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By Mary Beth Grange
It took the new chairman of the UNL Psychology Dept.,

eight years to get his bachelors degree.
Richard Dienstbier says he tells his students this "to

keep them from losing hope."
After three years in the Army, lots of night school

classes and full-tim- jobs, Dienstbier was graduated from
the University of Rhode Island in 1960. He got his masters
degree there and his doctorate in 1969 at the University ofDept.
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Rochester in Rochester, N.Y.

He steps into the chairmanship after five years at
UftiL "The first job I've had."

"It doesn't seem like a promotion," Dienstbier said. "It's
a thing I'm going to do for awhile.

"I really like to teach and love to do research," the
professor said, "i'll still do research and still

teach, but a little less."

Dienstbier's concerns next year include 600
undergraduate psychology majors, the department's
graduate program arid 21 faculty members. ,

"People are tremendously interested in psychology
today," he explained. "We are. trying to meet student
demands and student needs. ;

''

"Psychology enrollment is skyrocketing," Dienstbier
said. "We can't grow in staff as fast as enrollment
increases." Five years ago the department had 13 faculty
members. 'Today there are 21.

"Right now psychology is one of the two highest rated
departments in the University," Dienstbier said. "It is very
important to keep quality high, keep on improving."

A major is one curriculum change being
considered by the department. One option would be
designed for students planning on graduate study. The
other choice would be for "those interested but who don't
choose or desire to take very rigorous types of courses,"
Dienstbier said.

Dienstbier said he "anticipates no big changes other than
continuing development and change in curriculum."

' Former chairman David Levine was "extraordinarily
good" in his job, Dienstbier added. Levine will be going to
England this summer.

Although his interests range from making beer and wine
to long distance running, Dienstbier said research is more
than work, it is a hobby too.

"I like psychology an awful !ot," the new chairman sa;d. J
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