Nonelection for
nongovernment

Editor’s note: Vince Boucher is the Daily Nebraskan associate
news editor. He was an ASUN senator in 1972-73.

“He trudged along, unknowing what he sought,

And whistled as he went, for want of thought.”

~Dryden

The ragged remnants of the current ASUN campaign prove
that bedy is scraping bottorn.

Characterizing student government during the iast three years
is an ever increasing nonentity. There has been nonviclence,
nonaction, nonprogress and nonunity. Students in government
have faced noneffectiveness and noninvolvement.

And now, there Is a noncampaign. If the whole campus closed
its eyes for longer than a minute, we all could have missed it. As
it is, most of us will. Ergo, the nonelection. .

Student leaders will claim some progress has been made during
the pasi year. Yes, the campus now has a bigger Ko-op, a student
legal services program and the book exchange still is running.
Without demoting the importance .of these efforts, anyone in
government or even loosely associated with it knows that all of
these are the result of the actions of individuals,

staff ooinion

Individuals worked an the book exchange. A person with good
business acumen was hired to boost the Koop and did an
excellent job. Two ASUN éxecutives wanted a student lawyer and
did most of the work to get one.

Yes, limited achievernents. But what of influence? What of
clout? What of the 35 or so senators that were slected last spring?

They followed the predictable pattern. Predictable because it
happens every year.

Some students run hecause it will look good on their records.
Employers like to see that kind of thing. Most of these senators
resign within six months becaused they are bored or “didn’t
realize it took so much time.”

Some students run because someone else who is running thinks
they would do a good job. These people usually are motivated by
a commitment and will have some time to give to senate. Some
find out soon after clection that the structure for change is
cumbersome, and the power needed for change is lacking.

Then there are the true politicos, gunners who often want a
higher office in the future for whatever reasons. They often work
on one project with varying degrees of success, so they have some
notability based on their achievements.

Peopie are not only to blame. Even the most devoted senator
will realize the problem it slso with sensta itself. Senators can
pass resclutions until they exheust
can investigate until they drop in their
for causes until they have found tham all. B
change anything until they havo some power.

The senate votes on its budget, but only after admindstrative
approval. Policy on nonacadémic matters is decided by the
Council on Student Life (CSL), Academic changss linger between
student and faculty senates and advisory boards and and college
faculties. And the plethora of committees and subcommittess and
task forces of these groups Is confusing to all.

All the governmental groups could be repleced by one
all-University senate which would have a limited number of joint
facultystudent committees. |f this senate passed a resolution,
you can bet the administration would listen. It has happensd
alsewhuore.

Power is important, for in the end it is power which movee
universities into the future. In » state Hike Nobraska, whers the
University if ofton misunderstood by the conservative
constituency, the power is even more crucial.

Now, all of the governmental groups play off sach other,
duplicating efforts and in many cases obstructing one another. in
what nook or cranny does the power really exist?

Mo one knows, least of all the students who still try to follow
it. And ever less, those students who have never seen it
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A.S.U.N. ELECTIONS
MARCH 13

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT:

Preamble: We, the students of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, realizing the
need for a more effective Student Association hereby establich this Interim
constitution to provide for an orderly transition to @ new permanent constitution.
Article | Name
The name of this organization shall be the Association of Students of the University
of Nebraska of Lincoln, herein referred to as ASUN.

Article Il Purposes
The primary purpose of this interim organization shall be the drafting and
establishment of a new permanent constitution for ASUN.

It shall also act in a custodial capacity in the administration of the existing
functions of ASUN.

- Article 11l Membership
All regularly enrolled students in the University of Nebraska at Lincoln, shsll be

members of the Association and shall be entitled to take part in all activities of the
Association as herein after outlined.
Article IV Powers
Section 1. Establishing a new ASUN Constitution

The interim organization shall take such steps as nacessary to draft and present
to he student bedy for approval a new ASUN Constitution.

Sactlon 2. Custodial Powers [
A. Powers Ralating 1o Organizations

1. To recogniza all proposed new student organizations and to approve their constitutiony, without
which recognition and approval an orgenizaticn shall not be parmitesd to function.

