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Law College professors to take leaves of absence: Lawrence Berger, Brian Mattis, John Snowden and Harvey Periman.
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Law students worry about professors’ exodus

By Mark Hoffman
Leaves of absence to be taken next year by four of
the 18 UNL Law College faculty members are adding
to law students’ anxieties about the college’s future.
Especially when “there is a real fear that of the
four leaving, none of them will ever come back,” said
June Wagoner, a freshman law student.

In two UNL Law College meetings & few weeks
ago, faculty members and some of the about 450 law
students came together to talk about the college’s
future.

Students complained asbout not enough money for
the law library, the noed for extra law courses and for

take 1-year leaves of absence.

According to Law College Dean Henry Grether,
this means the professors are leaving with the
intention of retuming.

But one of the four doesn’t plan on doing that,

Matels, a UNL law professor for five years, sald
that although he is technically on a ieave of absence,
“{ don't intend to come back.”

He and his wife havs besn hired by Southern
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He confirmed that his wife, an attoriey, has a job

‘with & firm in Los Angeles,

Periman, 8 UNL law professor for seven years, will
go to the University of Virginia. His salary there will
be about $6,000 to $7,000 higher than it is at UNL,
he said. His salery this yoar is $20,850.

Asked if he would accept a job offer there or
return to Nebraska, he said, | don't know...Viriginia
hasn't offered one’” beyond the one year.

Money would not be the only consideration in
taking a job if it were offered, he sald, He and his
wife are both from Lincoin, and they have ties here,
he said.

Snowden, a UNL law professor for two years, will

to Harvard for @ special 1-year course. He said he

tends to come back,

“Students said they are congemed about losing

some of the best law professors at UNL. Last year
Berger and Mattis were selected by Law College
upperciassmen as two of four nominees from which
for the college’s representative as outstanding
professor, This year Periman and Mattis were t¥o of
three nominses for the yame honor,

Wagoner complained that the stste does not
adequately finance the UNL Lew Colleg oven though
Nebrasks dvaws most from this school.

Grether noted thet axcluding Omaha, B0% of
Nebragka’s lawyers are UNL Law College graduates.

UNL just cen’t compete nationally with other
good lew schools for salaries, Grether sald. Of law
schools in this area, including Big 8 law colleges, UNL
ranks near the bottom in the average salary paid.

: -Tb . salary the nine full professor
"gilt 'gr Amnm Dunw Donnk;
) s about $24,519. The average salary of

18 UNL lew faculty members is $22,613.

~ Two professors Alan Saftzmen and Ronald Allen,
8 ne
budget, a lew coliege wcrotary said.
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 othar schools was not for publication. He alsc said he

give the
professors, Grether sald,

salaries at those schools.
shiem Is replacing the four

So far, one new teacher has bean hired and a UNL
Imiructor, Stephen Kalish, now on leave on the same
fellowship program as Snowden will be in, is coming
bacic. The new instructor is Jossphine Potwlo, a
sanior at the Rutgers University Law School.

Snowden said the UNL Law College is
“underfinanced to do a satisfactory job and well
under that to do an excellent job,”

Not only in ‘salaries, but in areas such as office
help, the UNL. Law College has probiems, some
professors said. There are oniy four secretaries to
serve the dean, assistant dean and faculty members.

The Law College handles its own registration,

After secretaries have finished that and their other
m,mnlu\n"ﬁi time of one-and-a-halt

- setreteries to serve 18 faculty members,” Mattis said.

“It makes it very difficult to do writing and
research,” he added.

Periman said a school Gist offered to provide him
a personal secretary would be Inviting.

A student-faculty committee has been set up to
study and make recommendations in those areas with
the first draft due in a couple of weeks, according 10
Perlman,, who is 8 member of the commitiee,

Harlan Abrahams, a senior in the Law College, said
although students were presenting the problems of
the Law College, it should be rememberad that
faculty and students have made it a “damn good
mﬂ."

In the National Moot Court Competition, the UNL
Law College has compiled a better record in winning
court cases than any other college in the nation,
Grather said. Its competition Includes more than 100
law teams from such schools s Harvard snd the

University of Michigan.

fn moot court competition, a team of law students
write up 2 brief for a court case and argue it before a
panel of judges.

Since 1963, when UNL entered competition, it has
sdusnced to the nations! gusrterfinsls cis e Sl
last in 1972. Of those times it has placed first once
and second twice. It won honors in the best national
oral argument, written argument and outstanding

individual speaker,
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Goodrich of Omaha, Orval Keyes of
Springfield and Duvid Stahmer of Omahs

. consumption of liguor on campus,  eiso said they supported the bill.
¥ LB783, will be facing stiff opposition in State Sen. George Syas of Omaha said
alcohol b'" the Unicamersl, sccording io meny Monday he opposes the bill for one
lawmakers. reason. “If they (students) are old
The massire is scheduled for first  enough to drink, they can go to & bar off
round consideration on general file  campus,” he said. Students do not have
progn08is Thursdey. | _ 0 drink in their living units, he addec.
- In & spot check Monday and Tussday Three senators suggested the
; dﬁ_dnﬂ‘mm.ﬂ Legisiature s not the best shannel for
opposed LB783, six the bill, and  considerstion of the alcohol lssus, -
poor three remained uncommitiad. State Senators Calvin Carsten pof
Two of those mm wore Avoca, lrving Wiltse of Fails City and
Stato Senetors Stewe F and John  Fred Carstans of Beatrice sald the lssua s
Covenaugl. Fowler and Cavcnsugh are  the jurisdiction of the Board of Rogents,
sporsors of the bill. State Sen. Terry  If the Regents had recommaendod tha bifl,
Carpantir, Democratic cendidem for  the Legislature ocould have gnted, they
d Heutsnont governor, State Senwtors Glenn  said. y P P

The regents, rejected the llml}
proposal by a 7-1 vote.

Though students “"have good
argumants for the bill,” State Sen. Leslie
Stull of Alllance said he would vote
against the bill, He said he represents one
of the most conservative Nebraska
districts and hiz constituents wanted him
to reject the bill,

State Sen. John Murphy, who opposeés
LB783, said he thought the meesure has '
little chance of passing.

Other s*2te senators who said they
oppose the bill are Wally Barmett of
Lincoin, Emie Chambers of Omaha,
William Hasebrootk of West Point, Relph
Kelly of Grand Island, Richard Maresh of
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Milligan and Blair Richendifer of Waithill
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