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bchool aid measure
provides equal support

when one muddles through the arguments for and
gainst LB772, the recently passed state aid to
edutation bill revolves around one basic question:

Whal is the fairest way to collect enough money 8o
wery Nebraska child can get an education of
reasonably {>qual quality?

On Nov. 5 Nebraska voters will gecide whether o
keep LBY7 ? on the law books. A vote for referendum
Measure No. 300 will allow LB772 to stand, thus
requiring great state sharing In the cost of public
alementary and secondary education.

A vote against Measure 300 will retain the current
systemm of determining state financial support for
:chools.

The bill became embroiled in controversy even
nefore the Legislature overrode Gov. J. James Exon's
veto of LB772 in March. Called the Public School
Support Act of 1974, LB772 will increase state aid to
schools from the current $55 million a year to
£156,205 344 by 1976-77—about half the $300 million
1eeded to operate public schools,

Attaining fair methods of taxation and equal
aducation opportunities is, of course, difficult, but LB
72 seems to be the best school aid law achievable now.

some of Ils advantages are:

—1t allows for differences in school district wealth,

indicated by pr d::erty values. Spending per pupil now

from $500 a pupil in some districts to more

than $2.000 in others. The bill theips equalize the dollar
t behind each school child.

It raduces the unfair reliance on primarily one tax
o finance schools, The PrOparty tax now provides about
5210 million of the $300 million total school costs.
Jnder ! ‘7?2 the property tax will pay only haif of the
o schools. Sales and Income taxes will pay the
hen

Lt 72 allows local districts to spend more than the
ninimu state spending level, If voters in the district
APPro It also allows local school boards to set their
wn ding priorities.

Lill guarantees every district foundation aid.
won, special aid will be given to disiricts that

for such factors as programs for the
iandicapped and busing costs. There I8 no hardship aid
inder the current law.,

LE772 aliows school districts to choose plans and
rograms without having to rely solely on local district
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wealth to finance them.

In summary, LB772 provides the best way yet
if t,.m lo give every Nebraska child's education equal
ollay ort.

0 kewep this equality, vote “'For 33" on Nov. §

Jane Owens
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Nexi week Nebraska voters will go around thostate - -'-I
to the polls to determine the outcome Morrison also has d
of various constitutional amendments politically partisan nature |
and political races. A travesty of the At times he has &

Nth magn -mue will occur if voters do gubernatorial- appolnfl_ 5

not closely  examine the race for general, At others
Nebracka altorney general. called foranon-part‘ san |
On this Issue, | can‘t
In that race are former gov. Frank out. Douglas only ha:
Morrison and the current Lancaster  against an opponent oni
County Attorney Paul Douglas. Let us  time he was elected to
look at thelr respective qualifications. County office. He is.h

would call a oreatugu

rtisan lllioal u
Morrison was governor of this state re # ‘ nﬂ
for six He says this qualifies
Aim to be our next attorney general.
But the Ifice and its duties have
nothing do with the other. ‘ -1;1. ‘}.,,
Pragm y speaking, Morrison S e
wae a i« overnor anyway. Since rl
then, nocked around Neb- RagTR %
raska \esperately trying to Ty
gain political foothold. Morrison, on the other'h
engaged In partisan politie
Wi ut his opponent? What his adult life. Even now, his'ci
are hi cations? Paul Douglas includes radio spot enJ
has or 18 years in the our fiercely partisan prcuﬂt govar« |
Lanoas o unly Attorney Office. nor. 4 -
e | those years have been L
as 1h | county attorney. Nebraska would hsvoim!‘ll: o 1
Durir nure in that office, and wide to find a more" g
profes xcellence has been his attorney general than Paul.[ e
traden Ihe expertise Douglas He deserves your voto
has | during his time in day. i
office ced by the fact that
altorneys "rom other Nebraska coun- In a related area anoutor Ool.ll'lty
{ies: oor Ily have asked him for voters will QM cw count -
help. Throigh the years Paul Douglas attorney to's
has servod 2z a speclal prosecutor in One candidate Is- Ron L : ,,"!4 '
14 Nebrasha counties. business law lecturer at UNL. _‘
What resides merit qualifications More importantly, Lahners has
should b issue in this raca? worked in the county attorney's office
Nothing really. The law is the law and for 13 years, the last two as CM"
must be enforced as such. Deputy. The record of ex lllncl ;
‘ Douglas has achleved In this o ) 18
Morrison has attempted to make an also due to the work of Ron L
fssue of 1he amount of money Douglas =
has allocsted for his campaign, The voters other choloo li Jac
terming It excessive. This is a Linder who best can bQ

deceptive and misleading swipe by
Morrison. Before the campalgn,
Douglas was virtually unkown to
volers oulside of Lancaster County.
Runningagains! a man with the name
recognition of Morrison, Douglas
obviously needed a high-powered
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an opportunist, He |
:ilabra‘nkan who ret mt;r ad 10 T’ﬁ.,
me to change ' n

and run unopgm int h “T"""""’ 4 |

The choice is obvl_md

_ -w""

overwhelml
to Lancast "SoumyA 0

kcampaifzu to make his name known
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