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Jaoariese latest addition to Modern Language Dept
5

by Deb Bettenhouson

t

"Romanized Japanese helps in

pronunciation, but the written
system should be introduced as
soon as possible. Japanese
words with Englesh letters rath-

er than Chinese characters.
One aspect of the Japanese

language is the level of for-

mality. "When Japanese people
speak, they are conscious of
whom they are talking to,"
Cheng said.

They speak differently when
conferring with a family mem-

ber, friend or someone older
than themselves, she said, and
although some slang is used in

Japan, only semi-form- al lan-

guage is taught in her class.
Cheng believes persons in-

volved in the Asian studies
program "should have a clear
knowledge of an oriental lan-

guage," and the Japanese class
provides an excellent oportunity
for such education.

She said she hopes interest in
the course will increase and
more students will enroll. The
second semester course will be a
continuation of this semester's
work. Another beginning Japa-
nese class will be offered first
semester of the 1975-7- 6 school
year.

Any student can meet the 16
credit-hou- r ; language require-
ment in two years through four
consecutive courses in Japanese.
The first two semester courses
meet five times a week. The
second-yea- r courses will each be
three credit-ho- ur courses.

For the first time since the
early 1960's, Japanese wil be

language class by the UNL
MOdern Languages Dept.

The class, taught by Nelly
Chena, is the only Asian lan-

guage course offered ate NU.

Cheng has taught Japanese in

theUniersity's Extension Div-

ision for the past two years.
Cheng said the new course is

possible by a grant from the

Japan Foundation, a group
created by the Japanese govern-
ment to promote understanding
and knowledge of the Japanese
language and culture.

The foundation intends to
provide $7,000 to support the
program this year and has
pledged its support for an
add lion a I two years, Cheng said.

Twelve students are presently
enrolled in the Japanese class,
most of whom have had some
contact with the language or
have Japanese friends, Cheng
said. She said Japanese is no
harder to learn than the Euro-

pean languages although, stu-

dents may tend to shy away from
the unfamiliar characters of the
Japanese language.

"Taa written system of Ja-pa- -v

? is a mixture of Chinese
characters," Cheng said. The
language contains 46 phonetic
symbols.

"The spoken language is
emphasized first," Cheng said.it lr THIS OWE" WAL
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The Campus Crusade
for Christ will sponsor
"College Life," an in-

formal klckoff meeting,
today at 8 p.m. in the Phi
Bamma Delta house. Will
Sanborn, campus director
of Crusade forChrist, will

speak on "Jesus, the
Revolutionary."
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9:00 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 29
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5:33 p.m. Phi Mu Alpha Sin- -
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