Student governor helps both sides

By Wes Albers
Mix two students with 16 university governors, let

them govern a campus for a semester or two, and all
come out learning something.

“I've learned mainly that social issues which seem
to have obvious answers to students may not always
be possible administratively,”” Scott Robertson said
Tuesday, He s a 21-year-old student member of
Nebraska Wesleyan University's (NWU) Board of
Governors.

Robertsaon said he has contributed by
“interpreting students’ feelings for other governors
who don’t necessarily get to see students the way |
do.”

Robertson, a junior majoring in economics, is one
of two NWU students serving on the 18:membur
Board of Governors. First elected a year aqo by the
student body, he was re-elected last spring.

The student posts, along with two faculty
positions, were created last February. Students were
given four positions on the university’s Board of
Trustees with the two highest vote-getters also having

Board of Governors' seats.
Robertson said he thought similar moves by other

universities would be beneficial, but was “'not sure of
thewr workabihity™ elsewhere.
A bill to create a student regent at NU (LB323) is

of the idea was because the school’s small size and
lack of political pressure that might have held the

governors back.
“We couldn’t have been accepted better by the

board,” Robertson said. “There are diﬁerepces of
opinion, of course, but our input is respected.

The NWU students are full voting members of the
board.

Robertson said Wesleyan’s community concept of
government extended decision making power 10
students so they have “both @a voice and

responsibility '
“We can't just yell and scream for an idea to be

adopted anymore,” he said. “If a proposal we called
for fails, we share the responsibility.”

Robertson said a student governor has advantages
because he has closer contact with students,

“On tne other hand I'm limited because | lack
experience,” he said

Robertson said he's at his best when student
interests are being discussed

“When they start discussing something like a
financial campaign I'm .n the dark. All | can do is
listen and try to decide what's right,” he said

Robertson said being both governor and full-time
student keeps him busy but still fits into his schedule.

“1 can't afford not to fit it into my schedule,” he

member of
Nebraska  Wesleyan  University Board  of
{aovernors.

Scott  Robertson, student being considered by the Unicameral today. Sen.
Richard Marvel of Hastings introduced the bill.

According to Robertcon, NWU's early acceptance

said. “This has probably been one of the most
valuable parts of my education.”
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