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The financially troubled Open Door Health Center has been granted funds for
nine more months.

Low income health center given
new lease on life; funds granted 0
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By Mary Wagoner
The struggling Open Door Health Center was

given nine more months of life last week.
Approval was given for a merger with Family
Services Assoc. (FSA).

With this merger, the center now will receive
, a grant of $17,029.80 for nine months.

According to Lincoln City Councilman John
Robinson, the center has always had financial
problems.

"We've never had a stable funding base," he
said. "The center started 5ri1972 has received
grants from the Nebraska Regional Medical
Program and Lancaster Community Services. It
also has received money from the city during
the past two years through revenue sharing. But
the last grant was vetoed by the mayor because
he didn't think the city needed tb be involved
in the center, Robinson said. r

"This city has never recognized its duties in
terms of human needs. The rich people don't
really give a damn about them poor people),"
he said.

Mayor Sam Schwartzkopf said the funding
grant was vetoed because "the Open Door
Health Center is a referral agency, while we're
concerned with giving direct service to the
people. We've set up three nurses in that area to
give this direct service," he said.

The center, catering to low income people,
provides such services as giving free preschool
health examinations, setting up nutritional
programs and providing transportation. Without
the center, according to Robinson, many
people would be unable to get the
transportation needed to take them to see
doctors.

"We're talking about people who don't have

the money for a car, a bus or a taxi, but who do
have health needs. The center has done a lot in

bridging the gap between low income patients
and doctors," he said.

Sharon Crosby, a volunteer worker at the
center, says the center has been very effective.

"The people appreciate it. They'd be lost
without it," she said.

Robinson said the center has been effecitive
in other ways.

"The people feel the Open Door Health
Center is very important, and they want very
strongly for it to -- continue --operation. The
center is a symbol of unity and strength in the
community. They can identify with it," he said.

Robinson added that the center "gets
community people act ively involved in a group

.. effort. ' The
, people are" very- - enthusiastic-- and

'"3 energetic about CWtofrthingT he saioT
The center services 80 to 90 people a week.

It is staffed by 10 volunteers and two paid
workers.

Carol Sigman, center director, commented
on the merger.

"The merger will offer us something we
don't have now, which is a counseling agency.
We will now have the resources for dealing with
families. We'll have more contact with other
agencies," she said.

"I think this merger will raise community
awareness with the Open Door Health Center,"
she said.

Sigman noted that further funding will

probably come from the Lincoln Community
Services.

"At the end of this year, they will probably
review our program, with the idea of providing
funds for us the following year," she said.
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