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‘That’s Entertainment’ is

At last “"That's Entertainment"’ has
come to town, bringing a bit of relief to
downtown move going (eight of the 14
gownlown theatres had ra-raleasss
in thgm last week). “That's Entertain-
ment ' has been a ‘coming attraction’ at
the Stuart Theater for the past iwo
months.

"“That's Entertainment’’ is Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer's look back in delight
on the three decades when that studio
produced some of the most enjoyable
musicals ever made. It was written,
produced and directed by Jack Haley,
Jr. (son of the '‘Wizard of Oz's’' tin
woodsman). It features film sequences
from the earliest years of sound, when
musicals could finally become musicals
and ‘‘Broadway Meloday'' won the first
Oscar for best picture, all the way to the
end of the 50s and the last of the MGM
Cinemascope extravagenzas, ‘'‘Gigi.""
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MGM familty

The film is narrated by 11 former
members of the MGM family. Some of
them—Sinatra, Liz Taylor, Bing Crosby,
Jimmy Stewart and Liza Minnelli—were
only tangential to the whole area. But
there are others whose names will
be forever linked with the genre.

Gene Kelly, Mickey Rooney, Donald
O'Connor, Debbie Reynolds and Fred
Astaire (even though his most remem-
bered years were with Ginger Rogers at
the RKO*sfudios) are not just paying
homage 1o those years, lhey are reliving
their pasts.

It is unfortunate that the movie is

often more of a eology than a
re-appraisal. The history of the musical
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did not end with the last of the great
MGMs. Films like ‘‘West Side Story'
and “‘The Sound of Music'' carried on
the tradition for a while, but after the
suicidal failures of Gverdiown projects
like “'Paint Your Wageon,'" *‘Star!’’ and
(‘;Mame" the genre does indeed seem
ead,

Even MGM itself is gone (having
passed over into the hotel business last
year), and '‘That's Entertainment’’ had
to be distributed by United Artists. The
studio is rising from the grave one last
time, however, and this movie is
grossing a surprising:mount of money
and may turn out to be the most popular
compilation film made.

Natural problems

There is a natural probelm inherent to
this type of film clip movie and ‘‘That's
Entertainment'’ succumbs to a few of
them. It's difficult to choose how much
of what movie to show and how often,
with even the clips themselves being
incomplete, we are seeing only frag-
ments of fragments. A lot of neglected
movies could have been mentioned or
given more time while others were given
too much attention.

It is useless to go into any depth on
the many marvelous sequences in this
movie. Some of the big?est highs
involve Judy Garland (including the
“*Get Happy'' number from ‘'‘Summer
Stock'’), Fred Astaire (an incredibly
graceful, featherweight dance with a
hatrack from ''Royal Wedding'') and, of
course, the inimitable Gene Kelly as he
sloshes through the rain-soaked streets
of Singin' in the Rain in that ultimate
exercise of carefree, movie euphoria.

Perhaps there is a bit too much of the
““Ah yes—{HOse were the days—they
don’'t make movies like that any more’’
attitude in *'That's Entertainment’’. But
everything is ‘justiliad in this glorious,
vintage experience because indeed, in
ints purest form, that was entertain-
ment.

Fiest Down moetves no student foe mppart

Minnesota Vs. Nebraska Saturday
and you won’t know the

players without a program

It's the cheapest thingin Lincoln
on a home football Saturday.

And for 10 cents you can't go wrong

First Down stillonly a
DIME
buy one Saturday

call472-2588 for volume discounts!
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PLAZA THEATRES

12th & P STS. 477-1234
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You mean you still
haven's seen

HAROLD and MAUDE?

You're kidding. 0

Shnstsse .

Filmed in Meorasha by Rembold Morshausen Artist in Residence for
Bankers Lilo Mebrosho and Professor of Ari ot Concordio Col
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THE IISE AND M5 LOTAL SHIORT SURRCTS
BAMBI MEETS GOOITMLA « THANK TOU, MASK MAN (Leviny Bruce)

- KING OF HEARTS

| Tens of housands, huadreds of thowsands of people are cheering the King
in a lew selacied citwes
' Los Angales best run — § woeks, 45000 sliendance — resemeng soon
S.F Bay Area test run — 9 weeks, 67000 sttendance - siill poing
Cambndge, Mass - 31/ years and sill goyg
530, 7:30

| NOW! and 9 30PN

THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT
AS RULED THAT“CARNAL KNOWLEDGE'
IS NOT OBSCENE.

SEE IT NOW!
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JACKNICHOLSON  CANDICE BERGEN
ARTHUR GARFUNKEL ANN MARGRET
CARNAL KNOWLEDGE
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'SNEAK PREVIEW

FRIDAYat7:00PM. *'

SEE BUAT HE vy > Ay £ ot s
IT & SUR G AL F Teir FiY e ‘ :

ANDY THE FUNNIE T Apdd fta 'jet 2K » V4
L

Nav @ evur S

COOPERILINCOLN
Sath & O 5TS. 464.7621

When you can't
scream a~ymore!
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