2, To establish, by majority vote of the Bosrd of Trustees, mow and uniform conditions fer the continued
approval of existing student orgsnizations,to demand complience with sald naw cgonditions within a
reasonsble and stated length of time, end to reveke, by convicdon in Student Court, the constitutions
and right to function of organizstions fl‘l‘“ﬂ? to comply.

3. To schedule and/or conduct all student ons of gensral University Interest, not excluding those for
contests sponsored by subordinata ovganizations,

4, To maeke all student sppointments to UNL committess, boards, snd other appointed positions on
campus organizations,

B. Powwrs Relasting to Ad Hoc Assernblies
1. To organize and/or control all student rallies or demonstrations,
2. To vrganize and/or control all student migrations

C. Powers Relating to Removal or Disqualification

1. To suspend or dismiss from office, by conviction In Student Court, any student axscutive of the
g_ovlfnmlnl of the Association who sh=ll refuse 1o carry its leghlation Into affect, ,

2. To disquallfy, suspend or dismiss from Assoclation office, for a stated length of time, by conviction of
the Student Court, sny student who shall violate duiy-enceted ordinances, regulstions or other
legisiation of the Association,

D. Powars Releting o Liaison ; s
1. To serva s llaison bétween stidehts snd acotty, telvesdostudhnts st s Bowrd of 1z and/or
their representatives, betwesn ts and. the umw%md students and the genaral.
puhlklzc st such time as the waifars of the stu ahd/or the University shall require such
sarvice. .
E., Powers Relating to General Welfare
1. To exercise sny other powers nocessary for the general welfare of the students
Article V, STRUCTURE
Section | Board of Trustees )
A, Composition
1. Idh:l Board shall corislst of 38 electad ASUN representatives of the 1874 election and the faculty
$01.
2. The Board shall sléct parsons to flll any vecancies when desmed necassary.
B. Format of the Board of Trustees
1. Chairman—the position of Chalrman of the Board shall be filled by the perion slectsd as “Prasident”
In the 1974 alection.
2. The chalrman’s duties shall be.
a. presiding chairman of the Board with vote
b. to perform the necesary sdministration functions as head of tha Assoclation
¢ 1o 1ll! the role of student body prosident
3. Two vm.-cm:rnn-mtfacltlun of Vice-Chalrmern of the Bowrd shall be filled by the etected
:'n,."suo'xl Vice-Prasidant’’ in the 1974 election, The duties of the Vice-Chalrmen shall g designated by
4, Dutiss snd Power of the Board
8. to draft a new permenent ASUN Constitution
b. estabilgh Ite own procedures and rules for administration and policy making
e, to, if Aegined necessary, ramove the chalrman and/or vice-chalrmen by a two-thirds vote
d, to prapare I necessery an annusl budget for submission to the Fes Allocations Bosrd

Saection Z. Intarim Btudent Court
A, Composition
1. 'I;h;;:wlm student court shall be compoued of e persons sppointad to the “student court” by the
i ! sanate,
B. Judiclal Powers .
1, The judicial power of the Student Court shall extand 1o the following controvarsiss:
1. matters of Impesachmant
2. maters of Interpretation of this constitution
3, msiters of contested slections”
4, matters concerning orgsnizations when referred to the Court by the Unlversity of Nebrasks
Administration, the Student Senste, or an Individual student,
C. The opful of any decision of the court shall go to the Councll on Btudent Lifa.
Artigle 1V Retifying New Constitution

Section | Pubilcation :
1. Any new constitution drafted by the Board shall ba submitted to he student body for spprovel and must

be published in the Daily Nebraskan st feast 23 times prior to the referanduim at no less than one week
intervels

Section |1 Ratificetion
1, The new constitution shall bacome sffective upon the affirmstion vots of a simple majority of st |east

Soc ‘ﬂ?:‘:ﬁ” r:; establish sritutl
tlon allure naw con on
1. I & new sonstitution i not In effect by Nevembaer 18, 1974 the constitution In effect on March 7, um, l

wiil sgain be In affect

POLLING PLACES

UNION LOUNGE
EAST UNiCN

ANDREWS HALL
NEBRASKA HALL
HAMILTON MALL
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