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By Rebecca Brite

Though the meanings of many
holidays celebrated in this country have
been lost in the mazes of commercial
America, the heritage surrounding
Thanksgiving still rings through the din
of cash registers and sales pitches.

Every gchool child learns the story ot
the first Thanksgiving: the Pilgrims’
near-failure in the winter of 1620-21,...
the spring planting SUCe
through the aid of the Pemaquid Indian,
Samosel...the three-day harvest (estival
with the Indians and the survival of the
Plymouth, Mass., colony,

Bul as America sits down to still-
bountiful tables on Thanksgiving, 1974,
while world leaders gather to discuss
their starving millions and famine
creeps inexorably over Africa, perhaps a
brief refresher course in Amearican
history is in order

The bleakness of that first winter In
Plymouth has been S0 romanticized as to
sound more like a fairy tale than the
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agonizing fight for survival it surely
must have been

The schoo! child learns that the
Pilgrims lost half their number that

winter. but how many adults remember
there were only 102 colonists to begin
with?

Disease caused the loss, the child Is
told. but writings from that time show
that more than a few of the 47 who died
took their own lives

Women, dismayed at the prospeci
they faced, threw themselves from the
Mavflower before the tiny ship had even
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landed; their surviving sisters formed
“‘suicide anonymous’’ groups to dis-
courage others from following.

And that legendary landing at
Plymouth Rock four days before Christ-
mas, 1620; is the child told, does the
parent remember, that the Mayflower
floated in the Cape Cod waters for more
than a month before the landing, while
the Pilgrims and their companions
decided 1 they really wanted
disembark on hat god-foresaken piece
of rock? Or that, after the landing, the
ship stayed offshore all winter as the
settiers vacilated between faith and
despair, before finally deciding to stay?

"y
"

Know where
ou’re goin
gxnd hogv tog

get there

Need a broader view of

your world? A canc
complete account o
wide range ol to!
Chrnistian ¢

- an exciting daily

ne .".-'"\‘:i:l", = Lant
'IJ 1Y aucanon
Ulv" yOL 4 HEAT VIE
world and help you se

where you it In and
you can do

News, commenls

40]4-‘.1‘*-9-

The Mayfiower sailed in the spring, arts, politics, sciencs
leaving the Pilgrlms to bury their dead gonsumerism, feod
and plant seeds above the graves, to business. At less tha
conceal from neighboring Indians the .41‘:..‘_.:--,- 'osr A : al
decimation of the new colony I : ‘; \,'.r'|rJ,-u_:. l I ﬁEJ
1515 any wonder, atter such a winler, sou'll  recaive ur
that the bounty from that tragic planting subscription a Gop &
should have occasioned a celebration 50 yoopular  Maniior i
meaningful o Americans that it &n- Careers for the 196
dures. nearly inlacl, aiter more than = ok
three and a half centuries? For $8.26 101 tour monihs (M F1l)
One would hope the parailel is ¢i=ar Mircugh The Chsllan o
‘or America today. Few familieg may OPa [
sacrifice their Thanksgiving dinners tor
world h'_!l](_:;.-.;- this year and most wil —
certainly comoplain about rising food
COSts
But maybe some will perceive the
poignancy of the contras! between
slenty and deprivaticn, and realize that
1is year, perhaps as never belore since
f rirst year there |5 reason to give Tha Chrstian :uuv-..M witar
datly nebraskan page*
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