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Al Jorgensen working in the blacksmith shop at the Lincoin Chiidren’s Zoo.

Blacksmithing: still a ring to it
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blacksmith shop than he does at his

heme shop.

At the zoo's blacksmith shop, Jorgen-
sen forms children's rings out of
horseshoe nails. He said he cannot do
much heavy blacksmith work, such as

welding, because of his bad back.

Jorgensen, who has several clippings
from local newspapers about himself
and a birthday card from former
President Richard Nixan, said in the age
of automobiles some blacksmiths may
double as mechanics. He added lhal
rural blacksmiths are mostly employed
in rural areas to make metal stands for
planters. He said blacksmiths used to
sharpen plow lays, but with modern
plows blacksmiths are not needed for
plow upkeep.

Rather have been a doctor

Jorgensen, who has been a black-
smith since 1909, said he would have
rather become a doctor, He said he
came from a large family, however, and
had to ?o to work at age 14.

His first job was working at a dairy,
but he became interested In blacksmith-
ing when he passed the blacksmith shop

COOLIT.
AZTEC STYILE.

Montezuma®
Tequila Flzz.
Mmontezuma lequilo,
2 ounces. Lime juice
% lime. Sugar, ¥
teqspoon, Orange
birters, 2 doshes.

= Stir in 1ol gloss over
AT 2 R ! g
WG SR ice, Fill gloss with
club sodo. Garnish
with lime shell,

Montezun,

£ ‘;‘ ¢ ey '*.\__1

il - “
©1074. 80 Piool, Iequale Deron Dishbery impord Co_ MNow Tork, New York

dally nabraskan

A T S N

CTHE AN
symbol fou ihe 191k ity
of ihet bnciert Arter woek

-

Blacksmiths use many different kinds
of tongs to hold objects to be welded,
Jorgensen said.

Each job is different, and all sets of
tongs are made by the blacksmith
bacause he knows which set is best for a &
particu'ar job,'' he said.

Blacksmith coal

Even blacksmith coal was different
from the kind of coal that was used {o
heat houses, Jorgensen said. He said
blacksmith coal is free of sulpher, which
makes welding easier. Coal with sulfur
makes iron slippery and hard to work
with, Jorgensen said.

Blacksmith coal, like a blacksmith, is
hard to find now, he said, but he said he
has enough blacksmith coal to last him,

He sald there are about 50 black-
smiths in Nebraska who participated in
a blacksmith festival last year at

“lebraska Wesleyan University. Today's
blacksmiths, if they belong to a union,
belong to a machinists’ union, he said.

There is only one young Brownville
man he knows, who has become a
blacksmith, Jorgensen said.
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