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By Mary Kay Roth
The hospital and medical clinic are closed in

Mullen, Neb., pop. 800. Their doctor left last

July and the town" is withoat a doctor within a

one-hou- r drive.
This situation is not unique in Nebraska.

Many towns across the state reflect a similar
problem-- a shortage of physicians.

Presently, 13 Nebraskan counties have no
local physician.

Not all of these Nebraska towns are standing
idly by, however, and many are taking action.

Tekamah has set up the Cottonwood Health
Clinic and nurses do the work doctors usually
handle-su- ch as blood pressure and
innoculations.

Charles Patch, chairman of the Mullen

hospital board, is leading his town's search for a

doctor.
Tough jobs

"Doctors in small towns have tough jobs," he

said, "because their obligation to the community
is full-time-- hours a day, seven days a week.
For some, this is just too much to take."

Mullen's doctor left to go to Arizona.
"He was just too tired," Patch said.
Mullen has since been advertising throughout

Nebraska, he continued, offering an attractive
package for medical graduates.

"We have some possibilities," Patch said, "but
nothing has materialized. We're going to keep
trying until our time runs out."

Albion, led by Mary Kay Evans, also has been

carrying on an "area doctor recruitment."
"We've pulled every stunt we could think of,"

Evans said, "and if we need to we'll pull some
more."

Albion's hospital serves the town and
surrounding areas, Evans said, with two doctors
attempting to handle the population of 15,000.

Medical student campaign
Evans is leading a campaign to attract medical

students to Albion, so more doctors can practice
at the hospital.

The town has used press coverage, bulletin
boards and personal interviews.

"I've been to both the Crcighton and the

University of Nebraska Medical Centers," Evans

said, "and talked to or written every local
medical school resident."

Pete Boughn, executive assistant at the

University of Nebraska Medical Center, said that
too many medical students are leaving the state.

The medical center is producing enough
doctors to solve the problem, Boughn explained,
but Nebraska retains only about one third of its
medical school graduates.

Residency
After medical school, each student must

practice under a qualified physician at a

hospital-- a residency.
"Residencies arc limited in Nebraska,"

Boughn said, "and if a graduate is forced to leave
the state to find a residency, chances are he will
not return."

Although the number of Nebraska residencies
has increased in the past ten years-fro- m 70 or
80 to 283-m- ore are needed, he said.

The medical center has drawn up proposals,
Boughn said, which they plan to introduce in this
session of the Legislature.

Boughn said one suggestion includes more

broken bones, enna Dirm ami umu
communities usually attract general practitioners,
he explained, rather than specialists such as brain

surgeons.
Under another proposal, an office would be

set up as a liaison between communities seeking
doctors and prospective young physicians.

Loan forgiveness

Finally, Boughn said, a "student loan

forgiveness" plan has been proposed.
This program would allow medical students to

take out loans if they agree to practice in a small

community after graduation. If the graduate
spends one year in the town, Boughn explained,
his loan will be reduced. For each further year
the doctor spends in the town, more of his loan
will be cut.

"One-physicia- n towns are having trouble

attracting doctors for many reasons," Boughn said,

said.
Many people like to work with groups of their

peers, he said, because they are able to take
vacations and sick leave without worrying that
their patients will be left without medical care.

Dr. Doug Laflan, the lone physician in

Creighton, Neb., also sees disadvantages in solo

practice.
Work too hard

"You work too hard," he said.
The phone is ringing constantly and people

are not afraid to come right up to the door, he

complained.
"You have to go out of town to get a day

off," he said.
However,-

- a small town practice is more

satisfying to Laflan, because he said he knows his

patients personally.
"Our budget could easily allow another

doctor to come," Laflan said. "I'd just as soon as

have the free time as the money."
But Laflan has not been able to attract

another doctor to Creighton.
Difficult to keep up

"It's difficult to keep up with the new and

fancy things in medicine," Laflan explained,
"when you can't get away to become
reeducated."

Local recruiters are not alone, because work is

being done on the state level in the search for
doctors. . ,

John Sahs, project director of State
Comprehensive Health Planning, said they are
now identifying the critical shortage areas.

Local councils from seven regions in the state
"have their ear to the ground for critical needs,"
Sahs said.

It is then the duty of Sahs department to
validate these needs and come up with possible
solutions.

Sahs said areas now designated as medical
shortage areas include: Mullen, Stratton,
Lexington, Clay Center, Burwell, Tekamah,
Bassett and Albion.

Correction...
Dr. Ken Hubble is the new director of the

University Health Center, not the University of
Nebraska Medical Center as reported in
Thursday's Daily Nebraskan.

DOUBLE FEATURE STARTS TODAY

2tvti On r y "TSj r JT

FEMALES PAID TO
i V7 LOVE!

Rated X

ADULTS ONLY

WARNING:
this motion picture
contain graphic

axual malarial.

PLUS

The Girl and the Donkey
2ND FEATURE WILDLY RATED X

"TEENAGE CHEERLEADERS"
ABSOLUTELY NO ONE BXOER 18

Embassy Theatre 1730 "0"

ffBDOnb
mmm In The American

Film Theatre Season
Of Special Events.

TUESDAY ONLY
at 2:00. 5:00 & 8:00 PM

27th and VAM
Sheldon Art Gallery

1 2th & R St.
The Treatment of
Women in the Movies

the mm ad
TE MARRIAGE BROKER
Directed by
George Cukor

Bar "B" Qued Beef Sandwich

Q
Starring
Jeanne Crain,
The! ma Ritter
Zero Moste!

Ribs

Hickory Smoked Nam

Chicken & Turkey
Baked Beans & Slaw

Corn on the Cob

&

"The Man In The
Glass Booth' towers
hood and shoulders

above most other films."
Cincinnati Enquirer

Soft Brinks & Shake

103 minutes
1951 USA
Plus

fJESHES OF

THE AFTEEEOOff

by Maya Deren

Friday & Saturday
Feb. 28 & March 1

Screenings at
3, 7 & 9 pm
admission $1.25

Tickets: 8PM, $5.00
2PM, $3.50 ($2.50 for
students) Special 5PM
show for students, $1.50if

"Everything to Go but Brody and the Beer"

page 8 daily nebraskan friclay, february 28, 1975


