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~  Lincoln girls’
| basketball

may dribble
| INnto schools

By Dianne Barry

They want to play baskethall and represent theis
high schools in interscholastic play. This goal
shouldn’t be difficult to attain, since altmost every
Nebraska high school has a basketball program

However, in the Lincoln Public Schools this has
been difficult, at least for girls.

The Lincoln schools currently have no girls'
interscholastic basketball program, but the situation
looks as though it will change, perhaps as soon as
next year,

At a Tuesday Lincoln Board of Education
' meeting, about 75 persons—mast of them high school
girls—supported a student-parent request to forn
committee to draft a proposal for girls” interscholust
basketball,

The request was
comprised of students, parents, coaches and bourd
members will be announced at the Dec. 11 board
meeting, president John Lux said

granted, and 1 COMmitte

“Of all the expansions for wirls®  progams

basketball s one of the most difficdlt but that
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in Omaha because the team was unable 1o find gym

spaze tn Lincoln, They had to pay for their own

uniforms and had no team insuran he said
“In Lincoln, the recreation [eaque has gym Spac

§

twt it's blocked up, and you can't
he il

]

the school
gyms unless you pay,” s :

Why don’t the Lincoln public schools have girls'
interscholastic basketball now?

Appatently, they thought th REOTEST wasnt
[ RTEENC s sattd She has e [aviIng Qs bhasketha
SIN inth grace
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The Roberts team hinshed sixt) | 1 tnal
tour nament last year. Tt toutNament was won by
A r.‘ll'-‘-l'q'-li)ul girls Dogrching  sghoo team  that
practiced three hours a day, she sai

¥ the girls played tor Biah schoo 4 1idd, they
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The girls had taken surveys at the high schools. At
Lincoln High alone, 180 girls said “yes” to a question
asking f they would try out for a girls’ basketball
team. Only 12 members are required for one team,

Boslaugh said

The girls said they asked the National Organization
of Women (NOW) for help in setting up their request
for a committee.

Local NOW representative Ellie Shore said in
researching for the aqirls, she came across a case
involving setting up a girls’ golf program at Norfolk

High School.

Debbie Reed, a senior, and her father were
plaintiffs vs. the NSAA, The plaintiffs asked for an
injunction to allow the girl to play on the boys’ golf
team

According to the plaintiffs, the issue was not
whether the girl had a “right” to play golf, but
whether she should be treated differently from boys
in an activity provided by the state.
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doesn’'t mean it's impossible or that we shouldn couldn’t play in the Amateus Athlatic L
work on it,"" Superintendent Johin Prasch said, He “A disadvantage nught be that 1t would pit “The state affords interschool competition and
| said some girls had approached hun sarlier about & schools against each other in a new area, while now instructors at some expense and effort, and the
girls’ basketball program, but that he “didn’ there i1s no pressure there,” she said ' defendant thinks the program is of benefit to
encourage them much ™ “Asasemar, | won't get anyt outof it don't participate,” said U.S. District Judge Warren Urbom.
According to Christie Oswald, a Lincoln High even have a sister | ocdl steh play. exenpt | would 11 the program is of value for boys, is it not of
Senior, there are 66 Nebraska high schools that now like 1o be a codeh sometimi,” Boslaugh said value for girls?” he asked, and granted the injunction.
| have such a program. Girls” athletic programs now exist in aymnastics
wimiming, track and feld and v /ball ncoln “This is what we're asking,"” Boslaugh said.
But it was only a few years ago that the Nebraskas public schools If  the public schools are found to be
State Activities Association (NSAAL wiped out o rule discriminating, they can lose all federal funds
| which outlawed girls" baskethall programs I the girls” list of demand h eting The girls said that more than 50 per cent of
| Many of the girls at the meeting already play o they asked for a full prograrm ta begin next fall with Nebraska high school students are girls, but a larger
| have played baskethall for city business teams. bun variity. resafve and sophomote teans including percentage of money is spent on boys athletic
‘ they said there are more advantages in playing fuor enough moniey for & qualitied coach, vaquipment and programs.
high schools, gyt time
‘ Sarah Boslaugh, Lincoln East semor. said a The committee formed will provide the board with “in lowa, they've got girls’ basketball up to such a
school-supported team could take over many of the  the proposed program and budgeting data in ume for level that they're better than anybody else. Peaple
| expenses private team members have had to pay. board consideration in the drafting of the 197475  come to watch the girls. They go home when the
budget. hoys come on,” Baslaugh said.
| Bostaugh, a former member of the Roberts Doy Basically. all we Wantis to have our chahen 1o uUs: The girls said they someday would like to see girls
team, said whenShe played, team members had 1 the facilities of the schools just ko any I isorts reach that level in Nebraska, but for .m:'-‘,f
kdfive 10 games-and practice sessions, which were held Boslaugh said they Il settle for a full basketball program next year
e _/
Az

why does a man
join Maryknoll?

T'il.'l"!‘ dare [lfrih nl"\ H5 - TMNANY ' ariswet yried POWEEr 10 dn o excessive  tleare
as. there are mmdividual Marykno Others ook o learn tri )
priests and Brothers. Som | who bave grown Up witl AvEfasor
deeply maved when they j | entality than that ich '
babies (i',‘ui.'j N e mothict TaREL A T t] s rily L

because of hunger ar discawe () I b | Mreator it

are distressed by the growing antagy anncon the g f Gl

omsm and separation  benaesr (LAY R T A f M 1]

rich arid the poor hations More are This lowe I God urag e |
concerned aboul the Qraar s forrwirel and e i

that have beienr inthicted LI TaT i e (s V1 A

00r by thase Wit val Y P toar o

If you keep saying you want to do something
with your life — here’s your chance to prove it
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Free Gasoline . . .

Would be nice, but at today's prices a
small discount is nice. See a station
which is still on the January 15 price
base not the inflated May 15 prices.

Save 2¢ A GAL
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UNIVERSITY EMPLOYEES
INFORMATIONAL
MEETING GET THE FACTS
WHAT THE UNION
CAN DO FOR YOU

December 6th. 7:30 PV

Lincoln Labor Temple 1625 Y™ sy,

[he  University  of  Nebraska  non-academic
workers are  organizing.  Local 1827 of  the

Mumapal Employees (AFSCME) is involved in an
orgamizimg - drive. The  university  workers  are
h seeking an election in which workers may choose

the union to bargain for a contract, Thirty per cent
oF the workers must sign authorization cards in
order to petition Tor that election. The effort is
well on o ats way: however, more signed cards are
necded !

University of Nebraska workers are underpiand,
have poor working conditions. and little or no job
securtty. Signing these cards is a step toward 4
posittion of strength rather than weak ness

For more information attend  this important
meeting.  There  will be NO  solicitation  of
membership

J AVinencan . Federation of  State, County and

page 2 datly nol

monday, december 3. 197

e ————



