s most interesting year ever,

First, the Huskers will face what
Borgialli said is the t schedule he's
had 2t Nebraska. In , this season’s
team will have more seniors than Borgialli
has ever had,

sports shorts

UNL's football team is hitting well, but
having a hard time staying healthy,
according to Husker coach Tom Osborne,
I-back John O'Leary suffered a strained
knee in Wednesday's “dummy scrimmage,”
but the injury is not believed serious,

Senior wingback Tom Heiser suffered a
sprained toe and middle guard Kelvin

hrs sustained an ankle sprain,
" Other developments included the loss of
a grant-inald given to Marti Wolever of

contrct w Cincinatti Reds
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interest in him. '
The club, by the Recreation
Dept., is by Blaha, a native of

Blaha said anyone is welcome to join
the club, which practices Tuesdays and
Thursdays at 6 p.m. in Memorial Stadium.
There is a $2.50 fee per semester.

Competition for the starting 11
positions is keen, according to Blaha.

There are about 40 men out for the
lnm,bulmnhnuldthelzuleﬁll
probably drop to about 25 by the end of .
the semester,

To be considered for the team, a
?nd.idate must pay a $10 deposit. Fl&:

or missing and games are ta

from the deposit, the rest is refunded at the
end of the year. The method encourages
m nti?i show up for practices and games,

Club members officiate intramural
volleybail to help raise fees to sdd to the
$380 alloted them by the Recreation Dept.
The club also is helping the Catholic
elementary schools start a soccer league in

Next match will be Sunday at 2p.m.in
Memorial Stadium.
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