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‘Thousands of letters'prompted Kennedy show

Continued from p. 3

“We got thousands of letters, I mean like 6,000
letters which is an incredibly large amount of letters
for a segment that went on the air, in most places, at
20 minutes to one,” he says.

“That interest and the fact that there are sn many
unanswered questions—as a public service we had to
do what we did. To just hit the topic and then run
away from it would have been really unconscionable
and certainly a violation of every sound journalistic
principle. Once we raised the issue we were really
bound, duty bound, to follow up on it and try lo
answer some of these questions.”

Because he plans only one show at a time, Rivera
says, he is not sure if he is going to devote another
show to the assassination.

“] don’t want to be a morbid harpie,” he says. “I
want to do something that is valuable and valuable to
society. I think people want that issue reopened and 1
think that the Good Night America show is a vehicle
for getting that, for achieving that result.”

Concrete evidence

Rivera says he just wants to wait and see what
happens. If any new evidence is found, he may plan a
sequel, but he will not show any evidence that is not
concrete. That is why he did not show two frames in-
the Zapruder film—one that supposedly shows a man
with a gun, the other supposedly showing a man
hiding behind a fence. The images, which are hard to
see in these two frames, have been used to suggest
that more than one man was involved in the
assassination.

“That is very speculative,” he says. “I don’t think
that you have to get into speculative areas to make
the point that the Warren Commission didn’t do their
job. That was our point. There is so much hard
evidence, forensic evidence, physical evidence, that |
didn’t want to get into speculative areas, | didn’t

think it was necessary. | think we clearly established
on that program that Lee Harvey Oswald was not
acting alone and we did it in a prudent, reasonab}e
and responsible way that nobody could deny, not
even Arlen Specter, who was the chief counsel of the
Warren Commission.”

Denials _

In preparing for the program, Rivera says, his staf f
asked every living member of the Warren Commission
to appear in defense of the report. All refused.

Although he faced the possibility of being sued by
the Zapruder family for using the films, Rivera says
he had an easier time convincing ABC that he should
use them than Tom Sayder of the Tomorrow Show
did in trying to convince NBC. _

Shortly after Snyder announced he was going to
get the films, Rivera says he talked to Snyder and
urged him to show the films, but the NBC lawyers
prevented him. The difference, Rivera says, lies in the
fact that Tomorrow is a network-produced show,
while Good Night America is produced by his own
company .

In that sense, he says, the risk, the liability for law
suits and damages in that kind of situation rests, in
Good Night America’s case, with Rivera and in
Tomorrow’s case, with NBC.

“With Tom,” he says, ‘‘the lawyers are in a
position to say ‘it’s our responsibility and we’re not
willing to take the risk no matter what you say.” ABC
and their lawyers are not in that solid a position with
me. “l don’t want to make their lawyers sound like
henchmen either—they’ve got a job to do and I think
I can understand that, | mean, they're more
conservative than 1 am, but I think everyone at ABC
is more conservative than I am.”

Victorian overlord
That conservativism perhaps is seen in the way
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MASTERS OF PHOTOGRAPHY the work of
the greatest masters of the camera - Admans,
Atget, Cartier-Bresson, Evans, Steichen, Strand,
Weston, et al, 10" x 11%", Pub, at $12.50

Now Only $4.98

MY GIANT FAIRYTALE BOOK A book full
of happy & beautiful things - a special selection
of stories, rhymes, puzzies & riddles - FULL
COLOR ilustrations on each of its 256 pages
enhence the magic of this superb book for
children, both readers and non-readers,

Special $3.98

PLANTS FOR POTS. Handsome,

highly

ABC “very strictly construes” the fairness doctrine:
In ABC’s “Victorian kind of overlord in the

continuity and the Standards and Practices

Department.” — o :

In the size of the Good Night America’s budget,
which “circumscribes the amount of the world”
Rivera and his staff can cover.

Rivera says he can understand the guiding
principle that led to the enactment of the faimess
doctrine: the need for the presentation of all points
of view,

“But sometimes,” he says, “they really strain and
almost artificially create another point of view just to
have the appearance of balance and that’s something |

really object to.”
He also objects to the standards and practices he

has to follow, he says.

'50s salute

“For instance,” he says, “we can’t say ass or none
of our guests can say ass unless it's referring to a
donkey. And | think that society and general societal
mores have run far past that now. It's kind of a silly
salute to the "50s.”

But, given these three confines, Rivera says, he and
his staff try to do an activist job.

An activist job in devoting much time and energy
to a particular topic to “get a kird of comprehensive
overview of it and to present that idea to the
American oeople: what we're trying to do, the
problems we’re trying to show.”

An activist job in discovering the truth.

An activist job as journalists, because activism is
the main philosophy behind Rivera’s journalism.

Advocacy and objectivity no longer are viable
words for describing journalism, he says—they have
been used so much they have lost their meanings.

Continued on p. 7.
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2,000 MORE INSULTS.. The author of the
memorable 2,000 Insults for All Occasions
offers this rollicking collection of caustic quips,
slaying saying & put-downs. Pub, at §4.98

Sale $2.49

HERBS: Growing, Drying & Using Herbs - from
Cooking to Cosmetics. Comprehensive,
beautifully illustrated book that cowers the
subject of herbs completely.

Very Specisl $2.08

PRESERVES & PICKLES. Bottling, curing,
pickling, preserving, drying, salting. A practicsl
guide packed with information, simple and ex-
packed with information, simple and exciting re-
cipes, and over 70 photos, Pub, at $8,50

Sale $4.98

informative guidebook on feeding, watering,
and generally providing complete care of pot
plants, Pub. at $7.95 Sale $3.98

POOL, SNOOKER & BILLIARDS. One of the
greatest exponents of cue power presents the
most comprehensive book yet, covering all
facets of pool, snooker and billiards,

Special $4.98

My Big Book of BEDTIME STORIES. Superbiy
ilustrated in full color on each of its 156 pages,
this handsome book of fairy tales include Snow
White & the Seven Dwarfs, Little Red Riding
Hood, Cinderella, Hansel & Gretel, Slesping
Beauty & many others - large, easy-tovead
type, on heavy coated stock,

Special $3.98

Open 8~-5, Monday - Saturday

Great for Mother’s Day
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CREATIVE NEEDLEWORK. Suited for all
ages; vivid, colorful, easy-toresd, concise guide
to all facets of neediework, Pub, ar $9.95

Sale $4.98
THE GOURMET'S GUIDE TO FRENCH
COOKING. The art of French cooking, both
hsute cuisine and the regional cusine
bourgecise. Over 100 photos, 60 full color;
Index. Pub, at $10,00 Sale $4.08
HOUSEPLANTS AND INDOOR
GARDENING. Practical and attractive
guidebook for. expert plamt grower. Special
chapters on favorite indoor plants, Over 120
photos, 50 in superb full color, Pub, st $10.00

Sals $4.98
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